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ABSTRACT 
 
In this dissertation I consider the trails in the Batongguan (Pattonkan) region of 
Taiwan from an archaeological perspective. The Batongguan region is characterized by 
high altitude, steep terrain, dense vegetation, and extreme weather. Despite the difficult 
environment, several groups of people have settled in or controlled the region during the 
last four centuries: the Bunun (indigenous Taiwanese), the Chinese, and the Japanese. At 
present, there are no permanent inhabitants in the region but there are abundant traces of 
past habitations, and of the trails built and used by the successive occupants to traverse 
the region. These trails have been essential for travel. They have granted access to its 
wild landscape while at the same time gathering human movement across the region into 
set patterns. Using field study and archival research, I take a material culture perspective 
to examine how these trails were created and used from the pre-colonial early 
seventeenth century to the present. 
?ix 
The configuration of the trails reflects practices of colonization in the region. 
With each modification, changes in social and political relations are revealed. For 
example, the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail constructed in 1921 demonstrated the 
Japanese state’s determination to control the Bunun country. Its four branch lines were 
built in the area’s most defiant districts. However, in the mid-1930s, while the Bunun-
Japanese relations changed, the military trail then was used as a hiking route and its 
branch lines were abandoned.  
In the period under study, the component that was for some time the key to 
maintaining control over the trails, and thus the region, were the police outposts 
established by the Japanese administration from the 1920s to the 1940s. Examination of 
the physical layout of the outposts and the hygiene, medicinal, and foodways-related 
artifacts demonstrate that the police outposts marked the colonial frontier and also served 
the Japanese officers and their dependents, in effect allowing them to form households 
and carry on domestic lifeways. 
This dissertation shows that the study of trails sheds new light on the history of 
the Batongguan region, and offers a material cultural perspective on the dynamics of 
colonization in the area. 
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CHAPTER ONE - Introduction 
This dissertation aims to discuss the dynamics of colonization by archaeologically 
exploring the trails, past and present, in what is today Yushan ?? National Park in the 
mountains of central Taiwan. For the purposes of this study, I call this area the 
“Batongguan ??? region.” I shall examine, from a material culture perspective, how 
its trails have been used from the pre-colonial early seventeenth century to the present. 
The Batongguan region is the highest slice of Taiwan. It is characterized not only 
by high altitude, but also by steep terrain, dense vegetation and extreme weather. It is one 
of the most challenging environments for human habitation on Taiwan. Nevertheless, 
despite the difficult environment, several groups of people have settled or controlled the 
region over the last four centuries, including the indigenous Bunun ??, who practiced 
slash-and-burn agriculture in the mountains; and Chinese and Japanese outsiders looking 
to exploit the resources within the indigenous territories. As of the present day, however, 
no permanent inhabitants remain — only abundant traces of past habitation, and trails.  
Trails have been essential for travel in the steep terrain and thick vegetation of the 
Batongguan region. Trying to get around without them would be inefficient and quite 
possibly deadly. Thus, the trails of the Batongguan region have granted access to its wild 
landscape — while, at the same time, combing human movement across the region into 
set patterns. 
Scholars from various disciplines have completed studies on the history of the 
Batongguan region (Yang and Wang 1987, 1989; Huang and Lin 2001a, 2001b, 1999; 
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Lin [2005] 2015; Chang 2008; Sung and Chang 2011b; Sung et al. 2014; Chen and 
Cheng 2014; Chen and Cheng 2013; Chao 2008; Tamapima 2010), upon which I shall 
elaborate in Chapter Three; and some have studied the trails of the region. Most of these 
studies have focused on a specific period of time, however, and none of them have 
examined the trails of the Batongguan region with a continuous focus from pre-colonial 
times to the present. But trails have played a key role in terms of human activity in the 
Batongguan region. Thus, the research questions behind this dissertation include: could 
examining the evolution of the trails of the Batongguan region provide us with a more 
subtle perspective from which to understand the peoples who settled or competed in the 
region? Furthermore, could this novel perspective help us explore the dynamics of 
colonization in the region?  
By way of answering these questions, this dissertation has two primary objectives. 
The first is to analyze how the trails have been used by different groups of people and to 
examine how the modifications of the trails reflect upon practices of colonization.  
I will explore the long-term development of the trails of the Batongguan region 
thoroughly. I place the study of the trails in the context of landscape archaeology, 
examining their development on multiple scales of time and space. I discuss how people 
used these trails in different time periods from the perspective of human mobility. I 
propose a framework in which to discuss the configuration of the trails and how these in 
turn have corresponded to social relations in the region.  
The second objective is to study one component that was key to maintaining 
control over the trails, and thus the region: the establishment of police outposts (keisatsu 
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chūzaisho ?????) by the Japanese colonial administration from the 1920s to the 
1940s. By studying multiple sources, such as oral traditions, textual evidence, and 
material remains found at the abandoned outposts, I intend to reconstruct the lifeways of 
the Japanese officers and their dependents at the police outposts, thus shedding new light 
on Japanese colonization in the Batongguan region while exploring the varied facets and 
multi-functionality of these semi-military outposts as well as the various roles of their 
residents.  
Structure of This Dissertation  
Chapter Two provides background information about my research. I give a brief 
overview of the history of Taiwan, and how colonization has shaped the modern-day 
society of the island. I also introduce the history and geography of the Batongguan 
region, going into detail on the region’s mountainous terrain. I explain how much of 
Bunun territory ended up as part of a modern-day national park.  
In Chapter Three, I present the archaeological perspectives and methods applied 
in this dissertation. I survey the existing research on the Batongguan region and the 
tendency to focus on particular time periods. I propose a chronologically broader 
examination of the region’s history from an archaeological perspective. I explain how 
this dissertation will involve approaches such as landscape archaeology, historical 
archaeology, and mobility as a theme.  
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In Chapter Four, I introduce the data set used to study the trails in the Batongguan 
region. I thoroughly examine how the trails in the Batongguan region evolved from the 
early seventeenth century to the present, discussing their configuration and utilization.  
In Chapter Five, I analyze trail systems and configurations, demonstrating how 
these have reflected contemporary social relations in the region. Also, by analyzing 
various events occurring in the Batongguan region, I explore how trail configurations 
could have influenced human movement, as well as how human movement could have 
impacted the evolution of the trails.  
Chapter Six focuses on the police outposts built in the Batongguan region in the 
1920s. I first explain the importance of the police system in Japan’s colonization of the 
indigenous territories of Taiwan. Then, by applying archaeological and textual evidence, 
I discuss the physical composition of the police outposts as well as how these outposts 
served as images of the Japanese empire in the Bunun territory. What is more, by 
examining the artifacts found at the sites of these outposts, I explore the lifeways of the 
police officers — and their dependents — who once resided there. 
Chapter Seven, the conclusion, begins with a summary of the results of this 
dissertational research. I then return to my research question to discuss how examining 
the evolution of the trails in the Batongguan region provides us with finer insight into 
social relations in the Batongguan region, which in turn allows us to deepen our 
understanding of the dynamics of colonization in the region. Lastly, I discuss the 
significance and practical implications of my dissertation.  
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CHAPTER TWO - The Batongguan Region and Its Trails: Backgrounds 
In this chapter, I provide background information on what I refer to as “the 
Batongguan region” — the region within the bounds of the modern-day Yushan ?? 
National Park (Figure 2.1). This region is 103,121 hectares in area and overlaps with 
Nantou ?? County, Hualian ?? County, Jiayi?? County, and Kaohsiung ?? 
City (Figure 2.2). I begin by introducing the area’s geological background, highlighting 
how unfavorable the terrain is to human habitation. Then I discuss the colonial history of 
Taiwan and the Batongguan region in particular, from the seventeenth century to the 
present. 
Figure 2.1: The hatched area indicates the territory of the Yushan National 
Park in central Taiwan (map drawn by author) 
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Figure 2.2: The Batongguan region covering parts of Nantou County, 
Hualien County, Chiayi County, and Kaohsiung City (map drawn by 
author) 
The Geological Background of the Batongguan Region 
Taiwan is a mountainous island. Taiwan roughly consists of two parts: plains in 
the western third and rugged mountains in the eastern two-thirds. Five mountain ranges 
— the Central Range, the Yushan ?? Range, the Xueshan ?? Range, the Alishan ?
?? Range, and the Coastal Range — stretch along Taiwan in a north-northeast to 
south-southwest alignment (Figure 2.3), comprising more than 200 peaks with elevations 
of over 3000 m. Among these ranges, the Central Range is the longest; it extends 330 km 
from Su’ao ?? in the northeast to Eluanbi ???, the southern tip of the island. It 
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serves as the island’s principal watershed and separates the western plains from the 
limited coastal plains along the east coast.  
Figure 2.3: The mountain ranges in Taiwan (map drawn by author) 
The research area touches the middle and southern sections of the Central Range 
as well as a section of the Yushan Range. More than 30 peaks with elevations of over 
3000 m are located in the area, including the highest mountain in East Asia, Yushan ?? 
(3952 m); and the two highest mountains of the Central Range, Mt. Xiuguluan ??? 
(3860 m) and Mt. Mabolasi ???? (3785 m). The Batongguan region represents the 
roof as well as the heart of Taiwan. The area consists of three major drainage systems: 
the Chenyoulan ??? River in the northwest, the Laonong ?? River in the southwest, 
and the Lakulaku ???? River in the east (Figure 2.4). The modern Batongguan 
?????????????
?????????????
?????????????
?????????????
????????????
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Transmontane Trail generally stretches from west to east, crosscutting the Central Range. 
The north-south axis of the Central Range separates the eastern and western sections of 
the area, and has served as a border between administrative divisions since the Japanese 
era (Ma 1994). Mt. Dashuiku??? (3642 m) in the Central Range marks the central 
point of the trail system, dividing the eastern and western sections of the trail (Figure 
2.4). 
Figure 2.4: Mountains and rivers in the Batongguan region (map drawn by 
author) 
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The remote and rugged mountain environment makes this region extremely 
difficult to inhabit. It snows in the winter at higher altitudes, such as along the ridgelines 
of the Yushan Range and the Central Range. At lower altitudes, such as in the river 
valleys, the dense semi-tropical forest is almost impassable (Ma 1994). Complicating the 
situation is Taiwan’s unique geological and climatic setting. The island is on one of the 
most complex and active tectonic collision zones on Earth and is also affected 
periodically by some of the world’s heaviest rainstorms. High rates of tectonic uplift, 
brittle rock, steep slopes, frequent earthquakes, and extreme rainfall make Taiwan — the 
Batongguan region included — the landslide capital of the world (Kelly 2013). 
The Historical Background of the Batongguan Region 
The Colonial History of Taiwan 
As mentioned above, the Batongguan region has a very difficult natural 
environment. Yet through history different peoples have managed to inhabit or dominate 
it. Before I elaborate on these peoples, it would be helpful to provide the historical 
context within which they lived. 
Prior to the arrival of the Dutch in the early seventeenth century, the island of 
Taiwan was occupied by Austronesian-speaking populations. Multiple lines of evidence 
show that they migrated to Taiwan from coastal areas of southeastern China around 4000 
BCE. These early arrivals, known as the Tapenkeng ??? culture, were the progenitors 
of Neolithic Taiwan. The Neolithic cultures of Taiwan became the cultural and linguistic 
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foundations of Taiwan’s current indigenous population, as well as for the Austronesian-
speaking societies that expanded throughout the Pacific Ocean and Oceania (Bellwood 
1997; Blust 2009; Chang 1969; Li 2013; Liu 2002; Tsang 1999; Tsang, Li, and Chu 
2006).  
Despite the long existence of Austronesian populations in Taiwan, they seem to 
have been largely ignored by their neighbor for roughly a millennium, China, despite 
being merely 130 km away across the Taiwan Strait. There are several possible historical 
references to Taiwan in ancient Chinese records, such as “Yizhou” ??, mentioned in 
the Biography of Sun Quan (Sun Quan zhuan ???) via History of the Three 
Kingdoms: Book of Wu (Sanguozhi Wushu ?????); and “Liuqiu” ??, mentioned 
in the Eastern Barbarian Chronicles (Dongyi liezhuan????) via History of the Sui 
(Suishu ??). However, scholars are still not in agreement as to whether these records 
truly refer to Taiwan. Even if they do, they merely acknowledge the existence of Taiwan 
and do not amount to direct knowledge (Chou 2015: 50; Hung et al. 2010: 61-64). 
Archaeological evidence of Chinese material goods, such as coins, has been found at Iron 
Age sites, such as the Shisanhang ??? site in northern Taiwan, suggesting that 
periodic trade between Chinese merchants and locals took place during the Tang ? (618-
907 CE) and Song ? (960-1279 CE) eras (Tsang 1999; Tsang, Li, and Chu 2006). 
Despite this, a close relationship between China and Taiwan only emerged, via Dutch 
intermediaries, in the latter part of the Ming ? era (1368-1644) (Chou 2015: 50).  
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The arrival of the Dutch East India Company (Vereenigde Oostindische 
Compagnie, or VOC) in 1624 marked the starting point of the Historical Period of 
Taiwan. The Dutch built an outpost, Fort Zeelandia, in southern Taiwan in order to serve 
as a trading base and stopover between China and Japan. This brought the island into the 
modern world system. The Spanish then established an outpost, Fort San Domingo, in 
northern Taiwan in 1626, but were expelled by the Dutch in 1642. For the first ten years 
of their colonization, the range of Dutch power did not extend far beyond their base at 
Tayouan (modern Tainan ??). From 1635 onward, however, they started expanding to 
the north. By 1650, it is estimated that they controlled or were allied with 40 to 50 
percent of Taiwan’s lowland Austronesian population (Chou 2015: 48-65; Hung et al. 
2010: 71-83).  
Thirty-eight years of Dutch rule significantly influenced Taiwan society. For 
example, they created a romanized written form for the Sinkan dialect of Siraya that 
lasted more than 150 years after their departure. The VOC also encouraged and rewarded 
Chinese, mostly from southeastern China, to settle in Taiwan and cultivate rice and 
sugarcane. Before the arrival of the Dutch, only small numbers of seasonal Chinese 
residents stayed in Taiwan. As a result of the VOC’s policies, however, the permanent 
Chinese population rose from c. 10,000 in 1638 to between 35,000 and 50,000 at the end 
of Dutch rule in the 1660s (Chou 2015: 48-65; Hung et al. 2010: 71-83). 
The Dutch were driven out of Taiwan by Ming loyalist Koxinga ??? (known 
to the modern Chinese as Zheng Chenggong ???) in 1662. Koxinga then used Taiwan 
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as a base in his grand campaign against Qing ? forces on the mainland. Koxinga and his 
successors ruled Taiwan for 21 years. Their regime not only brought in a significant 
number of Chinese soldiers, but also promoted the immigration of non-military settlers. 
During this time, the Chinese population increased to c. 120,000 (estimates run as high as 
200,000), as against an island-wide indigenous population of 100,000 to 120,000 (Chou 
2015: 68-88; Hung et al. 2010: 83-92).  
The Koxinga family regime was expelled by the Qing in 1683. For the first time 
ever, the island came under the administration of a Chinese empire. The Qing first 
administered their territory on Taiwan as part of the coastal province of Fujian ??, 
reflecting the fact that Taiwan was not considered important in itself under the early stage 
of Qing rule. Only with the Japanese invasion of southern Taiwan in 1874 and an 
awareness of Japanese ambitions toward the island, did the Qing initiate a more proactive 
management of Taiwan. Among other things, they began promoting economic 
development in the mountains and established the province of Taiwan in 1885 (Chou 
2015: 68-111; Hung et al. 2010: 141-65).  
Even though thousands of people with ties to the Koxinga and the Zheng family 
regime were banished back to the mainland in the early stage of Qing rule, the Chinese 
population in Taiwan grew rapidly during the Qing period. Chinese expansion often came 
at the expense of the Austronesian-speaking groups living in the western plains and in the 
northern part of the island. Some lost their lands to the Chinese outright. Others became 
“Sinicized,” losing their cultures and languages, partly through intermarriage with 
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Chinese settlers. At the end of Qing rule in the late nineteenth century, the Chinese 
population of Taiwan had reached 2,800,000, compared with an aboriginal population of 
160,000 to 170,000 (Chou 2015: 68-111; Hung et al. 2010: 129-32). 
In 1894, the Qing Empire lost the First Sino-Japanese War to the Empire of Japan. 
As a result, Taiwan was ceded to Japan in 1895. Under imperial Japanese colonization 
policies, Taiwan underwent a process of modernization. As the first, and only, Asian 
colonial power, the Japanese sought to set Taiwan up as a showcase for their colonial 
rule. Through the construction of basic infrastructure, changes to agricultural production, 
and the formation of a new bureaucratic system, the Japanese attempted to reproduce in 
Taiwan their Meiji Restoration experience of second-hand “Western” modernization. The 
negative experience of this colonization along with the supposedly beneficial 
modernization that resulted gave rise to the complex and ambiguous feelings that 
Taiwanese people continue to have toward the 50 years of Japanese rule (Chou 2015: 
190-216; Hung et al. 2010: 216-55)f.  
In 1945, as a result of the defeat of Japan in World War II, the Republic of China 
took over Taiwan. In 1949, the Chinese Civil War between the Chinese Nationalists and 
the communists ended. The defeated Nationalist government and Chinese Nationalist 
Party, or Kuomintang ??? — led by Chiang Kai-shek ??? — retreated to Taiwan 
with its bureaucrats, military personnel, their dependents, and others. Hundreds of 
thousands of people from different parts of China arrived in Taiwan within a short period 
of time. Martial law was proclaimed in the same year and lasted for 38 years, which was 
a world record at that time. The Kuomintang ruled in a one-party vacuum until a peaceful 
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democratic movement arose in the late 1970s. Martial law was finally lifted in 1987. In 
1996, the Taiwanese people were able to elect their president for the first time. In the year 
2000, the Democratic Progressive Party (Minzhu jinbu dang / Binchu chinpo͘ tong ???
??) or DPP came into power, marking the end of half a century of Kuomintang rule 
(Chou 2015: 332-43; Hung et al. 2010: 257-311).  
As I have briefly illustrated, since the early seventeenth century, Taiwan has been 
controlled or partially controlled by various outside powers, including the Dutch in 
southern Taiwan (1624-1662), the Spanish in northern Taiwan (1626-1642), the regime 
of the Ming loyalist Koxinga and his descendants (1662-1683), the Qing Empire (1683-
1895), the Empire of Japan (1895-1945), and the Republic of China (1945 to the present). 
There was also steady migration to Taiwan from the early seventeenth century to the mid-
twentieth century, mostly from nearby coastal regions of China, punctuated in and around 
1949 by the arrival of the Republic of China state apparatus and its dependents. 
Taiwanese culture and society today are the outcome of these multiple processes of 
colonization and settlement.  
One excellent way to study the unique colonial history of Taiwan is through 
material culture. Historical archaeology, specializing in the past 500 years (Hicks and 
Beaudry 2006), is a particularly promising means of studying the interactive dynamics on 
Taiwan between Austronesian, European, Chinese, and Japanese populations and 
cultures. The trails of the Batongguan region, with their complex colonial history, are an 
ideal case study through which to examine the dynamics of colonization. In the following 
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sections, I shall introduce first the prehistory of the Batongguan region, then its history, 
with a focus on the trails of the region as they evolved from era to era. 
The Prehistory of the Batongguan Region 
Even though my research focuses on the Batongguan region from the arrival of 
the Bunun in the early seventeenth century, the archaeological evidence certainly 
indicates that there was human activity in the region in prehistoric times (Ho and Chao 
1999; Ho et al. 2005; Kao and Chiu 1987, 1988; Kuo 1995; Liu et al. 2004). For example, 
in the 1930s, Japanese ethnologist, Mabuchi Tōichi ???? ([1953] 2014: 148) 
reported finding potsherds in the style of the Amis people—an indigenous group centered 
on the east coast—along the lower reaches of the Lakulaku River. The exact location 
where Mabuchi found these sherds is uncertain; however, recent excavations of the 
Huangma?? site, also located on the lower Lakulaku River, discovered that the 
cultural content of the site is similar to the Funan?? phase of the Qingpu ?? culture. 
This culture is often considered to be ancestral to the Amis, which suggests that 
prehistoric human activity at the eastern edge of the Batongguan region might have been 
related to coastal peoples, not to the Bunun (Ho and Chao 1999; Ho et al. 2005; Kao and 
Chiu 1987, 1988; Kuo 1995; Liu et al. 2004) 
In the western section of the Batongguan region, through surveys and small-scale 
excavations, archaeologists have also confirmed the existence of human activities prior to 
Bunun occupation. Most of these prehistoric sites have been found in the fluvial terraces 
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of the Chenyoulan and Laonong Rivers (Ho and Chao 1999; Ho et al. 2005; Kao and 
Chiu 1987, 1988; Kuo 1995; Liu et al. 2004). One of these discoveries prompted the 
excavation of the Dungpuyilin ???? site. The dominant type of pottery found at the 
site—reddish-brown clay—is associated with the ancestors of the Tsou, the indigenous 
group that occupied the western Batongguan region before being driven out by the arrival 
of the Bunun, according to oral traditions (Kao and Chiu 1988, 1987). 
Even though there have been several archaeological studies conducted in the 
Batongguan region, our understanding of the prehistoric cultures of the area is still quite 
limited. The major reason for this dearth of knowledge is that archaeological work is 
strongly restricted by rugged terrain and thick vegetation. Systematic surveys, for 
example, are unlikely to be carried out in most parts of the Batongguan region (Kao and 
Chiu 1988, 1987). Prehistoric sites found via archaeological survey have mainly been 
located at the edge of the Batongguan region, such as on the fluvial terraces where 
modern settlements are located. 
Objectively speaking, a systematic pedestrian survey of the mountains of the 
Batongguan region—or any of the mountainous areas of Taiwan—would be prohibitively 
difficult, if not impossible. Limited by the natural environment, the archaeological work 
conducted to date in the Batongguan region does not provide sufficient information for us 
to determine even basic aspects of prehistoric human habitation in the area, nor whether 
prehistoric peoples reached the heart of the Batongguan region, near the Central Range. 
Our knowledge of the prehistory of the area remains largely unclear. Therefore, with the 
exploration of the dynamic of colonization in the Batongguan region as the primary 
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objective of my dissertation, I begin my investigation on trails in Batongguan region at 
the critical moment when the Bunun arrived at the area in the seventeenth century. 
The Trails of the Batongguan Region from the Seventeenth Century to the 
Present: Backgrounds 
The Background of the Bunun Trails 
The Batongguan region is known as traditional Bunun territory. The Bunun 
occupied the area for hundreds of years until they were lured and/or driven to lower 
altitudes by the Japanese administration in the 1930s. The “Bunun trails,” as defined in 
this dissertation, are the trails used by the Bunun from the seventeenth century to the late 
1930s for hunting and for traveling in general.  
Even though the Bunun are known as people of the mountains, oral tradition 
states that they used to live in the western plain. Only through long-term migration did 
they gradually come to occupy the highest part of Taiwan. Mabuchi Tōichi ([1953] 2014: 
125-55) divided this epic journey into two stages. The first stage of the migration 
involves the Bunun people’s movement from their legendary homeland in the western 
plain through Lamugan to Asang Daingaz(Mai-asang) in the western section of the 
Batongguan region, west of the Central Range and north of the Yushan Range. Here the 
Bunun expelled the Tsou, who then resettled in the Alishan Range. This stage of the 
migration is estimated to have started some time prior to the arrival of the Dutch in 
southwestern Taiwan. During the migratory process, the Bunun developed a highly 
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complex clan system with six ethnic sub-groups — Taketodo (Zhuo ? in Mandarin), 
Takevatan (Dan ?), Isbukun (Jun ?), Takebaka (Ka ?), Takebanuan (Luan ?) and 
Takepulan (Lan ?) — each characterized by a unique dialect and culture and in turn 
composed of many branches (Huang 2006: 9-38; Huang, Chen, and Wu 1989).  
The second stage of migration refers the south- and eastward spread of the Bunun 
population from Asang Daingaz. Beginning in the early eighteenth century, part of the 
Bunun population started to move toward the east, crossing the Central Range. These 
movements were not cohesive; there were several waves heading in different directions 
and made up of different clans. In general, however, some Bunun expanded into the 
upper reaches of the Lakulaku River Basin, then spread further to the east and south, 
eventually spreading past the eastern edge of the Batongguan region (Huang 2006: 9-38; 
Mabuchi [1953] 2014: 125-55; Palalavi 2006: 81-187; Yeh 2002: 33-153).  
Through these two stages of migration, the Bunun came to occupy a vast territory 
in the mountains of Taiwan. Before they were moved to the lower area by the Japanese in 
the late 1930s, 68.2 percent of Bunun villages, with a total population of 18,113 
individuals within 1,925 households according to a 1932 survey, were settled in 
elevations higher than 1000 m (Kano 1938a, 1938b).  
The Bunun people sustained themselves by shifting cultivation. They practiced 
slash-and-burn agriculture, cultivating millet, sweet potato, corn, taro, and dry rice as 
staple foods. Since shifting cultivation requires massive amounts of land, Bunun 
settlements were relatively small and dispersed. The requirement of new land for shifting 
19?
?
?
cultivation was certainly one of the key reason for the Bunun’s migration (Huang 2006: 
16-17; Mabuchi [1953] 2014: 189-90; Palalavi 2006: 98-108).  
The Bunun also hunted. Even though hunting accounted for only 5 percent of 
their economic activity, it was highly valued in Bunun society. In the annual 
Malahodaigian (literally “the shooting of deers’ ears”) festival, the hunting skills of adult 
males were evaluated. In addition to being an economic activity, the practice of hunting 
had a strong connection to Bunun culture, and hunters’ actions were mediated by strict 
rituals and regulations. For example, in the past, each Bunun clan had a defined hunting 
territory. It was forbidden to hunt in another clan’s territory or use another clan’s hunting 
trails without permission (Huang, Chen, and Wu 1989; Wang and Chiang 2012; Wu 
2005). 
Our knowledge of the Bunun people before the 1930s, including the information 
above, mainly comes from the oral traditions and ethnologies recorded during the 
Japanese era. While the textual accounts (e.g., Temporary Taiwan Old Manners and 
Customs Survey Society [1919]2008) conducted by the Japanese government were detail-
rich regarding many aspects of Bunun daily life, very little information was documented 
regarding how trails were used.  
The distribution of Bunun settlements in the Batongguan region during the 
Japanese period, as shown by maps from that era (Figure 2.5), suggests a web of 
connecting trails. However, it is difficult to trace these bygone pathways since they 
would have been abandoned for almost a century.  
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Figure 2.5: The distribution of Bunun settlements in the Lakulaku River 
Basin in a 1934 Taiwan map (source: 
http://gissrv4.sinica.edu.tw/gis/twhgis/, redrawn by author) 
Still, it may be possible to deduce something of the function of the Bunun trails. 
According to our knowledge of Bunun hunting practices, it can be inferred that the trails 
were used for more than just economic activities. Hunting territories were strictly defined 
by clan and as were the hunting trails (Huang, Chen, and Wu 1989; Wang and Chiang 
2012; Wu 2005). Thus, in this sense, the hunting trails must have also served as 
boundaries separating clan territories from each other. Therefore, it can be said that the 
Bunun trail was defined and used according to the relationship among Bunun social 
groups.  
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The Background of the Middle Trail 
The construction of formal trails in the Batongguan region, as opposed to the 
traditional pathways of the Bunun, was triggered by colonization. Taiwan has an 
abundance of resources that many outside powers sought to exploit. The forests of 
Taiwan constituted one of these resources. More than half of the island is mountainous, 
and early colonizing groups were largely restricted to the exploitation of forests in the 
coastal lowlands. The mountains and the hostility of indigenous groups limited access to 
other regions. The late Qing era marked the beginning of colonial exploitation of 
Taiwan’s mountains. Qing exploitation of timber resources, however, touched only the 
foothills. Qing-era profiteers avoided venturing further upland for two reasons. First, the 
timber resources needed at the time, such as camphor, could be found in the foothills. 
Second, the empire was determined to prevent conflict between Chinese settlers and 
indigenous groups, as well as to prevent Chinese criminals from escaping to the 
mountains (Chen 2005a, 2005b).  
Thus, a policy of segregation was initiated in the early eighteenth century to 
restrict the geographic extent of areas open to resource exploitation. A “savage line” 
(fanjie ??) was drawn (Figure 2.6) to isolate the “savage lands” (fandi ??). The 
barbarian line, finished in 1761, was marked as a red boundary line on maps; and as 
“water buffaloes” (tuniu/tho͘gu ??) — a ditch on the ground to physically set the 
boundary (Chen 2005b: 90-111; Chou 2015; Shih 1991). Even though the line was 
22?
?
?
pushed inland in 1790, the segregation policy generally prevented exploitation of timber 
resources at higher altitudes (Chen 2005b).  
Figure 2.6: The savage line on a map of the aborigine’s territory in Taiwan 
under the reign of Qianlong Emperor (1760) 
The segregation policy can be considered part of the passive Qing approach 
towards the governance of indigenous groups and towards Formosan affairs in general. 
Qing attitudes changed because of the Mudan ?? Incident. In 1871, a vessel from the 
Ryukyu Islands had wrecked near the southern tip of Taiwan. Some 54 members of the 
crew were murdered by ethnic Paiwan, and the Japanese Empire invaded southern 
Taiwan in 1874 to retaliate (Hung et al. 2010: 153-55).  
After the incident, the Qing Empire recognized Japan’s ambition to control 
Taiwan and started to actively develop the island and to claim jurisdiction over the entire 
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island. In 1875, Shen Baozhen??? representing the Qing government, as imperial 
commissioner, declared a new policy of “opening up the mountains and pacifying the 
savages” (kai shan fu fan ????). Transmontane trails were constructed up and down 
the island, of which one ran across the Batongguan region (Hung et al. 2010: 153-59)  
In 1875, General Wu Guangliang ??? led 2000 soldiers and workers in 
constructing the 2m-wide "Middle Trail” (Zhong lu ??). The part that ran through the 
Batongguan region is known today as the “Historic Qing Batongguan Trail” (in Mandarin 
Qing Batongguan gudao ??????) (Figure 2.7). The trail ran from Linyipu??? 
(modern-day Zhushan Township, Nantou County) in the west, crossing the Central Range 
to end at Pushige ??? (modern-day Yuli Township, Hualian County) in the east. The 
major purpose of this 152 km trail was to provide prospective Chinese settlers with an 
easier overland route to the plains of the east coast. The trail was designed in a simple 
manner to serve this purpose and was built upon two types of terrain, following ridgelines 
at times and cutting across river valleys at others. Steep ascents and descents necessitated 
stone stairways. Toward the east, the trail was routed across the northern Lakulaku River 
Basin, considered by scholars, probably as an attempt in order to avoid the more densely 
populated region to the south (Chen 1984; Chen and Ceng 1984). A few military camps 
were constructed along the trail, but no detailed information about these camps exists in 
historical accounts. Nevertheless, the plan of moving people to the east was deemed a 
failure; since the cost of maintaining the trail was fairly high, the Qing state abandoned it 
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less than 10 years after its construction (Chen 1984; Chen and Ceng 1984; Shih 1999; 
Yang and Wang 1987, 1989). 
Figure 2.7: The routes of the Middle Trail and the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail with its branches (map drawn by author) 
The Background of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and Its Branches 
The Japanese took over the administration of Taiwan from the Qing Chinese in 
1895. In the early stage of Japanese rule, official “policies for savage governance” (riban 
seisaku ????) dictated suppression of the indigenous peoples. The Japanese state set 
?????????????????????????
???? ???????????
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up guarded borders (aiyūsen ???) with electrified fences to contain and isolate 
unsubdued indigenous groups. By 1914, 436 km of guarded border surrounded the 
Central Range region. In addition to outposts along the guarded borders, “outposts for 
Savage Affairs officials” (banmu kanri chūzaisho ???????) were constructed in 
larger indigenous villages. In 1915, aboriginal governance policy shifted from 
suppression to assimilation. The “outposts for Savage Affairs officials” were repurposed 
as “police outposts” (keisatsu kanri chūzaisho ???????), with “civilizing” the 
indigenous peoples as their chief aim (Cheng 2011; Fujii 1997; Hung et al. 2010: 191-94; 
Lin [2005] 2015; Lin and Wang 2007). 
Japanese power had reached the Batongguan region in 1909. Several “outposts for 
Savage Affairs officials” were set up in the eastern section of the Batongguan region in 
1909 and 1911. Most of them were located to the north of the Lakulaku River. In 1914, 
the war between the Japanese and the indigenous Truku in the north ended. The Japanese 
decided to gain more control over the Bunun’s territory in the Lakulaku River area 
resulting in the establishment of more outposts in the Bunun heartland. The Japanese also 
confiscated firearms owned by the Bunun, which increased the number of conflicts 
between the two sides. As a consequence, a series of attacks were launched by the Bunun 
in 1915. On the 12th of May, the Kasibana ???? (Mandarin Kaxipanan ????) 
outpost to the south of the Lakulaku River was attacked and 10 officers were killed. Five 
days later, the Tahun ???? (Mandarin Dafen ??) outpost, also to the south of the 
Lakulaku River, was attacked and 12 officers were killed. In 1916, the Japanese were 
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forced to abandon all of their outposts located in the Lakulaku River Basin. It can be said 
that Japanese forces were driven out from the eastern section of the Batongguan region 
(Lin [2005] 2015: 16-21; Lin and Wang 2007). 
In order to regain their control over the area, the Japanese colonial government 
decided to construct the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail (Pattonkan etsudōro ?????
?) (Figure 2.7) to improve access to, and secure greater jurisdiction over, the region. 
Construction started in 1919 and finished in 1921. With a width of 1.2 to 1.8 m, the trail 
was wide enough to facilitate the transportation of two-wheeled human- or animal-
powered vehicles and towed artillery. The trail followed the contour lines of the terrain, 
ascending steadily from the western access point to some 3230 m above sea level, then 
descending steadily to the eastern access point, just 140 m above sea level. Hanging 
bridges, retaining walls, and tunnels were crafted to overcome difficult topography. The 
western section of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail was routed through the southern 
Chenyoulan River Basin; whereas the eastern section, unlike the Middle Trail, was built 
to the south of the Lakulaku River, in Bunun territory. In addition, four branch lines were 
constructed in the eastern section (Huang and Lin 2001a, 2001b; Lin [2005] 2015; Yang 
and Wang 1987, 1989).  
In addition to constructing trails, the Japanese built a series of police outposts to 
monitor the Bunun. At the peak of Japanese occupation in the 1930s, 46 outposts existed 
along the trail system, each housing at least six police officers. Larger outposts may have 
had more than 30 officers. Despite the difficult living conditions, police officers were 
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allowed to bring their spouses and children with them. Some of the major outposts 
included facilities intended for the benefit of the local indigenous population, such as 
health centers, grammar schools, and trading centers; or facilities for the officers and 
their families, such as Japanese schools and grocery stores stocked with imported 
Japanese goods. The construction and maintenance of these facilities was remarkable, 
given that all supplies had to be transported from lower areas on foot or using beasts of 
burden (Huang and Lin 2001a, 2001b; Lin [2005] 2015; Yang and Wang 1987, 1989). 
After the 1930s, conflict between the Japanese and the Bunun in the Batongguan 
region subsided. The Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and its branches, in addition to 
serving their original purpose, were then also used as hiking trails by tourists climbing 
Mt. Niitaka (Nītakayama ???, now called Yushan ??) then the highest peak in the 
Japanese Empire. Additionally, some of the police outposts doubled as hiking facilities, 
serving food and providing accommodation for tourists. Given the improving relations 
between the Japanese and the Bunun, plans were made to turn the Batongguan region into 
a national park, but, with war looming, the plan was never executed (Huang and Lin 
2001b; Lin 2008, 2012, 2009, [2005] 2015; Ma 1994). A plan to convert the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail into a highway had also been initiated, reported by Taiwan 
Nichinichi Shinpo ?????? in 1938, but the project was never actually executed 
("Jidōsha dōro kaitsūshi Pattonkan e ichinichi kōtei myōshun sangatsu Neimaobu made 
kaisai" 1938).  
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In the mid-1930s, the Japanese government, in order to increase its control over 
the indigenous peoples, started a mass relocation program (shūdan ijū ????), 
variously luring or forcing those living in Taiwan’s mountains to move to lower 
elevations. Because of this policy, all Bunun villages in the Batongguan region were 
moved in the late 1930s from their original locations to lower areas, and hundreds of 
stone Bunun houses were abandoned. Subsequently, because of the removal of the Bunun 
population from the Batongguan region and the massive costs associated with Japan’s 
involvement in WWII, the government was hard-pressed to justify funding the 
maintenance of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and its branches and facilities. Many 
less-important outposts and facilities were shut down. By 1944, the trail system and its 
facilities had been completely abandoned (Huang and Lin 2001a, 2001b; Lin [2005] 
2015; Yang and Wang 1987, 1989). 
The Background of the Yushan National Park Batongguan Transmontane Trail 
After WWII, the Republic of China took over Taiwan. The Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail and its police outposts remained abandoned, since the area had no 
inhabitants and maintenance costs would have been extremely high (Huang and Lin 
2001b; Lin [2005] 2015). Once the Nationalist government retreated to Taiwan in 1949, 
civilians were barred from the high mountains for national security reasons (Lin 2008: 
90-93). Therefore, the Japanese trail system and its facilities were only used by members 
of the Forest Bureau and by Bunun hunters whose families used to live in the area.  
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Mountaineering, popular at the end of the Japanese era, stopped abruptly after 
WWII, since it was a chaotic time for Taiwan. Mountaineering first resumed in 1952, 
when a party of 10 climbed Yushan. From then on, the general public was given access to 
the high mountains on a limited basis, with the government continuing to restrict traffic 
(Lin 2008: 90-93). During the 1970s, mountaineering became more popular amongst the 
Taiwanese people, and they became more likely to seek access to the high mountains. In 
1971, in order to promote mountaineering in Taiwan, several major hiking clubs selected 
“A Hundred Great Peaks” (Baiyue ??) most worth climbing, all over 3000 m. Hikers in 
Taiwan strive to “collect” these peaks to this day. With more and more people hiking the 
high mountains over time, the trails have been significantly improved by the hikers 
themselves (Lin 2008: 99-102).  
As 30 of the Hundred Great Peaks are located in the Batongguan region, it is not 
surprising that hikers have used parts of the Japanese Pattonkan trail system, despite the 
lack of maintenance, to access them. In the 1970s, people started to tread the western 
section of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail, in order to hike in the mountains in that 
area. The eastern section of the trail did not see such regular use. Despite the years of 
neglect, hikers knew that the trail they were using was the Japanese Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail; however, the history of the trail and its facilities, such as its police 
outposts, had been more or less forgotten.  
In 1977, the Republic of China’s government decided to rebuild the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail in the form of a cross-island highway (hengguan gonglu ????). 
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This raised many concerns on the part of scholars and environmentalists. After years of 
debate, fortunately, the government gave up this plan for environmental reasons. The 
decision was made also as a consequence of the establishment of Yushan National Park 
in 1985 (Lin 2008: 116-17). Since then, the Batongguan region has been under the 
management of park headquarters. Both the Qing Middle Trail and the Japanese 
Pattonkan Transmontane Trail were included within the park. Several surveys of these 
trails were conducted as a result of the establishment of Yushan National Park (Chen 
1984; Yang and Wang 1987, 1989). The Middle Trail was designated as a “heritage site,” 
but no proactive steps to preserve or reconstruct the trail were taken. Even though the 
Middle Trail is vaguely marked on maps of the park, it is impossible for ordinary people 
to hike the trail; most sections of the trail are untraceable on the ground.  
Plans to restore the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail, which was more popular with 
tourists than the remains of the Middle Trail, surfaced in the 1990s. In 2005, Yushan 
National Park finished restoring the Pattsonkan Transmontane Trail and re-introduced it 
to the public as the “Japanese-Era Batongguan Transmontane Route” (Batongguan Rizhi 
yuedaoxian ????????) (Figure 2.8); I refer to it as the Yushan National Park 
Batongguan Transmontane Trail, or the Batongguan Transmontane Trail. Because of 
damage from typhoons and earthquakes, the restored trail is invariably closed for 
maintenance a few times each year. Still, the western section of the trail is popular as a 
tourist attraction, and continues to be used for access to the peaks in the area. The eastern 
section of the trail is often closed to tourists and is mostly frequented only by those 
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conducting academic research in the heart of the Batongguan region. Both sections 
connect with a number of other hiking routes.  
Figure 2.8: The Yushan National Park Batongguan Transmontane Trail 
(map drawn by author) 
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CHAPTER THREE - Perspectives and Methods Applied to the Study of the Trails 
of the Batongguan Region 
As I have illustrated in the last chapter, the Batongguan region has a complex 
colonial history that can be explored through a material cultural perspective. In this 
chapter, I shall elaborate as to how archaeological approaches can shed new light on the 
trails in the Batongguan region, as well as provide a framework for exploring the 
dynamic of the colonization of our study area. First, I shall introduce the current state of 
research into the trails in the Batongguan region, evaluating the strengths and weaknesses 
of the previous work and demonstrating how a material perspective can enrich our 
understanding of these trails. Second, I shall propose two approaches for exploring the 
colonial history of the Batongguan region. Finally, I shall introduce the research methods 
employed in this dissertation that were developed as an adaptation to the mountainous 
environment of the Batongguan region. 
The Current State of Research on the Trails of the Batongguan Region 
The earliest study of the trails in the Batongguan region was initiated in 1980 by 
archaeologist Chen Chung-yu??? of the Institute of History and Philology, Academia 
Sinica, Taiwan. This research was designed to evaluate the cultural resources within the 
prospective territory of Yushan National Park, with a particular focus on investigating 
Chinese activities in the region, such as the construction of the Middle Trail and its 
facilities. At that time, only the western section of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail 
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constructed in the Japanese era was familiar to hikers and regularly used. The Middle 
Trail and the eastern section of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail were relatively 
unknown and had severely deteriorated because of a lack of maintenance and natural 
damage. Aided by his Bunun guides, Chen managed to rediscover some parts of the 
Middle Trail and several military camps and, in doing so, confirmed that the Middle Trail 
ran to the north of the Lakulaku River. Also, by analyzing Chinese historical accounts, 
Chen was able to discuss the historical context of the construction and abandonment of 
the Middle Trail (Chen 1984; Chen and Ceng 1984).  
The second attempt to explore the trails in the Batongguan region was undertaken 
after Yushan National Park was established in 1985. In the late 1980s, two historic trail 
specialists, Yang Nan-jun??? and Wang Su-e???, were appointed by the national 
park to investigate the trails in the park. Instead of focusing solely on the Middle Trail, 
Yang and Wang also studied the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail. Part of their research 
included the study of Chinese and Japanese historical accounts in order to discern the 
possible routes of the trails and the location of any important monuments. In addition to 
documentary research, they also interviewed Bunun elders who had lived in the 
Batongguan region before the mass relocation program in the 1930s. By comparing 
historical accounts and oral traditions as well as the survey results, Yang and Wang 
successfully uncovered the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and most of the Middle Trail 
(Yang and Wang 1989, 1987). The above-mentioned research laid the groundwork for 
subsequent studies by providing us with basic, but nevertheless solid, information about 
the trails in the Batongguan region. Chen Chung-yu’s work highlighted the cultural 
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heritage aspects of the Middle Trail and its importance within the Yushan National Park, 
while Yang Nan-jun and Wang Su-e’s work provided fundamental knowledge about the 
trails and their related facilities, inspiring many subsequent researchers. Finally, the 
efforts of all three researchers facilitated both the designation of the Middle Trail as a 
first-class “historic monument” and the creation of a “heritage area” (shiji baocunqu??
???) that covers the portions of Yushan National Park through which the trail passes. 
Yet because of the remoteness of the Middle Trail, no proactive effort has been made to 
preserve or protect the trail. 
A team led by Lin Yi-hung???, from the Department of Architecture, Chung 
Yuan Christian University, next accomplished groundbreaking research on the trails in 
the Batongguan region. Between 1998 and 2000, Lin’s team undertook a series of 
surveys in the Lakulaku River valley to provide cultural heritage preservation and 
restoration advice to Yushan National Park. One focus of the project was to explore the 
remains of abandoned Bunun villages in the Lakulaku River area; the team discovered 
and recorded more than 200 stone-slate house remnants. The complexes were assessed in 
terms of their historical value, architectural value, completeness, and accessibility. The 
other major focus was to assess the condition of the eastern section of the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail, which was dilapidated but restorable. The team’s intensive work 
was fruitful. They managed to discover the transmontane trunk trail along with its branch 
lines, as well as the police outposts, monuments, and facilities mentioned in Japanese 
documents. They mapped police outpost sites and documented the architecture of the trail 
and its related facilities, such as monuments, tunnels, and bridges. Based on Lin’s team’s 
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research and assessment the Yushan National Park was able to restore the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail, which reopened to the public in 2006 (Lin [2005] 2015, 2001; 
Huang and Lin 2001a, 2001b).  
With the help of newly developed technology such as the Global Positioning 
System (GPS), Lin’s team provided a solid platform for the study of Bunun and Japanese 
cultural heritage in the eastern section of the Batongguan region. Even though no further 
research has been done on the abandoned Bunun villages because of the remoteness of 
these sites, Lin’s investigation and the reopening of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail 
have motivated researchers to explore other aspects of the trail; topics such as cultural 
resource management (Chang 2008) and tourism development (Hung 2010) of the trail 
have been explored by graduate students. In 2008, the Department of Natural Resources 
and Environmental Studies and National Dong Hwa University, led by Chang Chia-jung 
???, launched a survey project to re-examine the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail. The 
group’s objective was to advise Yushan National Park regarding the management and 
promotion of cultural resources on the trail for the purposes of tourism; as a result, they 
undertook proper recording and evaluation of police outposts, facilities, and features of 
the trail. A second objective was to locate and record the undiscovered sections of the 
Middle Trail (Sung 2011; Sung and Chang 2012).   
In addition to the above-mentioned trail-oriented studies, Bunun scholars also 
conducted research into the Batongguan region from a number of indigenous 
perspectives. Salizan Takisvilainan, who also known by his Mandarin name Chao Tsung-
yi ???, for instance, analyzed the changing toponyms in the Lakulaku River Basin 
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from the pre-colonial period to the present. By analyzing Bunun place names, he was able 
to trace the migration of the Bunun before the period of contact with overseas peoples. 
Also, by comparing how names of different locations changed from the pre-colonial 
period to the present, Salizan successfully explored how groups with the authority to 
rename locations, such as the Chinese and Japanese, occupied a stronger position in 
power relationships compared to the indigenous people (Chao 2008). The research of 
Lumaf Tamapima (2014, 2008) addressed the migration of Bunun into the Lakulaku 
River area, including trying to trace Bunun mobility by analyzing Bunun oral traditions. 
Additionally, he managed to document the architectural forms of the residential 
complexes in the abandoned Bunun settlements. The ethnological research and fieldwork 
of both Salizan and Lumaf have helped to improve our understanding of the activities of 
the Bunun in the Lakulaku River area before the colonial era. 
Perspectives on the Colonial History of the Batongguan Region 
The above-mentioned work, whether complete or ongoing, has significantly 
enhanced our understanding of the routes and attributes of the trails in the region, as well 
as the extent to which other traces of human habitation along the trails have survived. 
 With the exception of Salizan Takisvilainan (Chao 2008), however, the majority 
of these studies concentrated on a specific period of time, or examined one individual 
trail. Collectively, previous research has focused more on the eastern section of the 
Batongguan. However, trail systems have continually been emerging and evolving in the 
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region for at least four centuries; a more comprehensive approach is needed to examine 
the chief driving force behind these events and changes: colonization.  
In order to explore the dynamics of colonization through the archaeological study 
of trails, I shall provide two perspectives from which to study the trails and history of the 
Batongguan region: the archaeology of trails, roads, and paths; and the material culture of 
Japanese police. These perspectives allow me to examine the archaeology and history of 
the trails in the Batongguan region at multiple scales of space and time, providing a 
unique angle from which to discuss colonization. 
The Archaeology of Trails, Roads, and Paths 
Trails, paths, and roads are essential infrastructure for daily life, as they allow 
people to move from place to place. People negotiate them on foot or in vehicles, using 
landmarks, features of the landscape, or GPS to navigate. Trails, paths, and roads do not 
simply link Point A with Point B; they also form web-like networks that connect human 
landscapes. As these networks exist at multiple scales in both space and time, a flexible 
archaeological approach is the best way to study such phenomena.  
The potential of an archaeological approach to the study of trails, paths, and roads 
has only recently been recognized, as Snead, Erickson, and Darling (2009) point out. 
Some now treat trails, paths, and roads as constructed environments that are “amenable to 
description, classification, analysis, and interpretation in much the same way artifacts or 
architecture are treated in traditional archaeology” (Snead, Erickson, and Darling 2009: 
2). Unlike sites and monuments, however, trails, paths, and roads are not bounded sites 
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that can be reduced to points on a map. Therefore, traditional site-based archaeology fails 
to provide an adequate scale at which to study such phenomena (Snead, Erickson, and 
Darling 2009).  
While the emergence of landscape theory provides the opportunity for a 
revolution in the study of trails, paths, and roads, Snead et al. (2009: 1) argue that such 
infrastructure and their related phenomena should be categorized as a landscape of 
movement, which is 
a context for “getting there” that evolves through action and design, 
incorporating everything from the traces of daily strolls to the mailbox 
to continent-spanning superhighways. In the process their physical 
structures engage such diverse fields as engineering, knowledge 
systems, aesthetics, historical memory, and cosmology. 
 
It is highly appropriate, as I see it, for Snead and others to employ landscape 
theory in the study of trails, paths, and roads. Nevertheless, such infrastructure was not 
the subjects of studies undertaken when landscape theory was first developed in 
archaeology. As Knapp and Ashmore (1999) point out, in the past, archaeologists’ 
attention to space and landscapes tended to focus on the “settlement,” emphasizing an 
isolable “hot spot,” such as a site. More recently, archaeologists have started to expand 
their interpretive gaze beyond the site, developing terms like “place of interest” that can 
include a comprehensive distribution of human traces in and between loci. Concepts such 
as “siteless archaeology,” “off-site archaeology,” or “distributional archaeology” help 
archaeologists study landscapes and diffuse residues of human activities, such as field 
systems, farms, industrial sites, roads, and ephemeral traces of non-sedentary peoples, 
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instead of focusing solely on settlement sites (Knapp and Ashmore 1999). It is only 
through such developments that the importance of the “landscape in between” could be 
acknowledged. As Christopher Tilley stresses, a landscape consists of two elements: 
places and their properties, and paths or routes of movement between these places and 
their properties. The description of a landscape should contain both (Tilley 2010: 27; 
1994).  
These developments in landscape archaeology provide us with a sound theoretical 
background with which to study the trails in the Batongguan region. Following Snead et 
al. (2009), I see the trails of the Batongguan region as part of a landscape of movement. 
In this dissertation, I place the trails in the context of a landscape and study their physical 
attributes as material representations of human mobility in order to understand aspects of 
movement in the past and the present.  
The “new mobilities” paradigm, as Sheller and Urry (2006) have noted, has 
emerged in the social sciences, including disciplines such as anthropology, cultural 
studies, geography, migration studies, science and technology studies, tourism and 
transport studies, and sociology. They argue that the sedentarism embedded in social 
science treats stability, meaning, and place as normal and treats distance, change, and 
placelessness as abnormal. Consequently, social science research is often static and 
therefore largely ignores or trivializes the importance of the systematic movements of 
people. The “new mobilities” paradigm challenges the above-mentioned presumptions 
and emphasizes that all places are tied into at least a thin network of connection that 
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stretches beyond each place and, therefore, nowhere can be an “island.” The study of 
mobility is not limited by fixed boundaries and attends to the dynamic of the network.  
Previous studies concerning mobility, as pointed out by Cresswell (2010: 160), 
only consider “human movement as a given—an empty space that needed to be expunged 
or limited.” Thus, previous research studying mobility is not about mobility itself, but 
actually the relationship between and among places. In addition, such research was “held 
apart by disciplinary and sub-disciplinary boundaries that mitigated against a more 
holistic understanding of mobilities.” Instead, the new mobilities paradigm brings 
together a “diverse array of forms of movement across scales ranging from the body to 
the globe,” placing mobility itself as the subject of study (2010: 160).  
There is a growing interest in the study of movement in archaeology, as Beaudry 
and Parno (2013) point out. They align themselves with the new mobilities paradigm 
argued by Sheller and Urry and propose that archaeology provides a good perspective for 
understanding human movement in the past and near past. They point out that even 
though issues related to movement have been the focus of archaeological study since the 
field began, including issues such as migration and diffusion, invasion, conquest, and 
imperial imposition, colonialism, trade and the movement of goods, people, and animals, 
seafaring and its associated technologies, and nomadism, the subject of such research was 
actually about places and not movement. Only recently have archaeologists started to 
consider movement itself as an object of inquiry. In order to understand movement in the 
past, Beaudry and Parno (2013: 1) argue that archaeologists need to 
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shift away from traditional, fieldwork-based archaeological ontologies 
towards fluid, trajectory-based studies. Archaeology, by its very nature, 
locates objects frozen in space (literally in their three-dimensional 
matrices) at sites that are often stripped of people. An archaeology of 
movement must break away from this stasis and cut new pathways that 
trace the boundary-crossing contextuality inherent in object/person 
mobility. 
 
I agree with Beaudry and Parno and place human mobility as the objective of this 
dissertation. I study the trails in the Batongguan region and explore their dynamic of 
movement by untangling elements of mobility provided by the geographer Tim Cresswell 
(2010). I shall first observe the “physical movement” of these trails, the configuration of 
the trail in our case. Physical movement can be measured and mapped by archaeological 
methods such as reconnaissance survey, intensive survey, remote sensing, GIS, and 
excavation (Snead, Erickson, and Darling 2009). Then, I shall examine “the 
representations of movement,” the shared meaning of the trail; this dataset can be drawn 
from archaeological evidence, historical accounts, oral traditions, ethnographies, and 
interviews. Finally, by examining relationships between physical movement and the 
representations of movement, I shall be able to discuss “the practice of movement,” and 
in so doing, be able to explore the materiality of trails in the Batongguan region from the 
pre-colonial period to the present. 
The Material Culture of the Japanese Police Outposts 
The second perspective I apply to explore the dynamic of colonization in this 
dissertation is material culture. Specifically, I aim to explore the material culture of 
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Japanese police by using multiple sources to study the police outposts on the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail and its branch lines. I concentrate on police outposts, because they 
played a significant role in the Japanese colonization. As mentioned above, despite living 
in a relatively difficult and dangerous environment, many police officers in the mountain 
outposts lived with their families. In such cases, the police outpost served not only as 
semi-military facilities, but also as domestic compounds. This dual role of the police 
outpost can be considered as an image of modern Japan that the government conveyed to 
the local indigenous groups. Accordingly, the examination of the lifeways of Japanese 
officers and their dependents should help us to comprehend the nature of Japanese 
colonization in the Batongguan region.  
From previous studies (e.g., Lin [2005] 2015; Yang and Wang 1987, 1989), I 
have learned important information about the police outposts, such as when the outposts 
were established and abandoned and the identities of the officers in each outpost. This 
information, derived chiefly from research in governmental archives, provides only a 
partial picture of life in the police outposts. Thus, in this dissertation, I shall focus on 
information beyond official archives, such as historical records that relate to daily life, 
including newspaper articles and travelers’ accounts, as well as on archaeological records 
(Beaudry 1995). I shall consider the historical record as a form of material culture that 
should be interpreted alongside archaeological records (Wilkie 2006; Beaudry 1995; 
Hicks and Beaudry 2006). Accordingly, I shall consider and analyze multiple resources, 
including archaeological evidence, oral traditions, and historical accounts (maps, images, 
news, advertisements, travel notes, and other possible sources) in order to offer a 
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coherent reconstruction of the lifeways of those who lived at the Japanese police 
outposts. 
The Study of Colonialism in the Batongguan Region 
By using resources such as written documents, images, maps, and oral history, as 
Lawrence and Shepherd (2006: 71) point out, historical archaeologists are capable of 
broadening archaeological approaches to colonialism and of contributing to the 
archaeological study of colonialism in any period of time. Through this dissertation 
research, I also aim to explore the dynamics of colonization and endeavor to provide 
insight into the study of colonialism in other parts of the world. The application of the 
two above-mentioned perspectives will allow me to explore the dynamics of colonization 
at multiple scales of space and time. 
The first approach operates at a broad temporal and spatial scale and employs the 
theme of mobility to study the colonial landscape of the trails in the Batongguan region. 
Michael Given (2004) provides an excellent example of such a study, by analyzing the 
colonial landscape of southwestern Anatolia under the early Roman Empire. He points 
out that new Roman road played a significant role in the imperial scene. It enabled the 
movement of troops and the extraction of surplus wealth. It connected the new 
settlements established by colonizers. The locals who lived in new settlements inevitably 
had to use the road and follow the regulations. Yet a significant part of the local 
population living in nearby rural areas refused to use the road. These people managed to 
maintain their identity and autonomy under Roman rule by choice. Thus, by paying equal 
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attention to both groups and their practices, it is possible to discuss the archaeology of the 
colonized people.  
In this dissertation, therefore, I shall explore the evolution of the trail from an 
archaeological perspective, focusing on the relationship between the configurations of the 
trail and colonialism as well as analyzing the distribution of human settlements, such as 
Bunun villages, police outposts, and National Park facilities. Ultimately, I intend to 
discuss the colonial/post-colonial landscape of the Batongguan region by placing human 
mobility as the subject of the investigation, and to explore how colonization influences 
mobility and vice versa.  
The second perspective taken in my study of colonization focuses on a smaller 
scale of time and space, the material culture of police outposts. I intend to explore the 
dual role of police outposts, as elements of colonial frontier as well as a set of 
households. James (2002: 42-45) in his discussion of Roman military sites in Britain 
points out that in many cases, commanders had their wives, children, and slaves in the 
fort. Even soldiers had their families in the fort, despite the legal ban. In this sense, the 
military and non-military personnel formed a military community. He argues that 
focusing on the military community encourages a shift of perspective from “military-as-
institution” to “soldier-as-person.” This shift provides a “bottom-up” view that sheds 
light on the study of Roman military. By the same token, I consider the study of material 
culture of police outposts an appropriate lens through which to investigate colonialism. 
As a trained historical archaeologist, I shall be able to use multiple sources such as 
written documents, images, maps, oral history, and material culture to illustrate aspects of 
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the Batongguan region’s police outposts that can be constructive when discussing 
dynamics of colonization in other parts of the world. 
Research Methods 
As mentioned in Chapter Two, the Batongguan region has mountainous terrain 
and an extreme environment. Conducting field archaeology in the area requires methods 
that allow one to overcome, and/or adapt to, many obstacles. In addition, my research 
aims to explore the dynamic of colonization by investigating multiple scales of space and 
time, from the Batongguan landscape to a particular individual police outpost and from 
the seventeenth century to the present. Ensuring the success of this dissertation requires a 
set of well-developed research methods that are both flexible and adjustable.  
Since 2012, I have been collaborating with scholars with different backgrounds 
from National Taiwan University, Academia Sinica, and National Dong Hwa University, 
leading or participating in field research in the Batongguan region (Sung et al. 2014; 
Chen and Cheng 2013; Sung and Chang 2012). The research teams have surveyed the 
Middle Trail, the Japanese trail system and the Batongguan Transmontane Trail and 
investigated many abandoned Bunun settlements and Japanese police outposts.  
In the first two seasons, my role in the team was to evaluate the possibility of 
conducting archaeological work in the heart of the Batongguan region, and to narrow 
down potential analytical approaches that could be employed to study the trail. During 
2012 and 2013, our team managed to survey parts of the Middle Trail and the Japanese 
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trail system as well as over 30 police outposts; we made some new discoveries that 
previous researchers had overlooked. For example, we were able to locate trash dumps, 
stone stoves, and many other archaeological features at the police outpost sites that had 
not been identified or noticed by scholars from other disciplines (Chen and Cheng 2013). 
Learning from the experience of the first two seasons, I developed a set of research 
methods applicable to my dissertational research. In the following paragraphs, I introduce 
these methods and explain how they provide new perspectives to the study of the trails in 
the Batongguan region. 
Surveying the Trails in the Batongguan Region 
Because of the mountainous environment, it is unlikely, if not impossible, to 
conduct an intensive survey of the Batongguan region. Actually, walking off the existent 
trail is very difficult because of the thick vegetation, and it can be quite dangerous 
because of the precipitous terrain. Therefore, the only way to survey the trails in 
Batongguan is to use GPS to record the trail’s configurations. Even this kind of survey is 
not easy. For example, traveling the relatively well-preserved Pattonkan Transmontane 
Trail (modern-day Batongguan Transmontane Trail) requires seven to eight days of 
hiking. The research team needs to carry all their food, personal belongings, camping 
gear, field equipment, and other supplies. If the survey trip includes the investigation of 
police outposts or abandoned Bunun settlements, then extra days of traveling and heavy 
equipment, such as a total station and extra supplies, are needed.  
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Surveying in areas without well-maintained trails is even more difficult. Even 
though the Middle Trail is marked on the map of Yushan National Park, the trail has not 
been listed as one of the hiking routes opened to the public, since the actual path is almost 
untraceable, at least for tourists. Surveys of the Middle Trail have to be led by 
experienced Bunun guides, since they, or members of their families, have used parts of 
the trail before. Still, many sections of the trail are missing because its man-made features 
have eroded and therefore are impossible to trace. In many cases, our survey team had to 
stop and search our surroundings in order to find features, such as stairways or trail 
foundations, so that we could continue tracing the trail; this could take as much as a full 
day. Thus, several variables must be considered when planning surveys in this area, such 
as how many days are needed for a trip and obtaining the appropriate amount of 
equipment and supplies accordingly. For all of these reasons, surveys of the Middle Trail 
or the Japanese trail system often require several expeditions. 
The Bunun Trails 
Unlike the Middle Trail and the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail, the traditional 
Bunun trails were footpaths that had no structures made of imperishable materials. The 
trails were a web-like system that connected Bunun settlements in the Batongguan region 
prior to the mid-1930s, when the Bunun were forced to move to the lower lands. The 
form of the Bunun trails were likely similar to the form of ad hoc hiking routes that are 
found outside of the national park or the National Scenic Area system in the mountains of 
Taiwan today, consisting primarily of passageways cut through areas with thick 
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vegetation and steep terrain. Such trails are narrow, allowing only one person to pass at a 
time. No structures, such as stepping stones, fences, or retaining walls, are made of 
imperishable material. Their only structures are simple bridges made of wood and vines 
to pass small streams. This kind of trail often vanishes within a decade, or even less, after 
its abandonment; I shall elaborate on this further in the next chapter. Thus, the Bunun 
trails, presumably abandoned in the mid-1930s, have almost completely vanished today. 
Without any traceable structures, it is unlikely that the Bunun’s traditional physical 
network of trails in the mountains of Batongguan can be mapped. 
It is possible, however, to explore other elements and aspects of the Bunun trails. 
For example, participating in the Bunun’s “roots-seeking” (xungen??) expeditions is 
one promising approach. roots-seeking, a common activity for some of the indigenous 
groups of Taiwan, is to travel back to one’s ancestral lands. Through the trip, the elders 
are able to pass their traditional knowledge on to the younger generations. By taking part 
in such Bunun activities, I had the chance to examine the stone-slated structures in 
abandoned Bunun settlements and to learn more about the traditional Bunun trails. The 
trails that are used to travel to the abandoned settlements are called “hunting trails” (lielu 
??), because they have been used by the Bunun hunters since the 1930s. The hunting 
trails may not be identical to the pre-1930s Bunun trails, but an examination of these 
trails may provide information that will allow me to get a grasp of the possible layout of 
the traditional Bunun trails.  
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The Middle Trail  
Because of a lack of maintenance, the Middle Trail is in poor condition. To 
survey the trail, professionals with advanced mountaineering skills are required. Since 
2014, I have joined a research team on the Middle Trail and have participated in some of 
their surveys. The project, started in 2013, is led by National Dong Hwa University and 
sponsored by Yushan National Park. Since the project is a collaboration with the national 
park, many Bunun park rangers have taken part in the surveys. With the help of these 
Bunun, the research team has managed to survey the major parts of the Middle Trail 
(Sung and Chang 2012, 2015). As a member of the research team during these surveys, I 
recorded the route of the Middle Trail using GPS, photographed the trail’s attributes, and 
identified possible archaeological features or sites, such as military camps. Additionally, I 
helped to identify and analyze the data collected by other team members and incorporated 
their GPS records into the GIS database.  
The Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and the Batongguan Transmontane Trail  
As mentioned in the previous chapter, the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail 
constructed in 1921 was remade into the Batongguan Transmontane Trail by the Yushan 
National Park in 2006. Since then, the trail has been maintained by the national park. 
Thus, surveying the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and the Batongguan Transmontane 
Trail is relatively easy, compared with surveying the Middle Trail. Between 2012 and 
2015, I led a team composed of scholars from Boston University, National Taiwan 
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University, Academia Sinica, and National Dong Hwa University on a survey of the 
Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and the Batongguan Transmontane Trail (Chen and Cheng 
2013; Sung et al. 2014). In addition to using GPS to record the route of the trail, I also 
focused on two goals. The first goal was to identify and observe the differences between 
the original and the redone trail in terms of their configurations. The second goal was to 
observe the structures and facilities built by the Japanese and the national park along the 
trail, recording their location and inspecting their features. These structures and facilities 
include bridges, tunnels, police outposts, monuments, mountain shelters, signs, and other 
features. In addition to the actual survey of the trail, I also participated in regular trail 
maintenance work undertaken by Bunun park rangers/workers and interviewed them 
about their work. By participating in this ten-day expedition, I learned how Yushan 
National Park staff maintains the trail as well as how modern Bunun relate to their 
traditional territory, now under institutional control. 
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Investigating the Japanese Police Outposts 
As mentioned above, between 2012 and 2015, I led a team conducting a survey in 
the Batongguan region. In addition to the survey of the Japanese trail system, we also 
investigated the police outpost sites along the trails. Before any archaeological surveys 
were done on the Japanese trail system, our knowledge of the Japanese police outposts 
came from earlier architectural observations (Lin [2005] 2015, 2001, 2009a). The 
condition of building remains had been recorded, but the quality and quantity of the 
artifacts were not described in detail. Thus, in the 2012 and 2013 season, our survey of 
the police outpost sites focused on determining the layout and archaeological features of 
these sites and on recording the distribution of material remains.  
Figure 3.1: Mapping the Wabano site (photo taken by Chang Chia-jung in 
2013) 
We surveyed 30 police outposts and mapped six of them that I considered 
important and relevant to my research topics explored in this dissertation, including 
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Sekidō ?? (Mandarin Shidong ??), Tomiri???(Mandarin Shisanli ???), 
Wabano??? (Mandarin Huabanuo ???), Tahun ???? (Mandarin Dafen ??) 
????, Tomasu??? (Mandarin Tuomasi???), and Hideikoran??? 
(Mandarin Xiuguluan???) police outposts (e.g, Figure 3.1).  
We cleared some vegetation from the surface in order to reveal the layout of these 
sites. By comparing archival photos and the layout of each site, our team managed to 
identify features that had not been noticed by previous researchers (Chen and Cheng 
2013). Our team also recorded the distribution of material remains in the six selected 
police outposts. We confirmed the presence of abundant artifacts at these sites, most of 
which are glass bottles and ceramic wares, mostly liquor bottles. Instead of being in a 
deposit, these artifacts were found lying on the surface. This can be attributed to the fact 
that these sites have been abandoned for only 80 years. Artifacts were found sporadically 
in the living areas, but were primarily concentrated at the slope on the edge of the police 
outpost terrace. My interviews with people who often use the trail suggest that the 
artifacts might have been thrown there by the patrols of the national park, which means 
that even the surface middens may have been secondary deposits. The types of artifacts 
recorded included food-related objects, such as ceramic cups, bowls, and plates, liquor 
bottles, seasoning bottles, metallic cooking wares, personal items such as medicine 
containers, cosmetics containers, ink containers; and instruments of warfare such as 
artillery barrels, shells, barbed wire, and insulators. These artifacts demonstrate the nature 
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of the police outposts as both semi-military facilities and as domestic compounds 
occupied by the police officers and their dependents.  
The results of the 2012 and 2013 seasons show the potential of conducting 
archaeological work in the abandoned Japanese police outposts. We also noticed, 
however, that many of these sites had already been severely damaged or altered. Some of 
the larger outposts have been reconstructed by the national park as huts or other facilities. 
In such cases, the original building foundations were completely removed and artifacts 
were missing. In addition, tourists tend to pick up artifacts as souvenirs when traveling in 
the Batongguan Transmontane Trail, especially the smaller glass bottles with labels or 
embossed inscriptions, which leaves archaeologists with only partial samples in some 
sites. Also, some visitors like to move artifacts and put them together for photographing, 
which alters the artifacts’ original context. Nevertheless, our team managed to identify 
two sites, Hideikoran and Sekidō police outposts, that are relatively undisturbed, since 
they have not been reconstructed or used as the base of trail maintenance works and are 
relatively unknown to the general public.  
Based on the knowledge we gleaned from the previous survey, we decided that 
for the team’s advanced investigation of the police outposts during the 2014-15 season, 
we would focus on Japanese lifeways through the study of artifacts found in the sites. 
Learning from the previous survey, we noticed that some important characteristics of the 
Japanese artifacts should be considered while doing this fieldwork. 1) The artifacts are 
laying on the surface, so there is no need for “digging” to acquire them; 2) the quantity of 
the artifacts in police outpost sites can be massive, especially in the large police outposts. 
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The artifact concentration at the slope on the edge of the police outpost terrace might be 
secondary deposits and provide no information about their original context; 4) many 
police outposts have been severely damaged and artifacts at these sites are often taken or 
moved by the tourists. Considering the remoteness of the sites and the difficulty of 
transporting heavy artifacts, bringing a massive number of artifacts back to lab was not 
an option. Therefore, I developed a sophisticated and practical strategy to record and 
collect artifacts found in the police outpost sites.  
I chose Hideikoran and Sekidō police outposts (Figure 3.2) at which to conduct 
full-coverage archaeological investigations. Hideikoran police outpost is located in the 
western section of the trail. It requires two days of hiking to reach from the western 
trailhead and one more day to return. The national park-built Central Gold Mine 
(Zhongyang jinkuang????) hut is directly opposite to the site, across a small stream 
that has served as the water resource for the area.  
The Central Gold Mine hut was used as the base of our investigation. Although, it 
is located near a mountain cabin, people had not been aware of the Hideikoran site until 
recently; this is because it is not located adjacent to the trail. The site was rediscovered by 
the Dong Hwa University team in 2011 and had remained undisturbed until we conducted 
our archaeological investigations in 2013 and 2014 (Chen and Cheng 2013; Sung 2011). 
The wooden outpost building had burned down by the time the site was rediscovered; 
only some stone foundations remained. Even though the building was gone, the trash 
dump at edge of the police outpost terrace was undisturbed.  
55?
?
?
Figure 3.2: The location of Hideikoran and Sekidō sites (map drawn by 
author) 
The Sekidō police outpost lies in the eastern section of the Batongguan 
Transmontane Trail (Figure 3.2). Reaching this site requires two days of hiking from the 
eastern trailhead and one more day to return. The site is half an hour away from the 
Baoyai ?? hut. Since an hour of round-trip hiking is more than acceptable for us, the 
Boyai hut was chosen as the base from which to conduct our archaeological investigation 
of the Sekidō site. As it is located around 30 m above the Batongguan Transmontane 
Trail, the Sekidō site is unnoticed by tourists and has never been used as the base for trail 
????????????????????????????????
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maintenance work. Ironically, the inconvenience of the site actually protects it from 
disturbance. Like many other Japanese sites on the trail, the wooden outpost building is 
gone. As at the Hideikoran site, however, the trash dump located at edge of the police 
outpost terrace was undisturbed. 
In the Hideikoran and Sekidō sites, our team first cleared and then walked in 
transect the terraces where the living areas of the outposts were located. We observed and 
documented the stone structures and features visible on the surface. The scattered 
artifacts found in the living area were labeled, photographed, and recorded in situ (Figure 
3.3). In this way, we were able to record the distribution of the artifacts in the living area.  
Figure 3.3: Recording artifacts in Sekidō sites (photo taken by author in 
2014) 
To investigate the artifact concentration areas at the slope on the edge of the 
police outpost terraces discovered in the previous surveys, we used a different recording 
method. We first had a couple of team members climb down the slope to determine the 
perimeter of the concentration of the artifacts. After the perimeter was defined, all the 
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team members relocated to the bottom end of the concentration. The team members stood 
at the same level with an interval of roughly two m between them then moved upward 
simultaneously. Level by level, all of the team members, except one who kept notes, took 
turns to call out the artifacts within their eyesight by their types and quantities (Figure 
3.4). While moving up, the intervals between two members would change to adjust to the 
difficult terrain and dense brush; but every inch of the slope was covered and every 
visible artifact was recorded. In this way, by the time the team reached the police outpost 
terrace, we had a full assessment artifact types and quantities in the trash dump.  
Figure 3.4: Recording artifacts in the artifact concentration areas at the 
slope on the edge of the Sekidō police outpost terraces (photo taken by 
Hsiao Yi-fan in 2014) 
As I have mentioned, the artifacts clustered on the slopes could be secondary 
deposition caused either by the original occupants of the police outposts or by the park 
rangers. In addition, the artifacts have been washing down slope for decades, which 
suggests that the current location of these artifacts might provide no information about 
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their original context. Regardless, our method was designed to record how the artifacts 
were distributed vertically, in case the information proves useful in the future. It should 
be noted that even though we undertook full-coverage archaeological investigation at the 
Hideikoran and Sekidō sites, a small number of artifacts might not have been recorded 
using our method. As I have mentioned, the previous observation suggests that the 
artifacts in the police outpost are lying on the surface, instead of being buried in the 
ground. On the sloping areas, some smaller objects might be covered with eroding soil 
and might not have been visible to the surveyors. It is likely, though, that the majority of 
the objects were visible and have been recorded. Furthermore, when investigating the 
slope, the team would avoid areas that were considered too dangerous to climb, such as 
steep slopes and cliffs. The artifacts located in these areas, composing only a small 
portion of the sites, were not recorded.  
Through the above-mentioned method, we were able to learn how artifacts were 
distributed in the living area at the police outpost terrace and to determine the types of 
artifacts found in the trash dump as well as at the site overall and the quantities of each 
type. Apart from recording objects in situ, we also collected artifacts for lab analysis. As 
it is impossible to collect every object in the field, considering the distance of these sites 
from our research headquarter in Taipei, we had to decide which artifacts to carry out. 
Our strategy of collection was to obtain a set of artifacts in each of the Hideikoran and 
Sekidō sites for further lab examination. From the previous surveys (Chen and Cheng 
2013), I had a general idea about the types of artifacts that could be found in the police 
outposts. A further examination was required, however, in order to acquire more 
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information about the artifacts, such as their place of origin, qualities, functionalities, and 
other aspects. To meet this need, I brought at least one artifact of each type back to the 
lab in Academia Sinica.   
As I have mentioned, our team has surveyed and mapped many police outposts 
along the Japanese trail system other than the Hideikoran and Sekidō sites. For other 
police outposts, we had a different strategy for artifact recording and collecting. We 
recorded the distribution of artifacts in the living area and located the trash dumps. While 
doing the surveys of these site, we also simultaneously collected one set of artifacts–at 
least one artifact of each type–to bring back to the lab. In addition to the collection of 
type-artifacts, special features, such as a cluster of artifacts with a special arrangement, 
were recorded, photographed, and collected selectively.  
Archival Research 
Archival research done during previous studies regarding the Japanese trail 
system and its police outposts has focused chiefly on the official archives (e.g., Lin 
[2005] 2015; Yang and Wang 1989, 1987). Despite providing solid information sources 
about our subjects of study, such an approach overlooks a series of abundant and 
significant information that allow us to explore many other aspects of the Japanese trail 
system and police outposts. Thus, as this dissertation aims to explore the region’s history 
though a material cultural perspective, I apply a historical archaeological method 
emphasizing the importance of incorporating multiple sources while interpreting 
archaeological evidence (Wilkie 2006; Beaudry 1995, 2011). Thus I have used libraries, 
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digital databases, and other archives to gather data from articles in newspapers, journals, 
books, ethnographies, images, videos, maps, advertisements, and many other types of 
documents. I also recorded oral traditions while I was in the mountains with my Bunun 
informants. As a result, I have gathered more than 2700 pieces of information that are 
stored and organized in a database using a cloud-based computer application, Evernote 
(version 5.9.6.9494).   
GIS Analysis  
The datasets collected from our surveys and from the previous studies done by 
other scholars, which include the routes of the Middle Trail, the Japanese trail system, 
and the Batongguan Transmontane Trail, the locations of Bunun settlements, Japanese 
police outpost and facilities, and the modern facilities, and other information, are 
incorporated into the GIS. In addition to the abovementioned data, I also managed to 
incorporate some qualitative data drawn from my archival research into a GIS.  
As I have mentioned, previous studies concentrate on the eastern section of the 
Batongguan region, the Lakulaku River Basin. Thus, because the nature of the data, the 
special analysis in this dissertation focuses more on the Lakulaku River Basin in order to 
explore comprehensively subjects such as the trails’ configuration and their relationships 
to the region’s histories, relationships between the police outposts and the Bunun 
settlements, the movement of people on the Batongguan region. I shall elaborate more on 
these subjects in Chapter Five. 
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Material Analysis 
The artifacts collected from the field were cleaned, labeled, categorized, 
measured, recorded, and photographed in the lab. Some of the artifacts required some 
comparative analysis to determine their functions. Most of the artifacts’ functions could 
be identified immediately, however, since they are familiar to the modern eye. The next 
step was to figure out the artifacts’ place of origin. For many of those objects with 
inscriptions, such as drinking bottles, internet searching normally provided satisfying 
results, since many of the product brands survive today and their corporate histories can 
be researched. Alternatively, some artifacts without inscriptions could be identified by 
comparing them to images found in the advertisements, books, and newspaper articles of 
the first half of the twentieth century. As for the ceramic wares, the motifs and the 
materials were the two most important variables used to determine origins. The above-
mentioned attributions were incorporated into a database made with Filemaker (version 
12) for further analysis.  
Although the artifact recording and collecting strategy introduced in the previous 
sections aims to gather comprehensive data about police outposts, however, limited by 
the natural environment, the data drawn from the artifacts recorded and collected in the 
field may not be sufficient in number for statistical analysis. Nevertheless, by integrating 
and analyzing multiple sources of information drawn from the artifact study and the 
archival research, I am able to reveal the lifeways of Japanese officers and their 
dependents and provide a comprehensive interpretation of Japanese colonization in the 
Batongguan region. I shall elaborate more on these findings in Chapter Six. 
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CHAPTER FOUR - Human Mobility and the Past and Present Trails of the 
Batongguan Region 
I shall start this chapter by introducing a poem, “Go Over Mountains Back to 
Masisan” (Fan shan yue ling zhi Maxisang ????????):  
The ancestors 
Entered the New World 
 
From Asang Daingaz 
They went over valleys 
Across streams and over crest lines 
Across plains and over mountain tops 
 
They came 
To Masisan, the New World 
A shadowy land that the sunlight reached the last 
To Masisan, the Ancestral Place 
They came 
 
Through the Slender Bamboos 
Through the Black Bears that walked by 
Through the Ferns and the Steam 
From Asang 
 
Started the path of seeking roots 
The descendants 
 
(Takisvilainan Islituan 2013: 116-17), translation from Mata Taiwan 
https://www.matataiwan.com/2013/09/17/bunun-asang-masisan/)  
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This poem is by Salizan Takisvilainan, a young Bunun poet and scholar who also 
goes by the Mandarin name Chao Tsung-yi???. He was born in 1981 and grew up in 
the village of Zhongping?? in Zhuoxi ?? Township, Hualian County in eastern 
Taiwan. In Chapter Three I discussed how he uses place names in his writings to 
represent changing power relationships in the Lakulaku River Basin (Chao 2008).  
Like many young Bunun, Salizan, whose family hailed from the upper reaches of 
the Lakulaku River, had never been to his ancestral home. One summer while Salizan 
was attending college, he was invited to participate in a survey of Japanese and Bunun 
heritage sites in the Lakulaku River Basin organized by Chung Yuan Christian University 
and Yushan National Park. During that trip, Salizan finally got his first chance to set foot 
where his grandfather had once lived: Masisan. In Bunun, this name means “the place 
where the sunshine reaches last in the morning.” Because of this life-changing 
experience, Salizan began to devote himself to Bunun revitalization activities and has 
been persistently documenting and writing about Bunun culture and history.  
“Go Over Mountains Back to Masisan” is based on the Bunun epic mentioned in 
Chapter Two and also on Salizan’s experience of the survey trip. Read from beginning to 
end, it describes how the Bunun clans moved east and arrived at the upper reaches of the 
Lakulaku River. Salizan’s clan — the Takisvilainan — resettled from Asang Daingaz 
(“the old settlement,” in the western section of the Batongguan region) to a new land 
called Masisan, on the other side of the Central Range. Read from end to beginning, the 
poem describes how modern Bunun such as Salizan himself, living in their foothill asang 
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(settlements), approach their ancestral land on roots-seeking expeditions. The modern 
descendants pass by former settlements called “the Slender Bamboos,” “the Black 
Bears,” “the Ferns,” and “the Steam,” finally arriving at Masisan on the upper reaches of 
the Lakulalu River. The text of the poem is intentionally arranged in the shape of a 
mountain. Salizan wants to stress the effort exerted by both ancestors and descendants to 
move through the mountainous landscape of their traditional territory, both in the past 
and in the present. The longest sentence is in the middle of the poem: “in the morning, 
the village in the shadow, the sunshine last reaching place.” This place, Masisan, is where 
the descendants meet the ancestors. It serves as both old land and new land for Salizan’s 
clan (Takisvilainan Islituan 2013: 116-17; 2014: 111-13).  
Salizan’s poem epitomizes the kind of stories that I will explore in this chapter; it 
begins with the Bunun’s arrival to the Batongguan region in the early seventeenth century 
and ends with the reality of today, in which they have been separated from their 
traditional territory for nearly a century.  
As I illustrated in Chapter Two, the Batongguan region has been occupied or 
controlled by several groups of people since the seventeenth century. Each of these 
groups has left their mark on this spectacular mountain landscape. In this chapter, I focus 
on the trails that were developed and used by these peoples, examining especially their 
distribution over space and time on a large scale. By applying multiple sources, such as 
historical maps, historical accounts, ethnologies, oral traditions, interviews, and field 
research conducted by myself and others, I shall introduce how the various trails are or 
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were configured, and how they are or were used by different groups of people. This will 
serve as a foundation for further discussion in Chapter Five. 
The surveys and research conducted on the Batongguan region in recent years, 
including the those in which I have participated, have mainly taken place in its eastern 
section (e.g., Chen and Cheng 2013; Sung et al. 2014; Lin [2005] 2015, 2001; Huang and 
Lin 2001a, 2001b, 1999; Chen and Cheng 2014) in the Lakulaku River Basin (Figure 4.1, 
Figure 4.2). In order to apply the largest dataset that I can, and thus enable a more 
profound discussion, this chapter will mainly focus on the area surrounding the basin.  
The Lakulaku River Basin covers an area of approximately 400 square kilometers. 
It is currently administered as part of Zhuoxi Township, Hualian County. Sections 
covered by Yushan National Park are under the management of the park system’s Nan’an 
?? Station. In terms of topography, the Lakulaku River Basin is surrounded by 
mountains higher than 3000 m on its western, northern, and southern sides. The Central 
Range lies to the west, the Mt. Mabolasi ???? (3785 m) massif to the north, and the 
Mt. Xinkang?? (3331m) massif to the south. In the east, the basin connects to the 
Hualian-Taidong Rift Valley (Figure 4.1, Figure 4.2). 
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Figure 4.1: The Lakulaku River Basin (map drawn by the author) 
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Figure 4.2: The Lakulaku River Basin in the eastern section of the 
Batongguan region (map drawn by the author) 
The Trails of the Batongguan Region: Configuration and Utilization 
In this section, I introduce the configurations and uses of the trails of the 
Batongguan region. By configuration, I refer to various aspects of a trail system, 
including its routing, branch lines, infrastructure, condition, and related facilities. As the 
?????????????????????
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trails of the Batongguan region developed during different time periods, information on 
the earlier trails is inevitably scarce and varying in nature. Therefore, when introducing 
these trails, I shall include further explanations of how multiple sources have been 
applied and interpreted.  
The Traditional Bunun Trails 
By “traditional” Bunun trails, I refer to the trail system developed and regularly 
used by the Bunun from their arrival in the Batongguan region until the mid-1930s. Since 
Bunun expansion across the Batongguan region proceeded in stages, as explained in 
Chapter Two, the development of the trail system must have been a gradual process, 
starting first in the western section of the Batongguan region before expanding across the 
eastern section and eventually south beyond the area. For about 300 years, these trails 
were used by the Bunun on a daily basis for hunting, work, and travel between 
settlements.  
In terms of archival evidence, as I mentioned in Chapter Two, many reports on 
Bunun material culture were recorded during the Japanese era. Not many of them focus 
on trails, but we do have a handful of old photos taken during the 1930s that show 
sections of the Bunun trails.  
For example, in one photo of two Bunun houses, we can see a trail connecting the 
housing complex that extends to the bottom of the photo (Figure 4.3). The trail in the 
photo cuts through vegetation and steep terrain. The tread is narrow and could not have 
allowed two people to walk side by side. No stepping stones, fences, retaining walls, or 
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other imperishable structures can be seen in the photo. The trail appears to have been 
similar to the trails used by modern-day Bunun to hunt or work in the mountains. Some 
other old photos record the presence of bridges, made of wood, vines, or bamboo, built to 
help people to cross small streams (Figure 4.4, Figure 4.5, Figure 4.6, and Figure 4.7). 
Regretfully, the above-mentioned photos taken during the 1930s seem to be the only 
historical documents that provide information about the configuration of the Bunun trails.  
Figure 4.3: Two Bunun houses in the 1930s (Yuasa 2009: 99) 
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Figure 4.4: A Bunun bridge in the 1930s (Yuasa 2009: 115) 
Figure 4.5: A Bunun bridge in the 1930s (Yuasa 2009: 115) 
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Figure 4.6: A Bunun bridge in the 1930s (Yuasa 2009: 114)  
Figure 4.7: A Bunun bridge in the 1930s (Yuasa 2009: 114)  
The traditional Bunun trails seemingly had no structures made of imperishable 
materials. Perishable structures, like the bridges in the photos above, may have decayed 
within a decade. Thus, even though some trails may have been in use for centuries, there 
is little or no trace of their existence in the landscape today after several decades of 
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abandonment. Without the survival of material evidence, it is unlikely that field methods 
could yield significant information. Thus, in these cases both archival and material 
evidence are lacking and our understanding of the traditional Bunun trail system is 
significantly constrained. Nonetheless, it is still possible to piece together how the Bunun 
trails might have looked, and how they might have been used in the past, by applying 
other lines of evidence. While such evidence may be informative, it is also indirect, and 
thus requires cautious interpretation before being applied.  
One of the most helpful resources for understanding the Bunun trail system is the 
location of Bunun settlements as recorded on old maps. Take the Bunun settlements in 
the Lakulaku River Basin, for example. The Bunun moved into the Lakulaku River Basin 
in the early eighteenth century. They first settled in the upper reaches of the Lakulaku 
River, before expanding throughout the drainage area (Huang 2006: 9-38; Mabuchi 
[1953] 2014: 125-55; Palalavi 2006: 81-187; Yeh 2002: 33-153). By the 1930s, the 
Bunun in the region had developed 12 settlements (as defined by the Japanese) consisting 
of 126 households and 1434 individuals (Huang 2016: 128-29). These settlements were 
recorded on the official maps drawn in the Japanese era. 
Fortunately for researchers who study the history of Taiwan, 15 Japanese maps, 
published between 1895 and 1944, have been digitized, geo-referenced, and made 
available through the web GIS service “Taiwan bainian lishi ditu” ???????? 
(“A Century of Historical Maps of Taiwan”) (Center for GIS, RCHSS, Academia Sinica 
n.a.)” by Academia Sinica. Due to the initial lack of control that Japan had over the 
Lakulaku area, many of the earlier maps are vague about the region or simply leave the 
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area blank. Nevertheless, I managed to pinpoint the locations of the Bunun settlements in 
the Lakulaku River Basin — as they lay before the relocations of the 1930s — on a 
1/300,000 scale map of Taiwan (Figure 4.8), surveyed in 1922 and printed in 1924, which 
I digitized to a GIS map (Figure 4.9).   
Figure 4.8: Distribution of Bunun settlements drawn from a 1934 1/300,000 
Taiwan Map (map redrawn by author) 
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Figure 4.9: The location of Bunun settlements in the Lakulaku River Basin, 
an overlay for the Japanese map shown in Fig. 4-8 (map drawn by the 
author) 
The distribution of Bunun settlements during the late Japanese era is particularly 
useful for us to know, given that these settlements have been abandoned for decades; in 
some cases, even the descendants in diaspora cannot pinpoint their locations with full 
certainty. Historically, the Bunun tended to live more sparsely than many other 
indigenous groups on Taiwan, needing larger land areas for hunting and slash-and-burn 
?????????????????????
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agriculture (Huang 2006: 16-17). Thus, each locale marked as a settlement on the old 
Japanese maps and the GIS map should be thought of as representing a relative 
concentration of Bunun households, rather than a compact village or dense cluster of 
households.  
As explained in Chapter Two, the Bunun expansion was a gradual process that 
began in the early seventeenth century from the western section of the Batongguan region 
(Mabuchi [1953] 2014: 125-54). The locations of the settlements recorded on the 1920s 
map reflected the distribution of the Bunun in their final stage of movement before they 
were relocated to the foothills. As shown in the Japanese (Figure 4.8) and GIS maps 
(Figure 4.9), the Bunun settlements in the Lakulaku River Basin were scattered both to 
the north and south of the river. It can be inferred that the Bunun trails there formed a 
web without a single primary trunk, unlike the trans-montane trails in the region. 
Even though this chapter mainly discusses the Bunun trails within the Lakulaku 
River Basin, it should be stressed that the trail network certainly would have stretched 
into other parts of the Bunun territories, including the western section of the Batongguan 
region and further south into what are today Taidong ?? and Kaohsiung ?? counties. 
Also, it should be noted that the trail network must have first developed in the western 
section of the Batongguan region and broadened as the Bunun population expanded 
eastward and then southeast.  
The maps give us clues from which to infer the possible layout of the traditional 
Bunun trail web. Oral traditions, meanwhile, speak to how the Bunun understood and 
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perceived their landscape in the past. The Bunun tended to name places after the natural 
resources and landscape features found there (Wu 2005: 38; Chao 2008). 
Salizan Takisvilainan further explores this phenomenon by analyzing the oral traditions 
as well as ethnologies. He points out that many of the places are named after the local 
vegetation. For example, Talunas means “the place that has a lot of bamboo” — bamboo 
being an important resource for the Bunun, often used for building fires, carrying water, 
and constructing structures such as bridges. Also, there are places named after abundant 
local animals. Sakut, for instance, must have had a lot of mastreani deer (muntjacs), an 
important game species for Bunun hunters. Apulan is a place with a lot of limestone. 
Vavanu has a lot of honey. Places named after landscape features include Ludun (“high 
ridgeline”) and Hahavi (“ravine”) (Chao 2008: 53-66).  
The natural resources and topographical features used to name places must 
traditionally have been held by Bunun society to be the most important components in the 
landscape, to be valued collectively through the generations (Chao 2008: 66). 
Salizan’s observation shows that as an indigenous group famous for adapting to a 
difficult mountain environment, the Bunun must have had a comprehensive 
understanding of their landscape, including of the location of valuable resources and the 
layout of extreme terrain. Their trails must have been plotted accordingly, to connect 
resources and deal with topographic challenges.  
The traditional Bunun trails are now mostly gone and cannot be traced through 
survey. But another form of field research — going into the mountains with the Bunun 
for various events — provides us with the most profound information with which to infer 
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the configuration of the traditional Bunun trails and the ways in which they were used in 
the past. Even with the relocation of the Bunun settlements and the establishment of a 
national park, through which the Bunun have been separated from their traditional 
territory for decades, some Bunun — almost exclusively males, until recently — still 
return to the Batongguan region from time to time to this day.  
For example, before Yushan National Park was established in the 1980s, some of 
the Bunun had worked as professional huntsmen. They hunted big game and small in the 
Batongguan region for profit. With the establishment of the national park, which 
prohibited most hunting activities in the region, and also with hunting becoming less 
viable as a livelihood in today’s society, there are likely no professional Bunun hunters 
remaining. But some Bunun, when they have the time, are still taking short, mostly one- 
or two-day trips to hunt in or near the Batongguan region as a way of practicing their 
culture (Wu 2005: 85-89).  
The trails used by these hunters today to reach the heart of the Batongguan region 
are private to individual families and mostly unknown to the public. In the case of the 
Bunun of Dongpu ?? (Bunun Tonpo, Japanese Tonpo ???), at the western edge of 
the Batongguan region, the use of such hunting trails followed certain rules in the past. 
Each trail that led to a specific hunting area could only be used by a designated clan or 
family. However, due to the decreasing number of Bunun hunting in the mountains, 
hunting areas are no longer socially divided; the trails that run through them are no longer 
associated with individual clans (Wu 2005: 37-49). Nevertheless, the trails used for 
hunting today in the Batongguan region were probably formerly part of the traditional 
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Bunun trail web, though they represent a very small part of the previous network and 
must be in worse condition than they once were due to lack of regular maintenance. 
Surveying the current Bunun hunting trails provides valuable information about the 
configuration of the traditional trails. 
Some Bunun have had opportunities to work for hire in the Batongguan region 
during the Republic of China era. Some have served as porters carrying food and 
equipment for hikers or for scholars conducting research in the area. The Bunun were 
sought after as porters in the Japanese era for their skill and ability as mountaineers (e.g., 
Kano [1941] 2000) (Figure 4.10); today, the Bunun are still famous for being skilled 
porters, and they can be found in this capacity not only in traditional Bunun country, but 
throughout the mountains of Taiwan (Lin 2008: 83-85).  
Figure 4.10: Bunun porters in the Japanese era (Yutaka and Nakasonem 
1924: 24) 
In addition to working in the private sector, some Bunun work for the national 
park and help maintain the hiking trails under the park’s management. Only a very few of 
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them have been officially employed by the park as rangers; most of the Bunun workers 
are temporarily hired several times a year when their services are required. The Bunun 
working for hire in the private sector or for the national park mainly use the hiking trails 
managed by the national park, including the Batongguan Transmontane Trail. 
Participating in their working travels may not have provided me with much information 
specifically about the traditional Bunun trails. However, working with the Bunun in the 
mountains has in all cases allowed me to learn and record the traditional knowledge that 
has been passed down through the generations in terms of living, moving, and working in 
the Batongguan landscape. 
The above-mentioned examples of Bunun working in the mountains are mostly 
restricted to adult males. For women and children, the one opportunity for them to visit 
the old Bunun country is through roots-seeking expeditions. roots-seeking means to travel 
back to one’s ancestral lands. Through such expeditions, the elders are able to pass their 
traditional knowledge on to the younger generations. For the Bunun, roots-seeking means 
to go back to the ancestral settlements in the heart of the Batongguan region and perform 
rituals in front of the old stone slab houses previously owned by their family. Such 
expeditions often take days; some, more than a week. The expeditions can be organized 
by an authority, such as a township office; they can also be run privately by a family or 
community. Since roots-seeking expeditions often use hunting trails to travel to the 
abandoned settlements, taking part in these expeditions has provided me with a rare 
opportunity to not only examine the stone structures in abandoned Bunun settlements, but 
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also to directly or indirectly learn more about the traditional Bunun trails. I have gained 
much traditional knowledge about the Bunun trails from the elders during these journeys. 
Since 2012, I have had many chances to go to the Lakulaku River Basin by 
participating in and leading surveys, by joining trail maintenance and roots-seeking 
expeditions, and by attending other events with Bunun friends. One of these friends is 
Haisul Istasipal (Figure 4.11, 1957-2016), also known by his Mandarin name Lin 
Yuanyuan???. Haisul’s family was originally from Apulan, on the upper reaches of 
the Lakulaku River.  
Figure 4.11: Haisul showing a part of a hoe found in an abandoned Bunun 
house (photo taken by the author in 2014) 
From before he was 20 years old, Haisul would follow his father and brother-in-
law to work as a professional hunter in the Lakulaku River Basin. At that time, their 
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hunting area extended both to the north and to the south of the river, so he had the chance 
to familiarize himself with the entire river basin. He came to know the location of the 
structures and sites of occupation left in the area by the Bunun, the Chinese, and the 
Japanese. In addition, since he was in the company of his elders, he came to learn the 
stories of these material remains from a Bunun perspective; as well as traditional ways to 
live, move, and hunt in the mountains.  
Yushan National Park was established in the 1980s, and Haisul was recruited as a 
park ranger in 1991. From that time, he helped the national park to preserve its natural 
and cultural resources and earned the nickname of “Little Tarzan” due to his exceptional 
wilderness skills. Because of his devotion to conservation in Yushan National Park and 
the Lakulaku River Basin, Haisul has been memorialized as a legendary Bunun hunter 
and park ranger by the media (Hua 2016). Also, because of his extensive knowledge of 
the Lakulaku Basin, he was often assigned by the park to assist with floral and faunal 
research as well as studies of abandoned Bunun settlements, the Qing Middle Trail, and 
the Japanese trail system along with its facilities (e.g., Huang and Lin 2001a, 2001b, 
1999; Yang and Wang 1989, 1987; Sung and Chang 2012, 2011a). My own experience 
convinces me that Haisul was not just participating in this fieldwork; he can be seen as 
the key to its success. 
Going into the mountains for various events with elders such as Haisul has 
allowed me to observe and record many possible aspects of the traditional Bunun trails 
and to learn traditional knowledge about the trails. Some of these expeditions followed 
private trails; their precise routes will not be disclosed in this dissertation. But through 
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field research and archival study, I have successfully gathered and pieced together some 
important elements of the traditional Bunun trail system, which I will illustrate in the 
following paragraphs.  
It should be noted that, due to a lack of evidence, today it is difficult to trace how 
the traditional Bunun trails first developed. According to the elders, some parts of the 
Bunun trails were adopted from existing animal trails. In the mountains, there are 
thousands of animal trails. It is very hard to recognize these trails with the untrained eye. 
However, for experienced hunters, an animal trail can be easily recognized in terms of the 
type of animal that uses it and how often it has been used, by examining the tracks. Such 
information is extremely useful, not just for the purposes of hunting, but also for moving 
through the mountains. For example, one should never follow goat tracks, since they will 
lead somewhere dangerous, such as a cliff. On the other hand, sambar deer tracks are 
generally safer to follow, since they could lead to a water source without passing through 
difficult terrain. In such cases, it is both logical and efficient to follow the trails of certain 
animals when blazing a trail in an unknown area.  
As a trail system used in daily life, the traditional Bunun trails link to various 
places in addition to the settlements. Our surveys show that hunting trails, as part of the 
traditional trail systems, do link to many different types of locales in the Lakulaku Basin 
landscape, including to camping sites and huts used by hunters; to resources such as fresh 
water, useful vegetation, game, fish, and hot springs; and to the abandoned Bunun 
settlements that dot the Batongguan landscape. Each of these locales is charged with 
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history and backstories through which the Bunun understanding of the landscape is 
maintained, and every locale is connected to every other locale by the trail system. 
As trails were developed and used by a people with comprehensive knowledge of 
the area, the Bunun trails would have been both safe and efficient in the past. In order to 
provide travelers with an efficient journey and to thereby save their energy, the Bunun 
trails — judging from the hunting trails that remain in sporadic use — are and were built 
along mountainsides. This is unlike modern hiking trails, which tend to be built on 
ridgelines so that it is easier for travelers to navigate on the high points using maps and 
compasses. Not only does it cost more energy to walk on ridgelines, the Bunun had little 
use for navigational assistance; they used landscape features, instead of maps, to navigate 
in the mountains. Also, it is hard to find water and game — two of the most important 
resources in the mountains — when walking on ridgelines. Thus, the Bunun trails mainly 
travel along mountainsides, passing through the landscape with only gentle ascents and 
descents. In order to provide travelers with a safe journey, the Bunun trails always avoid 
thick vegetation and difficult topography such as cliffs and gorges. If these features were 
not overly large in scale, a small detour could bypass them entirely. Thus, in many cases, 
a trail takes a sudden turn to delicately skirt some difficult area. 
Some features of the landscape, such as rivers, cannot be avoided through small 
detours. The Bunun formerly used timber and bamboo to construct bridges across rivers, 
as shown in the archival photos (Figure 4.4, Figure 4.5, Figure 4.6, and Figure 4.7). No 
bridges are built on hunting trails nowadays, however, since these trails are only used 
several times a year. It is not economical to build a bridge for light, infrequent use when 
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it is likely to get destroyed during the next typhoon. The modern Bunun just avoid going 
into the mountains during typhoons and the rainy season, for it is dangerous to ford fast 
and furious streams with only the aid of ropes (e.g., Figure 4.12).  
Figure 4.12: Fording a river during a roots-seeking expedition (photo taken 
by Hsiao Yi-fan in 2014) 
Due to regular use, the Bunun trails were traditionally in very good shape 
compared with the ones that remain today. On a roots-seeking expedition in 2014 in the 
Lakulaku River Basin, we used a hunting trail to reach a Bunun house (Figure 4.13) 
previously owned by a family member of one of our companions; there we discovered a 
huge iron pot, over 100cm in diameter (Figure 4.14). It was very hard for us to imagine 
carrying such a large and heavy pot into the mountains on a trail so narrow and rough. 
Yet, when we returned from the mountains and showed the photos of the pot to the 
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villagers, an elderly man over 90 years of age told us that he was the one who had bought 
and carried the pot all the way from the lowlands to that house.  
Figure 4.13: roots-seeking companions at an abandoned Bunun dwelling 
site in the north of the Lakulaku River (photo taken by the author in 2014) 
Figure 4.14: Iron pot found in an abandoned Bunun house (photo taken by 
the author in 2014) 
He told us that it was not very difficult at all, given that “the trail was a lot easier 
to travel back then.” Indeed, in recent times, the trails are only used a few times each 
year; vegetation has grown back onto the trails, and the foundations have gradually 
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loosened from the wash of rain. Traditionally, on the other hand, the trails of the Bunun 
were used and thus maintained on a daily basis. For a mountain trail with little to no 
reinforcing structures, the best maintenance is simply consistent footfall. 
I have pointed out several important aspects of the Bunun trails in the previous 
section. In the following paragraphs, I shall elaborate on how the trails might have been 
used traditionally by observing the activities of the modern Bunun when in the 
mountains.  
The Bunun trails compel the traveler to adopt their philosophy. As an experienced 
hiker, traveling in the mountains of Taiwan with the aid of maps and compass is not 
unfamiliar to me. Yet, traveling with Haisul and other Bunun has made using traditional 
trails quite different from my past experiences. For example, I have always considered 
the hiking trails to be quite “straightforward.” The purpose of hiking trails is to help 
hikers reach the peak. Hiking trails normally run from peak to peak, mostly along 
ridgelines, less commonly along mountainsides at mid-slope. I now realize that the 
Bunun trails link resources (and settlements, in the past) while avoiding dangerous 
terrain, sometimes turning unexpectedly in order to do so. For instance, they may turn 
abruptly in order to avoid a cliff that is 50 m away. Or they may turn abruptly to safely 
reach a campsite at the bottom of a ravine, by a stream. Since the cliff and the camping 
site are too far away to be seen at the turning point, especially if the trail is covered by 
vegetation, the non-Bunun traveler is very likely to miss the turn and get lost in the 
mountains. 
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Even for those Bunun who are familiar with their trails and the landscapes they 
pass through, the skills needed to survive in the mountains require long-term training. 
Many Bunun males started to go into the mountains as teenagers, accompanying their 
fathers or other family members in hunting, working, or roots-seeking. After growing up, 
though, some of them have had to leave their hometowns for education or employment 
opportunities elsewhere and have not gone into the mountains as frequently, if at all. 
Consequently, each Bunun’s level of skill and knowledge of the mountains is quite 
different, depending on how often he has participated in the events held in the mountains. 
Mountain events can be considered an especially valuable training opportunity for 
passing Bunun knowledge on to those of younger ages. When a group of Bunun travel 
into the mountains, an elder, like Haisul, will act as leader of the expedition. The leader 
will not only lead the way, but will also use a machete or a sickle to clear the path and 
leave blazes on trees upon passing to mark the trail (Figure 4.15) for future expeditions. 
The team leader is followed by younger Bunun, who are responsible for making the trail 
easier to travel for the rest of the group by vigorously stamping on the trail to reinforce 
the trail surface while removing grass and tree branches. These younger Bunun also take 
the opportunity to learn from the leader how to navigate the ancestral landscape. The 
second most experienced person of the group, also an elder, will walk at the back of the 
company. He will be responsible for keeping everyone safe and making sure that nobody 
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is left behind. As the second most important role in the group, being the last person is 
how Bunun are trained to become leaders of future expeditions.  
Figure 4.15: Haisul leaving blazes on a tree (photo taken by the author in 
2014) 
When traveling to important places, the leader of a group will sometimes stop the 
company and point out the location of crucial resources, landscape features, battlefields, 
or other important facts about the trail and the landscape. He will explain the meaning of 
the Bunun names for places and tell relevant stories of the Bunun, the Chinese, or the 
Japanese. When arriving at the campsite at the end of the day, each Bunun will know 
exactly what to do to set up the camp, such as fetching water, chopping wood, setting up 
canvas shelters, or preparing dinner. (Figure 4.16). After dinner, the group finally has 
some time to relax. Then, they gather around the fire and have a drink together (Figure 
4.17). This evening gathering is almost ceremonial. One of the young and promising 
Bunun will serve as “cup bearer,” responsible to pour liquor while the rest of the crew sit 
in a circle. The young man will fill up a small glass with a shot of liquor and deliver it to 
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the members of the company in turn. Each of them takes one shot at a time using the 
same glass.  
Figure 4.16: Bunun setting up camp (photo taken by the author in 2014) 
Figure 4.17: Gathering around the fire after dinner (photo taken by the 
author in 2014) 
While drinking together, the conversation first covers no specific topic. But 
eventually, the elders begin to talk about the places visited during the day and the history 
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of the surrounding area. They relate traditional knowledge. These stories must be familiar 
to the young Bunun, since even I have heard some of these stories numerous times, yet I 
have only participated in a handful of these events. It can be imagined that this traditional 
knowledge and history is stressed recurrently during multiple expeditions.  
The Bunun of today generally have the chance to go back to their traditional 
territories, even if only for work. These events are the only opportunities for younger 
Bunun to understand their ancestral landscape and to gain traditional knowledge. These 
types of knowledge cannot be passed on in villages in the foothills; only by “being in the 
mountains” does the next generation learn their ancestors’ skills from their elders. This 
suggests that movement in the Batongguan landscape itself is an important cultural 
practice for the modern Bunun. By the same token, it is reasonable to infer that the Bunun 
of a century ago would also have learnt about their landscape and related traditional 
knowledge from the elders while using their trails. While the generations have changed, 
the practice of walking the trails could have played a similar role in the lives of past 
Bunun as it does for those who have the chance to use them today. 
The Middle Trail 
Part of the Middle Trail — constructed by Qing Chinese — ran through the 
Batongguan region. Historical documents, mostly Chinese official archives, provide us 
with valuable information about the establishment and abandonment of the Middle Trail. 
Qing construction of the Middle Trail and other contemporary transmontane trails was a 
reaction to the Japanese invasion of southern Taiwan during the Mudan ?? Incident of 
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1874. As the incident demonstrated the Empire of Japan’s ambition toward Taiwan, the 
Qing government finally started to actively develop the island, claiming jurisdiction over 
the indigenous lands in the mountainous central region and along the eastern coast with a 
new policy of “opening up the mountains and pacifying the savages” (kai shan fu fan ?
???) (Chen 1984: 798-801; Hung et al. 2010: 153-55). One of the major actions 
during this time was the repeal of the policy of segregation between the Chinese and the 
indigenous groups living “Back of the Mountains” (Houshan / Taiwanese Au-soaⁿ ??) 
that had been in effect since 1722 (Hung et al. 2010: 153-55). While “Front of the 
Mountains” (Qianshan / Taiwanese Cheng-soaⁿ ??) means the western plain of 
Taiwan, Back of the Mountain refers to the mountainous core and the east coast that had 
been considered remote and unknown. Until then, the mountains, and the presence of 
hostile indigenous groups, had served as a near-impenetrable barrier to eastward 
expansion. 
In the Kangxi Taiwan yutu ?????? (a map of Taiwan commissioned by the 
Kangxi Emperor), likely drawn between 1699 and 1704 (Figure 4.18), Taiwan was 
depicted “horizontally,” looking over the western plain toward the mountains. The 
eastern part of the island — Back of the Mountains — is blocked from view by a series of 
mountains from the north to the south of Taiwan, showing the limited knowledge that the 
Qing government had of the area in the early eighteenth century. Even by 1874, when 
they repealed the segregation policy, the Qing government’s knowledge of eastern 
Taiwan remained sparse (Shih 1999: 94).  
92?
?
?
However, although the Qing Empire did not actively govern the indigenous 
territories, they did send Chinese interpreters to the indigenous villages who may have 
also served as merchants. A Japanese document shows that in 1895, there were many 
Chinese interpreters living in Bunun settlements (Yang 2002: 68-70). This suggests that 
there were connections between the indigenous and the Chinese after the segregation 
policy was repealed.  
Figure 4.18: A section of Kangxi Taiwan yutu, likely drawn between 1699 
and 1704 
In addition to repealing the policy of segregation, the Qing Empire’s other major 
action under its “opening up the mountains and pacifying the aborigines policy” was to 
construct trails through the indigenous territories. A report written in the fall of 1874, Liu 
Ao?? (as cited in Chen 1984: 801) provided six guidelines for the construction of 
transmontane trails in Taiwan. First, three major trails should be constructed, in the north, 
middle, and south of Taiwan; each of these should be assigned to a military unit that 
would be in charge of the trail’s design and construction. Second, in addition to military 
personnel, the designated unit should also include Chinese craftsmen and indigenous 
workers. Third, the trails should be routed through areas that were low and smooth, 
making them easier for people to travel along. Fourth, the trails should be at least six chi 
? (about 1.92 m) in width. The vegetation near the trail should be cleared for 10 zhang
? (about 32 m) for the sake of preventing ambushes by indigenous groups. The materials 
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needed for building infrastructure should be gathered locally. Fifth, after a trail is built, it 
should be divided into sections; each would have a military unit assigned for its defense. 
Sixth, huts should be maintained along the trails, in which indigenous men would be 
recruited to live and work. Judging from information furnished by other historical 
documents, some of Liu Ao’s guidelines were in fact adopted (Chen 1984: 801-04). 
The Qing Empire did simultaneously construct Liu Ao’s three transmontane trails, 
in northern, middle, and southern Taiwan. In 1874, construction of the North Trail ??, 
Middle Trail, and South Trail ?? began. By the end of Qing rule over Taiwan in 1895, 
the Qing state had completed eight transmontane trails and begun five more. The stated 
purpose of building these trails was for gaining more control over the indigenous 
territories and providing infrastructure for the Chinese to travel to and settle on the 
eastern coast (Shih 1999: 94).  
Among the official Qing transmontane trails, the Middle Trail can be considered 
the most difficult to construct and maintain, for it crossed the highest part of Taiwan. The 
construction of the trail was led by General Wu Guangliang ???. The general arrived 
at the town of Jiji ?? in 1874 with 1200 soldiers in the ninth lunar month, and began by 
assigning people to survey the route of the trail. The actual construction of the trail began 
in 1875, in the first month of the lunar year. The trail began simultaneously as two feeder 
trails from the Chinese settlements of Linpipu ??? (Taiwanese Lim-ki-po·; modern 
Zhushan ??, Nantou County) and Jiji. The feeder trails joined together at Dapingding
94?
?
?
??? in February 1875 (Chen 1984; Chen and Ceng 1984; Shih 1999; Yang and Wang 
1989, 1987).  
Figure 4.19: The Qing Middle Trail (map drawn by the author) 
In May 1875, the trail reached Tonpo (modern-day Dongpu ??, referred to as 
Dongpushexin???? in some Qing sources), a Bunun settlement located at the 
???? ???????????
????????????????????????
?????????????????????
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western edge of the Bunun territory (Figure 4.19). Tonpo was the gateway where the 
Middle Trail entered indigenous territory as well as the Batongguan region as I have 
defined it. In August 1875, another team began from the eastern end at Pushiko 
(Mandarin Pushige???, later Japanese Tamasato ??; modern-day Yuli ?? 
Township, Hualian County), which was to be the eastern terminus of the trail (Figure 
4.19). The Middle Trail, around 152 km in total length, was finished before the end of 
1875, as the two trail-building teams met in the middle. Several military camps were set 
up along the trail to provide protection for travelers and to maintain the trail (Chen 1984; 
Chen and Ceng 1984; Shih 1999; Yang and Wang 1989, 1987). 
Two maps from the late nineteenth century — Quantai qianhoushan yutu???
???? (1878) (Figure 4.20) and Taiwan qianhoushan quantu??????? (1880) 
(Figure 4.21) — record the “route” of the Middle Trail (Figure 4.22 and Figure 4.23) and 
the distance (Figure 4.24 and Figure 4.25) between points. These maps are more 
geographically accurate than the Kangxi Taiwan yutu drawn at the turn of the eighteenth 
century (Figure 4.18). Still, the mountainous areas and the settlements on these maps 
were depicted in the style of Chinese landscape painting, and are far less accurate than 
modern cartography. Thus, even though the route of the Middle Trail and the location of 
military camps were marked on the late-nineteenth-century maps, it is still almost 
impossible to trace the route of the Middle Trail using the maps of that period. However, 
these maps still give us valuable clues as to the route of the trail and the location of its 
camps (e.g., Sung and Chang 2012; Yang and Wang 1989, 1987). 
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Figure 4.20: Quantai qianhoushan yutu, c. 1878 
Figure 4.21: Taiwan qianhoushan quantu, c. 1880 
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Figure 4.22: The Middle Trail as recorded in Quantai qianhoushan yutu 
(enhanced by author) 
Figure 4.23: The Middle Trail as recorded in Taiwan qianhoushan quantu 
(enhanced by author) 
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Figure 4.24: The distance between important stops on the Middle Trail as 
recorded in Quantai qianhoushan yutu (enhanced by author) 
Figure 4.25: The distance between points on the Middle Trail recorded in 
Taiwan qianhoushan quantu (enhanced by author) 
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Among the three transmontane trails finished in 1875, the Middle Trail was 
considered superior. As recorded in the report of the governor of Fujian?? Province to 
the Qing emperor in early 1876, the Middle Trail was finished within its budget, with less 
“indigenous disturbances” than the two other transmontane trails. The Northern Trail, in 
contrast, had to be closed soon after its construction due to frequent attacks from the local 
indigenous people (as cited in Shih 1999: 91).  
Despite being highly regarded, the Middle Trail was reported damaged just six 
months after its construction, possibly in the section located within the Batongguan 
region. According to a report, all three transmontane trails were damaged by heavy rain 
— possibly a typhoon — in 1876 between the 9th and 17th days of the sixth lunar month. 
The Middle Trail was the most heavily damaged; many parts of the trail collapsed and 
two military camps were destroyed by the rivers, costing the lives of eight soldiers. As 
General Wu Guangliang, who was in charge of maintaining the trail, was seriously ill 
between the seventh and twelfth lunar months of the same year, repair of the Middle Trail 
was postponed (Shih 1999: 89-93).  
In June of 1877, General Wu Guangliang and his army were re-stationed to 
Pushiko, which was the eastern terminus of the Middle Trail. Instead of using the Middle 
Trail which he had already constructed, Wu chose to travel more than 100 km south to 
take the South Trail to the east coast and then travel back north for another 100-plus km 
to Pushiko. Based on this odd itinerary, it can be inferred that, in mid-1877, the Middle 
Trail was still damaged and had not yet been repaired. Given that there were no further 
reports regarding it, the once highly-praised Middle Trail might have only been in 
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operation for less than 16 months after its completion (Shih 1999: 91-92). In fact, most of 
the eight transmontane trails constructed in the late Qing era ended up being abandoned 
within just a few years of their construction. Historical geographer, Shih Teng-fu ??? 
(1999: 91-94) points out that, between 1877 and the end of Qing rule in 1895, 
transmontane travel between western and eastern Taiwan mainly depended on one trail 
near the southern tip of the island, most of the routes having failed due to “indigenous 
disturbance.”  
The Middle Trail failed as an overland route due to natural disasters, and not 
because of indigenous opposition. It was also not a complete failure, since the western 
section of the trail from Linpipu to Dongpu, as well as the branch line from Jiji to 
Dapingding, did continue to prove beneficial to the Chinese settlements in the western 
part of Taiwan (Shih 1999: 92).  
As illustrated above, the historical record has provided us with a variety of 
information about the Qing Middle Trail and the portion of it running through the 
Batongguan region. Official records suggest the specifications under which the trail was 
constructed, as well as chronicling its development and eventual abandonment. Official 
maps recorded the route of the trail and the distance between the stops. The maps were 
imprecise, presented the trail as a dashed line in an abstract landscape. Yet, through 
archival study and field survey, and with the aid of Bunun guides, researchers have 
tracked down most sections of the Middle Trail. In the late 1980s, Yang Nan-jun ???
and Wang Su-e ??? (1987, 1989), pioneers of historic trail studies in Taiwan, found 
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and documented most sections of the Qing Middle Trail and discovered several possible 
military camp sites along the trail.  
In recent years, I participated in a survey project started by Yushan National Park 
and National Dong Hwa University in 2012. Given that many major natural disasters had 
occurred over the two preceding decades, including the Jiji Earthquake in 1999 and 
Typhoon Morakot in 2009, many sections of the Middle Trail discovered during earlier 
surveys had since been destroyed by the time this survey project took place. The project, 
completed in 2016, retraced the Middle Trail (Figure 4.19) and recorded its coordinates 
with GPS (Sung and Chang 2012, 2015).  
In this dissertation, I have combined the latest survey results and the information 
provided by Yushan National Park in their 2012 report (Yushan National Park 2012) 
(Figure 4.26) to digitize the route of the Batongguan portion of the Middle Trail for 
analysis and discussion (Figure 4.27). In the west, the Middle Trail entered the 
Batongguan region (and Bunun territory) at the Bunun settlement of Tonpo (modern-day 
Dongpu), passing through the northern part of the Chenyoulan River Basin to arrive at 
Batongguan Meadows (Batongguan caoyuan ?????). From there, the Middle Trail 
followed the exact same route as the later Pattonkan Transmontane Trail until reaching 
the Nanatuk (modern-day Dashuiku ???) area — the divide between the eastern and 
western sections of the trail. From the Nanatuk area, the trail went through the northern 
part of the Lakulaku River Basin and finally reached Pushiko (modern-day Yuli). It has 
generally been thought that the eastern section of the trail was constructed to the north of 
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the Lakulaku River for the purpose of avoiding areas of heavy Bunun population (Chen 
1984: 16-17; Chen and Ceng 1984; Lin [2005] 2015). Based on the information provided 
by the Japanese maps, however, there were just as many Bunun settlements north of the 
Lakulaku River as there were south of it (Figure 4.9). Given that the Bunun tended to 
require large amounts of land for hunting and slash-and-burn agriculture, the Middle 
Trail must have cut through Bunun “living space” (Figure 4.28).  
Figure 4.26: A map of Yushan National Park, from Yushan National Park’s 
2012 report  
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Figure 4.27: The Middle Trail in the Batongguan region (map drawn by the 
author) 
???? ???????????
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Figure 4.28: Bunun settlements and the Middle Trail in the Lakulaku River 
Basin (map drawn by author) 
Old maps and historical accounts indicate that there were military camps set up 
along the Middle Trail; our knowledge of these camps, though, is limited. A test 
excavation at Dongpu did confirm the location of a major military camp at Tonpo (Qing 
Dongpushexin) with the discovery of ceramics, coins, bullets, and other artifacts (Chiu 
?????????????????????
????????????????????????
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and Kao 1996). As for the military camps located in the heart of the Batongguan region, 
many possible sites were found during the surveys of the late 1980s. Ceramic sherds were 
discovered on the surface of these sites and proved to be of Chinese origin (Yang and 
Wang 1987, 1989). However, the locations of these sites were recorded at a time when 
the GPS was not available. Thus, except for the two sites located at Batongguan 
Meadows (Figure 4.29) and Dashuiku (Figure 4.30), the other military sites determined 
by Yang and Wang remain difficult to pinpoint. 
Figure 4.29: The Qing military camp site located at Batongguan Meadows 
(photo taken by the author in 2012) 
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Figure 4.30: The Qing military camp site located in the Dashuiku area 
(foreground), with Mt. Dashuiku in the background (photo taken by author 
in 2012) 
The Middle Trail was configured in a relatively simple manner to serve its 
purpose as an overland transportation route for Chinese settlers. The trail mostly skirted 
mountainsides, except for the section near Nanatuk (Dashuiku) in the Central Range. In 
the western section, the trail followed the course of the Chenyoulan River. In the 
Lakulaku River Basin in the east, the trail featured dramatic ascents and descents. There 
was infrastructure on the Middle Trail to provide travelers with a safer, easier journey. 
Some infrastructure was constructed using wood; researchers on previous surveys have 
discovered the remains of a wooden bridge (Yang and Wang 1987, 1989). Local stone 
was also used to make retaining walls (Figure 4.31) and stairways (Figure 4.32) and to 
overcome difficult terrain or geologically unstable areas. The use of stone structures is 
similar to techniques used for building trails in southern China (Chen 1984). As for 
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sections of the trail that required no stone or wood infrastructure, it can be observed that 
the foundation of the trail was reinforced in order to widen the trail bed for easier travel 
(Figure 4.32).  
Figure 4.31: Stairs in the Middle Trail (photo taken by the author in 2014) 
Figure 4.32: A stretch of the Middle Trail with a widened foundation (photo 
taken by the author in 2014) 
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Because of the severe decay of the trail, it is almost impossible for us today to get 
a holistic sense of the look, scale, and feel of the Middle Trail. Most of the trail has been 
washed away with its infrastructure after years of abandonment. Only a few sections are 
barely preserved. Nevertheless, results from the survey of another Qing transmontane 
trail, the Guanmen ?? Trail, suggest that these contemporaneous trails had similar 
infrastructure used to overcome difficult topography (Cheng 2000; Sung and Chang 
2011b). The degree of standardization suggests that the construction of the transmontane 
trails did follow the same guidelines.  
Archival and field studies have provided us with adequate evidence through 
which to explore the configuration of the Middle Trail. However, they have furnished 
scant evidence from which to infer how people, such as the soldiers stationed in the 
military camps, or civilians traveling to the east coast, actually used the trail. Given that 
the trail was in use for less than 16 months after its completion, it can be assumed that 
just a limited number of civilians used it. The civilians who used the trail to settle on the 
east coast must have started from the trail’s western entrance, meaning that they would 
have entered Bunun territory at Tonpo and exited the trail at Pushiko. They probably only 
used the trail once and stayed on the trail for only the few days it took to complete the 
journey. As for the soldiers stationed in the Batongguan region, according to historical 
accounts, they were not under the threat from the local indigenous people (as cited in 
Shih 1999: 91). However, they must not have been familiar with the landscape where 
they were residing, for, when a typhoon struck the area in 1876, two military camps were 
destroyed by rising waters and eight soldiers were killed. 
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The Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and Its Branches 
The Pattonkan Transmontane Trail (Pattonkan etsudōro ??????), along 
with its four branch lines, was constructed in 1921 and abandoned in 1944 by the Empire 
of Japan (Figure 4.33). Another two branch lines of an entirely different nature — hiking 
trails for recreational travelers — were added in the mid-1920s. The trail and its facilities, 
such as police outposts, were set up for the purpose of gaining more control over the 
region, the Lakulaku River Basin especially.  
Figure 4.33: The Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and its branch lines, 
recorded in a 1934 Taiwan map (enhanced by author) 
The historical documentation regarding this Japanese trail system is both rich and 
diverse compared to that regarding the traditional Bunun trails and the Middle Trail. The 
?????????????????????
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official archives, such as the Governor-General’s (sōtokufu ???) archives, have 
provided reliable information about the trail’s development and abandonment. Unofficial 
documentary sources such as newspapers, journal articles, books, ethnographies, images, 
videos, maps, and so on, have also provided us with information that allows us to infer 
how the trail system was used and perceived in its heyday.  
The Empire of Japan took over Taiwan from the Qing Empire in 1895. Unlike the 
Qing, the Japanese were determined to know everything about their new colony. Before 
the Japanese had actually taken possession of Taiwan, army major Kabayama Sukenori
???? and his interpreter Mizuno Jun???, who later became the first Governor-
General of Taiwan as well as head of the Civilian Affairs Department, were sent to 
Taiwan for reconnaissance. The indigenous territories in the mountains of Taiwan were 
included in their journey, which shows that the Japanese valued indigenous affairs. At the 
very beginning of Japanese rule, specialists in the fields of geology, zoology, botany, 
agriculture, and ethnology were immediately send to the island. Their surveys also 
covered the mountainous areas of Taiwan (Lin 2006: 52-54; Mori [1924] 2012: 559-60).  
The earliest Japanese account of the Batongguan region was made in 1895 by 
Nagano Oshitora ????, a first lieutenant in the Japanese army. According to his 
account, he began his 12-day expedition at Pushiko, passing through the north of the 
Lakulaku River Basin to reach Batongguan Meadows. From there he climbed Saviah 
(Tsou Patunkuonu, Mandarin Yushan ??), then headed west to Tonpo (Lin [2005] 
2015: 18-21; Tseng 2002: 174-77).  
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Anthropologists entered the area in 1900; Torii Ryūzō ???? and Mori 
Ushinosuke???? undertook a 20-day expedition from Tonpo to Pushiko, passing 
through Bunun country. Mori also participated in several later expeditions as ethnological 
specialist (Lin [2005] 2015: 18-19; Mori [1924] 2012: 407-504). In the 1900s, 
expeditions to the Batongguan region were reported in the newspapers (e.g., "Xingaoshan 
zhi kuangwu" 1905; "Guanguangfan hengduan zhongyang shanmai" 1909; "Zhongyang 
shanmai tanjiantan" 1909). Police authorities, civil engineers, mineral resource 
specialists, botanists, meteorologists, and anthropologists all took part in these 
expeditions. The variety of represented specialties shows Japan’s comprehensive 
ambition toward the region.  
These expeditions often entered and left the Batongguan region through the two 
major gateways of the region, Tonpo in the west and Pushiko in the east. The expeditions 
were armed, and included Chinese interpreters and Bunun guides and porters. The 
expedition led by civil engineer Noro Yasushi ??? had a Bunun contingent of as 
many as 30 men ("Zhongyang shanmai tanjiantan" 1909). The teams required the aid of 
the Bunun in order to travel to and through such a remote and unknown area. The success 
of these expeditions was probably largely dependent on Japanese-Bunun relations at the 
moment. For example, at one point in 1906, conflict developed between the Bunun of the 
Tahun (Japanese Tahun ?? or ???, Mandarin Dafen ??) area and the Japanese in 
Pushiko; anthropologist Mori Ushinosuke, who was conducting research in a nearby 
Bunun settlement, had to flee to avoid being beheaded (Mori [1924] 2012: 374-91). On 
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the other hand, in 1909, the leader of an expedition into the Batongguan region — an 
officer named Nakata — reported that constructing a trail across the region would not be 
a difficult thing to do, if the colonial government could minimize the impact on the locals 
("Zhongyang shanmai tanjiantan" 1909). 
Japanese power officially reached the Lakulaku River Basin in 1909, as 
mentioned in Chapter Two. Several police outposts were set up in or next to Bunun 
settlements in the eastern section of the Batongguan region. Given that there are no 
records showing that a Japanese trail existed at that time, the Japanese must have used 
Bunun trails to reach the settlements. Soon, the Japanese managed to have telephone lines 
connecting these outposts. Police outposts were set up near the Bunun settlements of 
Iroko, Ma’aivul (later Japanese Chūsha ??), and Asang Daingaz in 1909. More 
outposts were set up near Masisan, Nanatuk, and Tahun in 1911. In 1913, the outpost at 
Iroko was abandoned and a new outpost was established at Qasivanan (Lin [2005] 2015: 
18-21).   
Once Japanese power reached the Lakulaku River Basin, tension between the 
Japanese and the Bunun began to rise. One reason for conflict was the establishment of a 
camphor-processing workshop at the eastern edge of the Batongguan region run by the 
Japanese, near Pushiko. Once the war between the Japanese and the Truku group in the 
north had ended, in 1914, the Japanese became determined to gain more control over 
Bunun territory by building more outposts deeper into the Lakulaku River Basin, such as 
near the Bunun settlement Talunas. Moreover, also in 1914, the Japanese started to 
confiscate firearms owned by the Bunun. Taking away the Bununs’ most important tool 
113?
?
?
was the final provocation. As a consequence of the Japanese actions since 1909, the 
Bunun in the Lakulaku River Basin launched a series of attacks on the Japanese police 
outposts in 1915. On 12 May, the police outpost near Qasivanan was attacked and 10 
officers were killed. Five days later, the outpost near Tahun was attacked, costing the 
lives of 12 officers. On 28 June, the police outpost near Asang Daingaz was attacked and 
six officers were killed. This series of events is today referred to as the Dafen ?? 
Uprising. Due to this series of attacks by the Bunun, the police outposts that had been 
attacked were abandoned. In 1916, the Japanese were forced to abandon all of the 
outposts located in the Lakulaku River Basin. Thus, Japanese power was driven out of the 
eastern section of the Batongguan region (Lin [2005] 2015: 16-21; 2001; Lin and Wang 
2007).  
Being forced to withdraw from the Lakulaku River Basin for almost four years, 
the Empire of Japan hoped to regain control over the Batongguan region by constructing 
a trail across the area. The construction of the trail began in 1919. The trail was divided 
into two sections, a western section from Tonpo to Nanatuk (later Dashuiku) and an 
eastern section from Tamasato (earlier Pushiko, later Yuli) to Nanatuk (Figure 4.34). The 
construction, which began in 1919, was also split into two divisions. Each of the 
divisions had its own construction timeline. The western division began their civil 
engineering survey in April, while the eastern division began theirs in May. Both 
divisions started the actual construction in June (Lin [2005] 2015: 14-27).  
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Figure 4.34: The western and the eastern sections of the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail (map drawn by the author)  
Police commissioners were assigned as the leaders of each of the two divisions, 
along with police personnel, porters, and craftsmen. Assigning high-ranking officers as 
the leaders of the project shows that military force was deemed very important for the 
success of the project. The eastern division had 338 people, composed of 51 police 
????????????????????????????????
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personnel, 232 porters (Chinese and indigenous), and 55 craftsmen. The western had 448 
people, composed of 108 police personnel, 300 porters, and 40 craftsmen initial (Lin 
[2005] 2015: 14-27; "Batongguandao gongshi" 1919).  
Constructing a trail in such a unique environment, surrounded by hostile natives, 
was never easy and sometimes fatal. As the project started in the summer, the heat was 
unbearable. The crew had to drink a massive amount of water to prevent dehydration. 
Yet, because of the high altitude, they had to build fires in order to get through the cold 
nights of August ("Pattonkan no dōro sagyō" 1919).  
Figure 4.35: A section of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail that might 
have been constructed using dynamite (Yutaka and Nakasonem 1924: 21) 
In addition, because of the mountainous terrain, the crew often had to put 
themselves in very dangerous situations. They had to navigate cliffs by dangling off 
ropes, or by blasting their way through with dynamite (Figure 4.35). They battled a lack 
of nutrition in addition to the harsh environment. By October, just four months since the 
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project had begun, the construction teams had 82 members who were sick or injured and 
two reported dead ("Batongguandao gongshi" 1919).  
The most serious threat to the Japanese trail construction teams came from the 
Bunun, considered one of the toughest indigenous groups of Taiwan. Even with the 
protection provided by the police force, there were reports of five Bunun attacks during 
the constructing period, the earliest taking place in October 1919 ("Hakken sareta 
kakushu ni me" 1919), just four months after the beginning of the construction work. In 
the case of a Bunun attack in December 1920, a construction camp at Batongguan 
Meadows was completely wiped out and the crew of 13 were all killed ("Banjin daikyo 
shi te hirake rotai o kasanefu" 1920).  
Despite adverse weather, the difficult topography, and the conflicts with the 
Bunun, the Japanese managed to finish constructing the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail 
(Figure 4.36). Police outposts and related facilities were established along the trail 
(Figure 4.36). In addition to the main trail between Tonpo and Tamasato, four branch 
lines were also built off the eastern section of the trail. These branches linked to the 
police outposts of Wabano ??? (later Huabanuo ??? in Mandarin), Saiko ??? 
(Saike??), Masisan ????(Maxisang???), and Asanraiga?????? 
(Asanglaijia????), deep in the Lakulaku River Basin, close to some of the more 
remote Bunun settlements (Figure 4.37). The construction of the trail’s branch lines in the 
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eastern section of the Batongguan region demonstrated the government’s determination 
to control the area’s most defiant districts.  
Figure 4.36: The Japanese trail system and the locations of police outposts 
(map drawn by the author) 
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Figure 4.37: The Bunun settlements and the Japanese trail system (map 
drawn by the author) 
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In addition to its main purpose, which was to serve as an instrument of military 
control over the region, the Japanese trail system also reduced the difficulty of climbing 
the highest mountain of Taiwan. In 1897, the peak known as Saviah (Yushan) had been 
given the name Mt. Niitaka (Nītakayama ???), meaning “new highest mountain” (of 
the Empire of Japan) (Figure 4.38). This was because its height (3952m) exceeded that of 
Mt. Fuji ?? (3776m), the highest mountain in metropolitan Japan. Before the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail was built, people had to trek the Chenyoulan River to reach 
Batongguan Meadows, and from there climb to Mt. Niitaka (Suzuki 1918). The new trail, 
especially the section between Tonpo and Batongguan Meadows, significantly shortened 
the traveling time for hikers. The newly established police outposts in the area also 
provided shelters for these travelers.  
Figure 4.38: A chart showing the heights of the mountains in Taiwan, in 
comparison with Mt. Fuji (Yutaka and Nakasonem 1924: 16) 
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In addition to the main transmontane trail, the construction of a trail between 
Batongguan Meadows and the peak of Mt. Niitaka in 1924, followed by a Mt. Ali-Mt. 
Niitaka hiking trail in 1926 ("Nītaka tozansha no tame shukuhakusho o tateru" 1924), 
significantly improved the accessibility of Mt. Niitaka. Thus, new and modernized trails 
were constructed in the Batongguan region (Figure 4.39 and Figure 4.40), and travel to 
this highest region of Taiwan was no longer exclusively limited to indigenous people, 
surveyors, and military or police personnel. In 1926, as the very first of many such 
events, a newspaper reported that a group of 22 teachers and students from Shōka ?? 
Girls' Senior High School had climbed Mt. Niitaka ("Shouka gaonushen yixing 
ershierming risu Batongguan" 1926). 
Figure 4.39: The route of the Mt. Niitaka hiking trail (Tseng 2002:11) 
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Figure 4.40: The Niitaka hiking trail and the Japanese trail system (map 
drawn by the author) 
These type of expeditions, of female students climbing the high mountains of 
Taiwan (including Mt. Niitaka), attracted public attention at that time. The trips were 
often photographed or filmed by news crews and were displayed to the public (Lin 
2006:210-313). For example, in 1927, a group of teachers and students from Taihoku ?
???????? ????????????
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? Prefecture Third Girls' High School climbed Mt. Niitaka. According to Lin Cai-mian’s 
???, account, the 15 students were accompanied by three police officers, 10 Bunun 
porters, and two newsmen responsible for photographing and filming the trip. In one 
photo (Figure 4.41), two skirt-clad schoolgirls are preparing a meal in the center of the 
scene, peacefully surrounded by a teacher, the police officers, and their Bunun porters. 
The teachers had a hand in composing “perfect” shots like these (Tseng 2002: 178-80). 
Figure 4.41: Students from Taihoku Prefecture Third Girls' High School 
preparing a meal during their trip to Mt. Niitaka in 1927 (Tseng 2002:112) 
As such events were encouraged by the government, it can be said that these 
activities may also have served as propaganda. Thus, as Lin Mei-chun??? (2006: 
258-65) observes, the slightly contrived photos or film footage of schoolgirls climbing 
mighty peaks in the indigenous territories may not only have served to record and present 
the girl’s hiking activities, but also to demonstrate to the general public the government’s 
ability to construct and maintain the mountain trails and to control the indigenous people.   
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In addition to students, other people were eager to climb Mt. Niitaka. According 
to a report, in July 1927, 16 groups comprising 291 individuals applied to climb the 
highest mountain of Taiwan. But allowing so many people to move through the 
Batongguan region really relied on peaceful relations between the Japanese and the 
Bunun ("Tozanki mae no Nitaka" 1927).  
For the general public, poor Japanese-Bunun relations meant lost opportunities to 
hike Mt. Niitaka or the other mountains in the Batongguan region. However, for the 
police officers and their families, increasing tensions between the two could have fatal 
outcomes. Even with the trail and the police outposts in place, the officers and their 
families were still constantly under the threat of Bunun attack. In April 1921, a month 
after the completion of the Japanese Pattonkan Trail, two police officers were killed next 
to the newly established Wesira ??? (Mandarin Yixila ???) police outpost ("Yuli 
jingshou bei guoshou" 1921).  
Nevertheless, as a result of military pressure enabled by the construction of the 
trail and its facilities, the Japanese were able to gain control of the Bunun in the region. 
There were barely any reports of Bunun attacks in the Batongguan region after 1930 (Lin 
[2005] 2015: 24-27). With challenges to their authority on the wane, the Japanese started 
to have other plans for the area. For example, the idea of constructing a road for 
automotive vehicles into the Batongguan region was proposed in 1929. Several important 
personages from Taichū ?? organized a visit to the western section of the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail for the plan of constructing a highway from Taichū to Batongguan 
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Meadows, which would allow people to climb Mt. Niitaka as a day-trip out of Taichū  
("Niitak Itaru kyō Toyama hyōkō keikaku jidō-sha dōro hongetsu-matsu Minoru chi" 
1929). The plan to construct a road into the Batongguan region was mentioned again in 
1938; this time, the plan was to convert the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail into a highway 
for motor vehicles from Tonpo to Tamasato ("Jidōsha dōro kaitsūshi Pattonkan e 
ichinichi kōtei myōshun sangatsu Neimaobu made kaisai" 1938). However, the 
construction work was seemingly never initiated.  
Another plan the Japanese had was to include the Batongguan region in a national 
park, since the region has great scenery and the highest mountain of Taiwan. In 1928, the 
government hired Dr. Tamura Tsuyoshi ???, who was also responsible at about that 
same time for drafting the National Park Act of Japan, to survey the mountains of Taiwan 
for suitable locations to establish national parks. Following the passage of the National 
Park Act in 1931, the nongovernmental Alisan National Park Association (Alisan 
kokuritsu kōen kyōkai ?????????) was formed in the same year. The 
association aimed to promote an area that included Mt. Niitaka and Mt. Ali as the first 
national park in Taiwan. They invited the Taiwan Governor-General Nakagawa Kenzō ?
??? to climb Mt. Niitaka via the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail in 1933. This event 
was widely reported by the newspapers and certainly served to promote the founding of a 
new national park in the region (Lin 2008: 77-80). Also in 1933, the Japanese 
government officially organized a team to survey potential areas for national parks to be 
located on the island. In 1935, the National Park Association of Taiwan (Taiwan 
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kokuritsu kōen kyōkai ????????) was formed. They published a new magazine 
to introduce and promote the concept of national parks to the public (Sasaki 1936). Based 
on “landscape wow-factors” and faunal and floral abundance, in 1937 the association 
suggested three candidates for the first national park; one of these was Mt. Niitaka-Mt. 
Ali. Later in that year, the three candidates were all designated as the very first national 
parks of Taiwan. However, with large-scale war approaching, the plan of establishing 
national parks in Taiwan was never executed by the Japanese (Lin 2012: 108-12; 2008: 
63-68).  
The forced relocation of highland aborigines would really change the landscape of 
the Batongguan region as well as other mountainous areas of Taiwan. In order to improve 
their economic status, the indigenous peoples were to adopt sedentary cultivation and 
animal husbandry, for which they would have to relocate to lower elevations within the 
highlands. The mass relocation (shūdan ijū ????) of the aborigines was 
implemented in the 1930s and early 1940s. Thousands of indigenous people were 
relocated from higher to lower altitudes (Fujii 2001: 129-54; Lin 2017: 29-72). 
The new Japanese policies seemed to have been quite successful. In 1933, 84 
households — 867 individuals — were reported as having been “voluntarily” resettled to 
the foothills. In 1934, around 3000 additional Bunun moved to the foothills, which left 
only a few households still living in the heart of the Batongguan region ("Batongguan 
fanshe jincun shushe" 1934). This resettlement of the Bunun was not effected by straight-
ahead force of arms. According to Japanese archives, the government provided land and 
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facilities in the foothills as compensation to those resettled. Yet, only a few groups of 
Bunun were willing to leave their homes at the beginning of the project. The later and 
larger numbers of relocating Bunun were persuaded by the encouragement of those who 
had moved earlier (Fujii 2001: 129-54; Lin 2017: 29-72).  
According to oral tradition, the Japanese had ways of tricking the Bunun into 
moving to the foothills — for example, by encouraging the children to go to schools in 
the foothills. As the parents needed the children to work with them in the fields after 
school, they eventually moved to new spots near the schools. Either by force or by 
encouragement, the Japanese managed to resettle the Bunun from their traditional 
territories.  
As a result of resettlement, the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and its branch lines 
and police outposts were no longer needed for controlling and monitoring the local 
Bunun, because there no longer were any local Bunun. Related facilities began to be shut 
down. The indigenous schools and medical centers set up in the region were closed in the 
mid-1930s. Many of the less important police outposts were entirely shut down at that 
time, too. Even though the police outposts were still in use as mountain shelters for 
hikers, such purposes were not deemed important enough to merit continued government 
support and maintenance, especially with WWII approaching. By the end of 1944, the 
Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and its facilities and branch lines had been abandoned 
completely (Lin [2005] 2015: 24-27). 
More than 80 years have passed since the Japanese government began to 
withdraw support for the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and its branch lines. However, 
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thanks to Yushan National Park’s renovation of the main trail in 2005, the general public 
can access at least part of the historic trail today. For researchers like myself, observing 
and documenting the better-preserved stretches of the Batongguan Transmontane Trail is 
highly and directly relevant to understanding the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail as it 
would have been in the Japanese era.  
While the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail itself has been preserved and made 
accessible, its four branch lines are currently not in very good shape. Because of a lack of 
maintenance, many elements of their infrastructure, including crucial hanging bridges, 
have collapsed; tracing those branch lines is much more difficult. Yet, our survey team 
has successfully traced one of the branch lines, the Wabano (Huabanuo) branch, and 
managed to investigate the Wabano (Huabanuo) police outpost, too. Observation of the 
main trail and the Wabano branch has provided me with sufficient information to discuss 
the configuration of the Japanese trail system as it would have been in the Japanese era.  
The Japanese trail system served as an instrument of the colonization of the 
mountains of the Batongguan region. The Japanese were determined to gain and maintain 
a military advantage in the region. However, doing so in such a remote area, against a 
group of people who were familiar with every inch of the landscape, was extremely 
difficult. It regularly required a lot of equipment and supplies to be carried a long 
distance, since much of their military personnel had to reside in the unfamiliar 
mountainous environment. Food, daily necessities, and heavy weapons, such as the 
artillery used to intimidate the locals, could only be brought from afar. To serve that 
need, the Japanese trail system had to be designed for transporting large amounts of 
128?
?
?
supplies and equipment on a regular basis, unlike the traditional Bunun trails or even the 
Middle Trail, which were mostly used for transporting individuals and their personal 
items. The Japanese trail system was properly surveyed and measured, and passed mostly 
along the mountainsides, following the contour lines of the terrain. It ascended steadily 
from the western access point, Tonpo, to the highest point, 3230 m above sea level 
around Taisuikutsu ??? (Dashuiku), and then descended steadily to the eastern access 
point at Tamasato (Yuli), only 140 m above sea level.  
Figure 4.42: Police officers with the heavy artilleries at the Wabano police 
outpost (Mori 1933: 102) 
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Much like the main trail, with the exception of the Wabano branch, the three other 
branch lines followed the contour lines of the terrain. The Wabano branch, however, 
linked the Wabano police outpost to the main transmontane trail. As the Wabano outpost 
was equipped with heavy artillery (Figure 4.42), it needed to be located at a vantage point 
on a ridgeline to maximize the firing range of its artillery. Thus, the trail had to ascend 
dramatically to reach the ridgeline. Instead of ascending steadily along contour lines, the 
trail approached at an angle; it cut into the slope and then went back toward the direction 
it was originally headed, eventually tracing a zigzag trail (Figure 4.43).  
Figure 4.43: A photo of the Tahun (Dafen) police outpost. The red circle 
indicates a zigzagging section of the Wabano branch line (Mori 1933: 102 
enhanced by author) 
Aside from the Wabano branch line, the Japanese trail system followed the 
contour lines of the terrain and steadily changed altitude along the mountainsides. This 
avoided the need for the sudden turns or rapid inclines and declines used by the Bunun 
and Qing trails to bypass obstacles or difficult terrain. Thus, to achieve this construction 
goal, the Japanese had to apply modern techniques such as the use of explosives to 
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overcome the topographic challenges they faced. The Chenyoulan and Lakulaku Rivers 
cut deep gorges at many points. The Bunun trails or the Middle Trail avoided such terrain 
by taking slight detours. However, as detours were not an option for the Japanese trails, 
and hand tools seemed ineffective against solid rock, craftsmen had to risk their lives to 
apply small explosives to help clear the way. In some cases, they even had to dangle off 
cliffs while applying dynamite (Yutaka and Nakasonem 1924: 342-46). With the aid of 
these explosives, as shown in photos (Figure 4.35), the Japanese managed to “carve” a 
trail out of the rock.  
Other types of difficult topography were overcome by the construction of various 
structures. Short tunnels (Figure 4.44) and wooden bridges (Figure 4.45) were created to 
bypass small-scale terrain features. Hanging bridges were constructed in several 
locations, without which the transmontane trunk trail would have been significantly 
longer (Figure 4.46). Very importantly, the trails were reinforced with retaining walls to 
add stability and also control erosion (Figure 4.47). Even today, we can still see that 
many parts of the trail system have been reinforced with these retaining walls (Figure 
4.48). In addition, the Japanese would remove the vegetation around the trail and its 
facilities to provide travelers with better visibility, and to guard again ambush (Figure 
4.49) (Lin [2005] 2015: 239-40).  
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Figure 4.44: A short tunnel in the eastern section of the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail (photo taken by the author in 2013) 
Figure 4.45: A bridge in the eastern section of the Pattonkan Transmontane 
Trail 
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Figure 4.46: A photo of Shinkan ?? Bridge (Mori 1933: 100) 
 
Figure 4.47: A photo taken from within the remains of the Saton ??? 
(Shadun ??) police outpost. This section of trail was reinforced with 
retaining walls (Mori 1933: 100) 
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Figure 4.48: A section of the Batongguan Transmontane Trail that still has 
the remains of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail retaining walls (photo 
taken by author in 2013) 
Figure 4.49: A photo of the Hahabi ??? (Hahabi ???) police outpost. 
The vegetation near the trail had been removed (Mori 1933: 102) 
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The techniques and infrastructure applied to the construction of the Japanese trail 
system did help overcome the difficult topography within the Batongguan region, 
providing a more efficient means to crosscut the region. In the photobook of the national 
parks in Taiwan published in 1939, the suggested itinerary for climbing Mt. Niitaka from 
Tamasato shows that traveling from Tamasato, through the Taisuikutsu (Dashuiku) police 
outpost, to the Hatsukan??? (later Mandarin Batongguan ???) police outpost 
took only four days (Kada 1939: 10-14). Today, using the partly restored Yushan 
National Park Batongguan Transmontane Trail, it would take around seven days to hike 
the same distance. 
Modern techniques and infrastructure not only enabled the Japanese to approach 
the topography the way they did, but also provided a more comfortable traveling 
experience. It can be seen in a photo taken near Hōgai ?? (Baoyai ??) police outpost 
(Figure 4.50) that the trail bed could be as wide as two meter. Because of these 
construction efforts, high school girls were able to climb Mt. Niitaka wearing skirts, as 
discussed previously (Figure 4.41). Given that the trail was so well-constructed, the trail 
and its natural surroundings were often depicted as both romantic and exotic to the public 
(Figure 4.51).  
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Figure 4.50: A section of trail near the Hōgai police outpost (Mori 1933: 98) 
Figure 4.51: A postcard showing the scenery of the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail 
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However well it was built, it should be noted that the Japanese trail system still 
lay within a region having many unstable geological zones and extreme weather; thus, it 
required frequent maintenance. For example, keishu ?? — the lowest ranking officers 
in each police outpost, normally indigenous individuals — were in charge of the 
maintenance of their outposts and nearby sections of trail (Lin 2011:52-64). But daily 
maintenance could not stop severe natural disasters, such as typhoons, from shattering the 
trails. In fact, during the very first typhoon season after the August 1921 completion of 
the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail, a typhoon struck and destroyed much of the trail’s 
infrastructure, such as telephone poles, hanging bridges, and one of the Hatsukan police 
outpost’s buildings ("Daichu kabanchi bofu hi gai" 1921). Thus, between regular 
maintenance and disaster repairs, the Japanese trail system relied on massive government 
investment just to stay open.  
Figure 4.52: A postcard portraying a trail used to transport military 
personnel in the 1910s  
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The well-maintained Japanese trail system and its facilities significantly changed 
the way in which people moved through the Batongguan landscape, whether outsiders or 
locals. For example, for the police officers and their families who resided in the region, 
the trails served as their lifeline to the outside world. Compared with the trails used by 
the Japanese to access the indigenous territories in the 1910s (Figure 4.52), the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail and its branch lines were a significant improvement. Such 
improvements allowed easier access for police officers’ families to enter the Batongguan 
region, as well as easier transportation of large amounts of equipment and supplies. The 
trail system in turn enabled the establishment of facilities such as the elementary school 
at the Tahun (Dafen) outpost, or the grocery stores and medical centers in many outposts, 
all of which enabled a functionally modern Japanese lifestyle in the remote heart of 
Bunun country.  
The Japanese trails also provided better transportation for non-residents accessing 
the Batongguan region. The general public could use the trails to climb the mountains in 
the Batongguan region. Meanwhile, the police outposts provided shelter, the officers 
offered protection, and local Bunun could be hired as guides or porters.  
In some cases, high-ranking officers in the colonial government would inspect the 
trail. For example, in 1930, 65-year-old Governor-General Ishizuka Eizō ???? 
climbed Mt. Niitaka and stayed in the Hatsukan police outpost ("Sōtoku no Nītaka tozan 
nittei" 1930). Governor-General Nakagawa Kenzō also climbed Mt. Niitaka via the 
Pattonkan Transmontane Trail in 1933. He chose to begin his journey from Tamasato, 
which took more days to travel than if he had begun from Tonpo. During the trip, he 
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stopped at several police outposts, including Tahun, where he expressed appreciation 
toward the officers and their families and gave a speech to more than a hundred Bunun 
living in the area (Lin 2008: 77-80). A final high-ranking Japanese visit occurred in 1940 
when the district head of Tamasato District, Ōsawa Harushige ????, visited the 
Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and attended the graduation ceremony at Tahun 
Elementary School ("Osawa gunsu Pattonkan sen junshi" 1940). It is worth noting that 
the Bunun population of the Batongguan region had been completely removed at that 
point, with the exception of indigenous residents of the police outposts; the population of 
the Batongguan region by then consisted entirely of employees of the state, and their 
dependents. 
In addition to the outsiders, the local Bunun would use the Japanese trails, too, 
despite the trails having been built to enable control over the Bunun. They regularly used 
the trails when they needed to go to the police outposts. For example, when travelers or 
the police required porters, locals would gather at the outposts to offer their services. 
Also, as some of the police outposts provided schools, medicals centers, trading centers, 
or agricultural workshops for the indigenous population, the Bunun would use the 
Japanese trails to reach these facilities. 
The Yushan National Park Batongguan Transmontane Trail 
In this dissertation, the Yushan National Park Batongguan Transmontane Trail, or 
simply “Batongguan Transmontane Trail,” refers to the hiking trail that evolved from the 
Pattonkan Transmontane Trail after its abandonment in the mid-1940s. Hikers returned to 
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the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail in the 1950s. In 2005, Yushan National Park partly 
restored the trail and renamed it the “Japanese-Era Batongguan Transmontane Route” 
(Batongguan Rizhi yuedaoxian ????????). While the Pattonkan Transmontane 
Trail in its heyday mainly served as an instrument of state power, the Batongguan 
Transmontane Trail is used as a hiking trail for recreational purposes. Accordingly, I 
must first discuss the history of mountaineering in post-WWII Taiwan.  
Mountaineering started to become popular at the end of the Japanese era, but 
stopped abruptly due to WWII. After the war, China took over Taiwan; the Nationalist 
government would itself retreat to the island in 1949. During this period, ordinary people 
were restricted from the mountainous areas for national security reasons and, therefore, 
very rarely engaged in mountaineering activities. The first mountaineering activity after 
the war was in 1952 when a group of 10 climbed Yushan in celebration of the new year. 
From then on, the general public began to be given access to Taiwan’s mountainous 
areas, including the Batongguan region. Yet, due to security concerns, only a limited 
number of people were given access during the 1950s and 60s (Lin 2008: 90-93).  
In the 1970s, mountaineering became more popular amongst the Taiwanese 
people and the public were more likely to access mountainous areas. In 1971, for the 
promotion of mountaineering, several major hiking clubs in Taiwan chose a list of “A 
Hundred Great Peaks” (Baiyue ??) over 3000m above sea level which they considered 
most worthy of hiking. Since then, hikers of Taiwan have been encouraged to “collect” 
these hundred peaks. As a consequence, hiking trails near or approaching these peaks 
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have been developed and widely used by the hiking population of Taiwan (Lin 2008: 99-
102).  
Today, climbing the Hundred Great Peaks is still popular amongst the hiking 
population. According to the National Security Act, hikers who want to climb these peaks 
must apply to the National Police Agency for a permit to enter “restricted mountain 
areas” (shandi guanzhiqu ?????). The application can be done using an online 
service, and almost everyone who applies is given permission. This is a lot easier than the 
previous system, where permission could only be applied for in person. Some of the 
Hundred Great Peaks are located in the “ecological protection areas” (shengtai guanzhiqu 
?????) of Yushan, Taroko, and Shei-pa (Xueba ??), the three mountainous 
national parks in Taiwan. If hikers want to climb these peaks, they also need to obtain 
permission from park headquarters to enter the ecological protection area, according to 
the National Park Law. Thanks to the growth of Taiwan’s mountaineering population, 
and despite the still-requisite struggle with the bureaucratic system, getting access to the 
mountains of Taiwan is much easier now compared with earlier days.  
The evolution of the Pattonkan-Batongguan Transmontane Trail in the past 70 
years has been strongly related to the increase of mountaineering activities in Taiwan. 
Going a little further back, the Japanese trail system had been widely used by hikers in 
the years between the relocation of the Bunun from the Batongguan region in the mid-
1930s and the outbreak of WWII. I discussed hiking trips to Mt. Niitaka (Yushan) in the 
previous section. The trail system was abandoned toward the end of WWII, though, and 
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remained abandoned after China took over Taiwan; the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail 
and its facilities were rarely used by the public for recreational purposes during that 
period. In the 1950s and 1960s, it was mainly accessed by the Bunun hunters whose 
families used to live in the area; and also by members of the Forestry Bureau (called the 
Forestry Administration Division in the 1950s), the agency that oversaw timber resources 
in the mountains of Taiwan at the time.  
In the 1970s, as the mountaineering population increased, along with fanaticism 
toward the Hundred Great Peaks, more people attempted to hike those of the Hundred 
Great Peaks that lay within the Batongguan region (Figure 4.53). In addition to using the 
Pattonkan Transmontane Trail as a gateway to Yushan, hikers also used the transmontane 
trail to access many of the Great Peaks. From there, they developed new routes to reach 
these peaks. Thus, three new hiking routes — the Xinkang ?? Hiking Route, Section 
Two of the Southern Central Ridge Route (Nan’erduanxian ????), and the Mabolasi 
Hiking Route (Mabo hengduanxian ?????), were developed by hikers. As each of 
the new routes adopted sections of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail, the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail arguably became part of the greater hiking trail system of the 
Batongguan region (Figure 4.54). 
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Figure 4.53: The distribution of Great Peaks in the Batongguan region 
(map drawn by the author) 
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Figure 4.54: Hiking routes within Yushan National Park today (map drawn 
by the author) 
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Figure 4.55: The current route of the Batongguan Transmontane Trail 
(map drawn by the author) 
Like their Japanese predecessors, Republic of China authorities also considered 
retracing the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail with a highway for motor vehicles. In the 
1970s, they committed to constructing a “New Middle Cross-Island Highway” (Xin 
Zhongheng gonglu ?????) to run from Jiayi County through the Central Range to 
?????????????????????????????????
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Hualian County. A branch line — the Yushan-Yuli ???? branch — would stretch 
from Yuli to Batongguan Meadows, basically following the route of the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail. As the branch line passed through a region with significant cultural 
and natural significance, the government’s decision was challenged by scholars and 
environmentalists. With their efforts, and the establishment of Yushan National Park, the 
highway project was canceled in 1986. However, the section in the east between Yuli and 
Nan’an ?? had already been converted to motor road. Thus, Nan’an replaced Yuli as 
the eastern terminus of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail (Figure 4.55) (Lin 2008: 116-
17; Huang 2001: 158-63). 
Even though some parts of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail had been widely 
used by hikers since the 1970s, the decades of abandonment had left people with few 
memories of the history of the trail. When Yushan National Park was established in the 
mid-1980s, park headquarters launched a series of surveys of the cultural heritage sites 
and artifacts within park limits; these included the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail (Yang 
and Wang 1987, 1989; Chen 1984; Chen and Ceng 1984).  Park administration began 
refurbishing the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail soon after that. As the western section of 
the trail from Dongpu to Dashuiku was in relatively good shape from being frequently 
used by hikers, official efforts focused on the less-traveled eastern section of the trail. 
Between 1985 and 1998, the national park repaired the section between Nan’an and 
Walami ???. Between 1998 and 2004, the park repaired the section of the trail 
between Walami and Dafen. In 2005, the park managed to repair the most rarely-used 
section of the trail, between Dafen and Dashuiku (Figure 4.55). Thus, by 2005, Yushan 
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National Park had replaced all the damaged bridges, enlarged the trail bed through 
sections that had been washed out by rainfall, cleared the thick vegetation, and built new 
mountain huts along both the western and eastern sections of the trail. After 62 years of 
official abandonment, the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail, now known as the “Japanese-
Era Batongguan Transmontane Route” (Batongguan Rizhi yuedaoxian ???????
?), was once again a complete unit, fully open to the public (Yushan National Park 
2005).  
However, in 2009, Typhoon Morakot, one of the largest typhoons in the history of 
Taiwan, struck the island and caused a great deal of damage. The recently-finished 
Yushan National Park Batongguan Transmontane Trail was shredded. The park managed 
to quickly repair and re-open most of the trail, but certain sections have been closed for a 
very long time. The section between Dashuiku and Dafen (Figure 4.55), for example, has 
been closed to the public since 2009. Generally, due to typhoons, earthquakes, and other 
natural disasters, sections of the trail located in geologically unstable zones routinely 
suffer damage and are continually being closed, repaired, and reopened by the park. 
When I started my field research in the Batongguan region, the section of the 
Batongguan Transmontane Trail between the Central Gold Mine (Zhongyang jinkuang ?
???) and Walami was closed. However, with special permission granted by park 
headquarters, our research team managed to survey most parts of the trail, except for the 
section between the Central Gold Mine and Dashuiku (Figure 4.55). Through this survey 
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and additional subsequent research, I have managed to gather enough information on the 
basis of which to discuss the configuration of the Batongguan Transmontane Trail.  
Based on our survey results and the map included in Yushan National Park’s 2012 
report (Yushan National Park 2012) (Figure 4.26), I have digitized the routes of the 
Yushan National Park Batongguan Transmontane Trail and the hiking routes in the 
Batongguan region (Figure 4.54). As a re-adaptation of the Pattonkan Transmontane 
Trail, the Batongguan Transmontane Trail has a similar route to its predecessor. In 
general, the trail adheres mostly to mountainsides, following the contour lines of the 
terrain; it ascends steadily from its western access point at Dongpu, to its highest point in 
the Dashuiku area, and then descends at a similar rate toward its eastern access point. 
However, there are many differences between the old trail and the new, some more 
significant and some less.  
As just mentioned, one of the differences between the Yushan National Park trail 
and its predecessor is that the section of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail between Yuli 
and Nan’an was converted in the 1970s into a vehicular roadway. The Batongguan 
Transmontane Trail terminates at Nan'an in the east, instead of Yuli. 
In addition, the trail has been re-routed in many places, to bypass geologically 
unstable zones. True to its military purpose, the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail crossed 
straight through many geologically unstable zones in the region. However, when Yushan 
National Park headquarters refurbished the trail, they decided to avoid such terrain, since 
the trail would only serve recreational purposes and would have a much lower 
maintenance budget. One of the largest detours in the eastern part of the trail is the 
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section between the Duomeili??? and Dafen areas. The Pattonkan Transmontane 
Trail originally followed the contour lines, so it passed by the Lulun ?? Scarp before 
reaching the Dafen area. However, given that this section of trail has eroded during 
decades of no maintenance, and with the Lulun Scarp having increased in scale in recent 
years (Figure 4.56), it is difficult to reconstruct the original route. Thus, the national park 
decided to change the route so that the trail turns north from the Duomeili area, ascends 
500 m, and climbing over Mt. Lulun before descending 700 m to connect to the old route 
toward the Dafen area (Figure 4.57).  
Figure 4.56: The Dafen mountain hut (front) and the Lulun Scarp (back) 
(photo taken by the author in 2014) 
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Figure 4.57: The re-routing of the Pattonkan-Batongguan Transmontane 
Trail between Duomeili and Dafen (map drawn by the author) 
One of the other major detours in the Batongguan Transmontane Trail is in the 
western part, between Guangao?? and Batongguan Meadows. This detour developed 
more recently, following Typhoon Morakot in 2009. The typhoon battered a landslide-
prone area near Batongguan Meadows, enlarging its scale significantly; that section of 
the trail was completely washed away. The national park managed to build a footpath 
where the lost section of trail had been (Figure 4.58), but such a crude footpath could 
probably never be made sufficiently safe for general hikers.  
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Figure 4.58: The footpath constructed by the nation park on the landslide 
near Guangao and Batongguan Grassland (photo taken by the author in 
2012) 
Therefore, the national park decided to construct a detour to bypass the landslide 
area. The detour rises abruptly soon before the landslide-affected area, then follows the 
ridgeline toward Batongguan Meadows (Figure 4.59). Compared with the original route 
which only took one hour to hike from Guangao to Batongguan Grassland, the detour 
takes four hours to hike. Park rangers and the Bunun working for the national park still 
use the footpath on the landslide, because they are familiar with the area and know that 
the footpath saves a lot of time. Most hikers use the detour, trading time for safety. 
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Figure 4.59: The Guangao-Batongguan Grassland detour and the original 
route (photo taken by the author) 
In addition to these two major detours, there are countless detours that are smaller 
in scale. One example of a smaller change is a 20m detour that my friends and I like to 
call Kangbazi de lu ????? (Figure 4.60)  (“Kangbazi’s path”). Kangbazi is the 
nickname of a Bunun friend of mine who worked in trail maintenance for the national 
park. He claimed that he single-handedly constructed this 20m detour that bypasses a 
very short section of the original trail that eroded in recent years.  
??????????????????? ??????? ?????
?????????????????????????????????
??????????? ??????
???????
152?
?
?
Figure 4.60: A sign pointing out a 20m-detour, “Kangbazi’s path” (photo 
taken by the author in 2012) 
Minor detours like “Kangbazi’s path” bypass short sections of the trail that have 
been damaged by heavy rainfall, typhoons, or earthquakes. Unlike the Duomeili-Dafen 
and Guangao-Batongguan Grassland detours, it is possible to repair these short sections 
of damaged trail to their original state. When a stretch of trail is prone to disaster damage, 
though, the national park deems it more economical to construct detours than to repair it. 
Such detours increase over time, as natural disasters strike the Batongguan region year 
after year, damaging many sections of the transmontane trail.  
In addition to the changes of route, the infrastructure of the Batongguan 
Transmontane Trail is also different from that of its predecessor. There are still a few 
structures, such as the stone-made retaining walls, which were originally constructed in 
the Japanese era and are still preserved and capable of supporting the trail bed (Figure 
4.61). However, much of the past crucial infrastructure, such as bridges, was built from 
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perishable materials and had been damaged beyond repair (Figure 4.62). In refurbishing 
the trail, the national park typically replaced such infrastructure with metal structures 
(Figure 4.63).  
Figure 4.61: A section of the Batongguan Transmontane Trail that still has 
Japanese-era retaining walls (photo taken by the author in 2014) 
Figure 4.62: Eshira (Yixila) Bridge, built almost a hundred years ago 
(photo taken by the author in 2014) 
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Figure 4.63: A new bridge on top of an old bridge (photo taken by the 
author in 2013) 
Moreover, there is additional infrastructure that has been built along the 
Batongguan Transmontane Trail to provide easier and safer passage for travelers. For 
example, stairs have been installed in many sections of the trail to help tourists climb the 
steep slopes (Figure 4.64); the national park trail no longer closely follows the 
topographical contour lines smoothly, as the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail once did. In 
sections so steep that it is difficult to build stairs, the national park provides ropes or 
railing for hikers (Figure 4.65). In sections where the trail is built along cliffs, railing is 
provided to prevent travelers from falling (Figure 4.66).  
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Figure 4.64: Stairs on a section of the Batongguan Transmontane Trail 
(photo taken by the author in 2014) 
Figure 4.65: Bamboo railing helps hikers tackle a steep slope (photo taken 
by the author in 2014) 
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The national park has also built various new recreational facilities along the 
Batongguan Transmontane Trail. For example, rest stops for tourists are located along the 
trail. One of these, the Jiaxin ?? rest stop (Figure 4.55), is two hours away from the 
eastern entrance. It provides seating and toilets, and is a popular place for general tourists 
on day trips.  
Figure 4.66: In a dangerous section of the Batongguan Transmontane Trail, 
railing protects travelers from falling (photo taken by author in 2014) 
Facilities such as mountain huts have also been built along the trail by Yushan 
National Park for the more advanced hikers who spend one or more nights in the 
mountains. It should be noted that many mountain huts were built in the region by the 
Republic of China Sports Federation prior to the establishment of Yushan National Park. 
These huts mainly served as temporary shelters and were crudely made. Today, these 
shelters have either collapsed or are no longer being used. A series of modern mountain 
huts was built by the national park after 2000. These include five huts built along the 
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Batongguan Transmontane Trail. They were designed to withstand the harsh environment 
and are still in good condition (Figure 4.67, Figure 4.68) (Chang 2014).  
Figure 4.67: Xiuguluan ??? mountain hut, a modern mountain hut built 
by Yushan National Park (photo taken by the author in in 2014) 
The newer metal infrastructure and facilities of and along the Batongguan 
Transmontane Trail were mostly manufactured in workshops elsewhere and flown up 
part by part by helicopter. The parts were then pieced together on site. Thus, several 
helipads were built in the region for the trail construction and maintenance, as well as for 
possible rescue missions (Figure 4.68).  
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 Figure 4.68: The locations of mountain huts and helipads in the 
Batongguan region (map drawn by the author) 
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As the Batongguan Transmontane Trail mostly serves recreational purposes, 
hundreds of tourist signs have been posted along the trail. Most of these are directional 
signs, showing the direction and distances between places and helping travelers navigate 
(Figure 4.69 and Figure 4.70). Also, tourist maps have been left at the entrances of the 
trail, the mountain huts, and rest stops to provide general information about the 
Batongguan region (Figure 4.71). Warning signs have been set up to warn tourists as they 
enter sections of trail with dangerous terrain or wildlife (Figure 4.72). Finally, many signs 
have been posted to introduce the animals and vegetation of this beautiful mountain 
landscape (Figure 4.73).   
Figure 4.69: A sign to show direction and distances between places (photo 
taken by the author in 2014) 
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Figure 4.70: A sign to point out a detour (photo taken by the author in 
2014) 
Figure 4.71: An introductory sign at the Jiaxin rest stop (photo taken by the 
author in 2014) 
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Figure 4.72: A sign to warn tourists about wild animals (photo taken by the 
author in 2013) 
Figure 4.73: A sign to introduce the vegetation (photo taken by the author 
in 2014) 
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Figure 4.74: The hiking routes in the Batongguan region (map drawn by 
the author) 
In the previous sections, I have reviewed the configuration of the Batongguan 
Transmontane Trail. Now, being that the Batongguan Transmontane Trail has been 
incorporated into a greater hiking trail system since the 1970s, I shall also review the 
configuration of this newly developed trail system at large.  
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The Xinkang Hiking Route, Mabolasi Hiking Route and Section Two of the 
Southern Central Ridge Route were developed in the 1970s for hikers to climb certain of 
the Hundred Great Peaks. These “Great Peaks routes” (Baiyue luxian ????) were not 
constructed over a short period of time. A route would develop because a group of hikers 
wanted to climb a group of peaks. They would use the abandoned Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail to reach the Central Range; from there, they would find their way to 
the peaks using maps and compasses to navigate and machetes to clear the vegetation. 
The hikers would also use the abandoned Pattonkan Transmontane Trail to depart from 
the heart of the Batongguan region. As these pioneers often left markers along their 
routes and shared their hiking journals with the hiking population, other hikers would 
later use the same routes.  
After being repeatedly used by hikers for decades, the newly developed sections 
of the Great Peaks routes have evolved from crude footpaths to solid trails. Section Two 
of the Southern Central Ridge Route refers to a hiking route following the Central Range 
south of Xiuguluan. Nine of the Great Peaks are located in this section. Normally, it takes 
seven to eight days to hike the route. The route adopts the section of the Batongguan 
Transmontane Trail from Dongpu to the Dashuiku area. From there, the route turns to 
follow the ridgeline south to its southern terminus at Xiangyang?? (Figure 4.74).  
The Mabolasi Hiking Route refers to the route used to climb Mt. Mabolasi 
(3785m) and another six Great Peaks on the same east-west ridgeline. It normally takes 
eight days to hike the route. The route also adopts the western section of the Batongguan 
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Transmontane Trail, between Dongpu and Batongguan Meadows. It then turns east 
toward Mt. Mabolasi, following the ridgeline to its eastern terminus at Yuli (Figure 4.74).  
The Xinkang Hiking Route refers to the route used to climb Mt. Xinkang (3331m) 
and another four Great Peaks on the same east-west ridgeline. The route starts at 
Xiangyang in the west and heads eastward to Mt. Xinkang. After reaching Mt. Xinkang, 
the route turns north to meet the transmontane trail and follow it from Baoyai?? to the 
trail’s eastern terminus at Nan’an (Figure 4.74). It takes six days to hike the trail. 
However, the section of the transmontane trail adopted by the Xinkang route has been 
mostly closed by Yushan National Park since Typhoon Morakot. With that stretch of the 
transmontane trail closed, hikers must return to Xiangyang after climbing Mt. Xinkang, 
which requires more time and a lot more effort.  
The three hiking routes mentioned above use sections of the Batongguan 
Transmontane Trail to reach the Central Range. The Batongguan Transmontane Trail, of 
course, mainly follows the contour lines along mountainsides. On the other hand, given 
that they were developed by hikers, the newly developed sections of the Great Peaks 
routes are quite different from the Bunun, Qing, and Japanese trails in that they are 
mainly routed along or near ridgelines. One of the reasons for this is to make it easier for 
hikers to navigate, with the better visibility of the ridgeline. Also, following the ridgeline 
avoids the difficult terrain and geologically unstable zones located mostly on the slopes. 
As a result, these newer hiking trails do not need infrastructure such as bridges or tunnels; 
being just simple footpaths, they require less maintenance than the Batongguan 
Transmontane Trail.  
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In the previous sections, I have explained how the evolution of the Batongguan 
Transmontane Trail and the Great Peaks routes has been related to the development of 
mountaineering activities in Taiwan. I have now explained how the evolution of the 
Batongguan Transmontane Trail and the Great Peaks routes has been related to the 
development of mountaineering activities in Taiwan. Now I will examine how these trails 
have been used since the end of WWII. As mountaineering stopped abruptly in the 1940s, 
not many people cared to enter the Batongguan region or to use its trails. The Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail was only used for the most part by employees of the Republic of 
China Forestry Administration Division to reforest the edge of the region and by the 
Bunun people who went hunting in their traditional territories.  
With the growth of the hiking population and the fanaticism toward the Hundred 
Great Peaks in the 1970s (Lin 2008: 99-107), more people began to use the transmontane 
trail to access the Great Peaks in the area. They mainly used the western section of the 
trail — from Dongpu to Batongguan Grassland or Dashuiku — to climb Mt. Mabolasi 
and other Great Peaks in the Central Range (see Figure 4.55). The eastern section of the 
trail was used less frequently by hikers. They mainly used the section between Nan’an 
and Baoyai to exit the mountains after climbing Mt. Xinkang; the section between Baoyai 
and Dashuiku was rarely used and remained generally deserted. A Bunun family even 
took advantage of this and moved back into the area, taking over the abandoned Tahun 
(Dafen) police outpost as their residence until they were “asked” to leave by the national 
park in the 1980s. Being rarely used, the eastern section of the Pattonkan Transmontane 
Trail kept decaying, unlike the western section which was in relatively good shape. While 
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the Yushan National Park, once established, was determined to repair the eastern section 
of the transmontane trail, the early stage of refurbishment (1985-1998) focused only on 
the section between Walami and Nan’an (see Figure 4.55) (Yushan National Park 2005).  
At one point, those who accessed the eastern section of the transmontane trail 
were mostly hikers who climbed Mt. Xinkang. A series of surveys of the Japanese trail 
by the national park (Yang and Wang 1987, 1989), though, raised people’s curiosity 
about the historic trail. In the late 1980s, people started to hike the trail for its historic 
value, as opposed to using it solely to access the Great Peaks. The old trail and its police 
outposts had risen from the ashes of the “recent past” and officially become “history.”  
While interest in the trail’s eastern section grew, it remained difficult to access for 
some time. For example, in 1988, three female hikers took nine days to hike the 
Pattonkan Transmontane Trail from terminus to terminus. They began their journey from 
Dongpu and managed to reach Dashuiku without any difficulty (see Figure 4.55). From 
Dashuiku, though, the original trail had been largely eroded. These hikers had to struggle 
through thick vegetation and multiple landslides to reach Dafen (Mountain1225 2008a). 
Another group of six people took eight days to hike the transmontane trail in 1992. They 
also reported the difficulty of tracing the eroded section between Dashuiku and Dafen 
(Mountain1225 2008b).  
From the above-mentioned accounts, it can be said that the section between 
Dashuiku and Dafen, the most remote part of the eastern section of the trail, was very 
difficult to travel. Yet even to reach Dafen was not an easy trip in itself. In 1996, Hwang 
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Mei-Hsiu ???, a Ph.D. student in the Conservation Biology program at the University 
of Minnesota, began four seasons of field research on the Formosan black bear in the 
Dafen area. In her account, going to Dafen from Nan’an was not very easy. The trail was 
covered with thick vegetation and the researchers had to cross hanging bridges that had 
already had their wooden decks rot away. However, with the second stage of the national 
park’s trail renovation (1998-2004), the condition of the stretch of trail between Dafen 
and Nan’an was improved. It takes three days to reach Dafen from Nan’an today, 
compared with the four days it took Hwang (2003).  
In 2005, the national park finished renovating the eastern section of the now-
renamed Batongguan Transmontane Trail. Damaged bridges had been replaced, eroded 
sections had been reconstructed, and suitable detours had been established. A rest stop 
had been built in Jiaxin, mountain huts had been built at Walami and Baoyai, and a 
mountain house or research station had been constructed in Dafen (Figure 4.56). Of the 
two mountain huts, Walami was closer to the entrance. Located eight hours away from 
Nan’an, it is a perfect stop for a day trip. The national park, accordingly, thoroughly 
renovated the section of the trail between Nan’an and Walami to make it suitable for the 
general public. The more remote section from Walami to Dashuiku was more modestly 
refurbished, given that it would only be accessed by more advanced hikers (Yushan 
National Park 2005).  
Since the national park finished renovating the Batongguan Transmontane Trail, it 
has been used by tourists with different mountaineering skills and for different interests. 
For example, for the general tourists who would like to see the natural scenery and 
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various wild animals in Yushan National Park, a half-day’s trip up the Batongguan 
Transmontane Trail is the best option. If entering from Dongpu, tourists normally walk to 
the Yunlong ?? Waterfall (see Figure 4.55). Going past the waterfall requires applying 
for permission to enter the ecological protection areas and restricted mountain areas. For 
tourists entering the trail from the eastern entrance, the Jiaxin rest stop — 4.5 km away 
from the entrance — is the most popular destination for half-day tours. The rest stop was 
converted from a police outpost site. Toilets, tables, and benches are available for the 
tourists. The tourists usually then return from there, given that the trail enters restricted-
access areas beyond Jiaxin. Given that the sections of the trail between Dongpu and 
Yunlong Waterfall and between Nan’an and Jiaxin are two of the most popular travel 
spots in the park, these two sections of the trail are constantly maintained by national 
park headquarters.  
For hikers with novice mountaineering skills, the Walami mountain hut — around 
14 km from Nan’an — is the best destination for a two-day trip. The section of the 
transmontane trail from Nan’an to Walami was thoroughly refurbished, and the signage 
along this section of the trail is abundant, which is helpful for novice mountaineers. The 
Walami mountain hut and campsite can only accommodate a limited number of people; 
tourists have to apply for accommodation with the national park in advance. Given that 
the Walami trip is quite popular among hikers, the mountain hut and campsite are often 
full during the weekends. As the hike to Walami is quite popular among tourists, the 
section of the trail between Nan’an and Walami is maintained to high standards by the 
national park; this includes cutting back the vegetation on the trail every week. Also, after 
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natural disasters such as typhoons, this section of the trail is always the first to be 
repaired and reopened to the public.  
More advanced hikers who are not content with two-day trips can either climb the 
Great Peaks in the region or trace the Batongguan Transmontane Trail. However, to 
access the more remote areas of the Batongguan region, hikers need to apply for 
permission to enter the restricted mountain areas and the ecological protection areas. 
Staying overnight within Yushan National Park also requires application in advance; the 
huts and campsites can only accommodate a limited number of people. Also, during the 
snowy season between mid-December and March, they also need to apply for special 
permission, asserting certification of training in winter mountaineering. Though the 
existing trail system is open for recreational purposes, through the above-mentioned 
mechanisms, the national park manages to monitor and control the volume of visitors. 
Nevertheless, aside from the lodging question, hikers are generally granted access to the 
more remote areas of Yushan National Park if the route they intend to use is not damaged 
by natural disasters or closed by the national park. 
Before the overhaul completed in 2005, the western section of the transmontane 
trail had been more frequently used by hikers compared with the eastern section. This has 
remained true since 2005. This being the case, after Typhoon Morakot in 2009, there was 
greater demand for the repair and reopening of the western section of the trail. The 
national park has obliged. The western section has been damaged and closed and 
reopened many times in recent years. Generally, hikers have been granted access to that 
section of the trail.  
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The national park has by now repaired the whole eastern section of the trail to a 
passable state for advanced hikers, but the Walami-Dashuiku section has mostly 
remained officially closed. In 2015, due to popular demand on the part of hikers, the 
national park finally reopened the section between Baoyai and Walami, but it was later 
closed again, and has only been sporadically reopened since then. As for the section 
between Dashuiku and Baoyai, it has remained closed since 2009. 
It should be noted that the official closure of a section of trail does not necessarily 
mean that hikers do not use it. The Walami-Dafen section of the transmontane trail, for 
example, has been sporadically accessed by hikers in recent years. The eastern section of 
the transmontane trail has long been the preferred route for descending from Mt. 
Xinkang. However, the Baoyai-Walami section has mostly been closed since 2009. 
Ironically, numerous postings online indicate that people continue to use the section (e.g., 
Heige n.a.; Mengjie 2019). These hikers very likely separately applied for permits from 
the national park to travel between Xiangyang and Mt. Xinkang, and to travel between 
Nan’an and Walami. They would then only have had to trespass between Mt. Xinkang 
and Walami — a short one-day hike with therefore limited exposure to being caught by 
park rangers.  
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People have also hiked the section between Dashuiku and Dafen without 
permission since its closure in 2009. For example, in February 2014, a hiker tried to trek 
the trail by himself and got lost. He claimed that he had been hiking in Taiwan for over a 
decade and had already climbed all of the Hundred Great Peaks. Yet, he still lost his way 
between Dashuiku and Dafen and had to call for help. He was rescued by helicopter and 
was fined 3000 Taiwanese dollars (around USD 100) for entering the prohibited area 
without permission (Yang and Chen 2014). 
Figure 4.75: Park rangers erecting a sign saying the section of the 
Batongguan Transmontane Trail between Dashuiku and Dafen is closed 
(photo taken by the author in 2014) 
Yushan National Park, more or less, is aware that people are trespassing on closed 
trails. On one hand, the park tries to warn people from entering the closed sections. Signs 
erected at Dafen and Dashuiku in 2014 warn that the section in between is prone to 
falling rocks, cliffs, and landslides (Figure 4.75). On the other hand, the park has still 
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maintained the section between Dafen and Dashuiku to a passable state (Figure 4.76) in 
order to prevent unauthorized hikers from getting lost or having accidents.  
Figure 4.76: Bunun park rangers and workers fixing a section of the 
Batongguan Transmontane Trail between Dashuiku and Dafen (photo 
taken by the author in 2014) 
In addition to tourists and hikers, scholars of various stripes — like myself — also 
enter the heart of the Batongguan region. They often use the Batongguan Transmontane 
Trail to enter their study areas. Most of the time, unless there is severe damage, they are 
also granted access to closed trails and closed sections. Many scholars conduct research 
around Dafen (e.g., Chen and Cheng 2013; Sung et al. 2014). It is around 40 km away 
from Nan’an and requires three days of hiking to get there and two days of hiking to 
return; it is remote enough to have few human disturbances. The national park built the 
Dafen mountain hut / research station there and equipped it with solar panels that 
generate electricity and heat water, allowing scholars to conduct long-term fieldwork in 
this remote location.  
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CHAPTER FIVE - The Trails and Peoples of the Batongguan Region 
In the previous chapter, I presented the fruits of my field research and archival 
research. I reviewed how the trails in the Batongguan region since the dawn of the 
historical record have been configured, and how they have been used by the people in the 
Batongguan region. In this this chapter, I present two frameworks for understanding the 
trails of the Batongguan region and their users. I demonstrate how a material cultural 
perspective can shed new light on the development of trail networks and a region’s 
history. I shall first discuss how trails can be considered the material representation of 
social relations in the region, then discuss the significance of human movements in the 
landscape.  
Permanent Features of the Landscape 
Several groups of people have occupied or controlled the Batongguan region and 
left their mark on the landscape. Yet, because of the area’s unique geological setting, 
these people have not managed to alter certain features of the landscape. Such features 
have conveniently served as boundaries, in part defining relations between the area’s 
inhabitants or rulers. In some cases, these features have been given meanings or been 
incorporated into ideologies.  
The Central Range, for example, has served as a barrier to human movement. As 
it stretches from the northeast to the southern tip of Taiwan, the range is the island’s 
principal watershed that separates the lowlands in the west from those in the east. Being 
174?
?
?
the spine of the Batongguan region, the range divided the region’s western and eastern 
sections for the people who once inhabited the region. Since the Japanese era, the range 
has served as the boundary for administrative regions in the Batongguan region. Even the 
Bunun, who had adapted to the mountainous environment of the Batongguan region, 
were not able to settle on the Central Range itself. Thus, when the group expanded to the 
eastern section of the Batongguan region, they developed two clusters of settlements that 
were divided by the range; this led to the formation of two somewhat isolated social 
groups (Yap 2016).  
Another unalterable geological feature in the Batongguan region is Yushan. As 
the highest mountain of Taiwan, it bears several names given to it by different groups of 
people. The names given often show how each group incorporated the Batongguan 
landscape into their ideology. The mountain was called “Patunkuonʉ” and considered 
sacred by the Tsou people, who occupied the Yushan Range before the arrival of the 
Bunun. The Bunun also hold Yushan sacred and call it “Saviah,” “Usavih,” “Saveq” or 
“Tongku.” The name “Yushan,” meaning “mountain of jade,” comes from the Chinese. It 
was first used in a record from the late seventeenth century, early in the Qing era of 
western Taiwan. To the West, the mountain was also known as Mt. Morrison. When 
Taiwan became a colony of the Empire of Japan, the mountain was named “Mt. Niitaka,” 
meaning “new highest mountain,” since its peak is higher than Mt. Fuji, the highest 
mountain in mainland Japan (Lin 2012: 10-17).  
175?
?
?
People started to climb Yushan for sport during the Japanese era. On the top of 
the mountain, a simple Shinto shrine was set up in 1906. By 1925, the shrine became a 
concrete structure that was maintained and worshipped at by police officers on a regular 
basis (Figure 5.1). Hikers climbing Mt. Niitaka would worship at the shrine and loudly 
call out “Banzai” (??, literally “ten thousand years,” or essentially “viva”) three times, 
to wish long life to the emperor of Japan (Figure 5.2) (Lin 2012: 57-59; 2008: 51).  
Figure 5.1: The concrete Shinto shrine established on top of Mt. Niitaka in 
1925 (Tseng 2002: 10) 
Figure 5.2: People calling “Banzai” on top of Mt. Niitaka (Yutaka and 
Nakasonem 1924: 25) 
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After China took over Taiwan in 1945, the name “Niitaka” was replaced by 
“Yushan” and the Shinto shrine on top of the mountain was removed. Yushan was first 
climbed after WWII by a group of 10 on New Year’s Day, 1952. As reported in the 
newspapers, these people called out “Wansui” (??, literally “ten thousand years” in 
Mandarin) to wish long life to the Nationalist Chinese leader Chiang Kai-shek in 
celebration of the new regime of Taiwan (Lin 2008: 90-91).  
In 1967, a statue of Yu Youren ??? was erected on top of Yushan (Figure 
5.3). Yu was one of the million government officials who retreated to Taiwan with the 
Nationalist Chinese government in 1949. He lived on the island for 15 years until his 
death and, to his regret, never had the chance to return to mainland China. Before he died, 
he made a wish to be buried on one of Taiwan’s high peaks, so that he could see his 
distant beloved homeland. As a result, the government erected a statue of him facing 
west, toward mainland China. This action can be considered as political propaganda for 
the state. Indeed, with the growth of Taiwanese identity in the 1980s, Taiwanese 
nationalists started to resent the presence of the pro-Chinese propaganda on top of the 
highest mountain of Taiwan. In 1994, Yu’s statue was sabotaged. A group of Taiwanese 
nationalists, who would claim responsibility for the incident in 2007, sawed off the 
statue’s head. A year later, another anonymous group came and removed the statue 
completely. In 1998, the foundation of the statue was replaced with a meter-high rock, 
with an inscription of the mountain’s Chinese name (Figure 5.4) and its elevation (Lin 
2012: 62-67). 
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Figure 5.3: A group of hikers taking a photo with the Yu Youren statue 
(Tseng 2002:105) 
 
Figure 5.4: The inscribed rock at the summit of Yushan (photo provided by 
Chen Hui-xuan) 
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Moving through the Mountain Landscapes of Taiwan 
Some natural features, such as the Central Range or Yushan, cannot be 
substantially altered by people. They serve instead as spatial, political, and social 
boundaries. Other features can be altered so that people can obtain what they desire from 
the landscape. Historical archaeologist James Deetz (1990) points out that such 
manipulations of the landscape, which he refers to as the cultural landscape, are based on 
the cultural rules of the people who have occupied the area; these can be observed and 
explored through archaeology. Indeed, examining the landscape altered by people does 
provide us with information about social relations in the past. In our case, we are dealing 
with the phenomenon diachronically; we are studying a landscape over centuries, during 
which it has been occupied or controlled by different groups of people. In the resulting 
cultural landscape, trails have been particularly important for people traveling through the 
mountains of the Batongguan region; getting around in the mountains of Taiwan can be 
difficult, and without trails nearly impossible.  
Figure 5.5: A ravine (photo taken by the author in 2014) 
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Taiwan’s mountains are characterized by rugged terrain and thick vegetation, a 
combination notoriously hard to travel through, as discussed in Chapter Two. Steep 
slopes can be massive; one can only avoid these by reading maps or by observing them 
from afar. Ravines (Figure 5.5), high waterfalls (Figure 5.6), or small scarps (Figure 5.7) 
can be just as difficult; though impassable, they are often not marked on maps. In 
addition, thick vegetation, such as miscanthus or thorns, cover large areas of the 
mountains of Taiwan. These types of vegetation are extremely hard to pass through but 
difficult to avoid. Such localized, uncharted features complicate the way people move 
through the Taiwanese mountains. They can trap travelers, significantly delay travelers, 
or worse; they can unexpectedly put travelers in dangerous situations. Localized obstacles 
not only go unrecorded on maps, they are also small enough to be hidden behind spurs or 
dense intervening foliage.  
Figure 5.6: A small-scale waterfall that might not be recorded on maps 
(photo taken by the author in 2014) 
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Figure 5.7: A small scarp (photo taken by the author in 2014) 
Considering the difficult conditions of traveling through the mountains of Taiwan, 
there is a significant difference between using a trail and not using one. For example, 
when planning off-trail expeditions for the mountaineering club as a university 
undergraduate, I always estimated that we could only travel three to five kilometers in 
one 10-hour day of hiking. On the other hand, when using an existing trail, we could 
move as fast as three to four kilometers per hour; trails and their related infrastructure 
help travelers bypass or overcome yet unknown obstacles. More importantly, trails are 
guaranteed to lead to water and to shelter, which is a matter of survival in the wilderness. 
In addition to just making travel easier and shortening traveling times, the trails in the 
mountains of Taiwan have given travelers past and present the peace of mind of knowing 
that the trail will lead them to somewhere safe.  
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The Trail as Material Representation of Social Relations 
Trails are as important as “places”; Tilley (2010: 27; 1994) defined a trail as “the 
landscape in between.” The trails in the Batongguan region have provided a relatively 
safe and easy journey for the people who need to move around in it, both in the past and 
in the present. But it is intriguing that their configurations can be quite distinct. From the 
perspective of historical archaeology, when examining how these trails were constructed 
and used, it is clear that the physical attributes of the trails often represent the relations 
between various groups of people in the Batongguan region. In this section, I endeavor to 
untangle the story of the trails of the region from the 400-year record of its human 
landscape. 
The Middle Trail and Qing-Bunun Relations 
As discussed in Chapter Three, previous scholars generally believed that the 
eastern section of the Middle Trail was routed through the north of the Lakulaku River 
Basin to avoid the more densely Bunun-populated area in the south. This would have 
been because the trail’s purpose was to serve as overland transportation for the Chinese to 
settle the eastern lowlands from the west, instead of to gain control over the Bunun 
territory (Chen 1984; Yang and Wang 1989). As the Qing seem to have avoided intruding 
into Bunun territory, these scholars have hinted that the relationship between the Qing 
state and the local Bunun might not have been a collaborative one.  
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Figure 5.8: The Middle Trail came within 2 km of five Bunun settlements in 
the Lakulaku River Basin (map drawn by author) 
However, as presented on the GIS map (Figure 5.8), the Middle Trail came within 
2 km of five Bunun settlements in the Lakulaku River Basin. Since the Bunun tended to 
move around in their landscape for hunting and slash-and-burn agriculture, and seeing as 
the traditional Bunun trail network must have spread both north and south of the 
????????????????????????????????
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Lakulaku River, it is likely that the Middle Trail did bring travelers into contact with 
Bunun people. Thus, the presence of the Middle Trail and the military camps in the 
Lakulaku Basin must have been well-known to the Bunun, which suggests that the 
relationship between the Qing state and the Bunun might have been more nuanced than 
previously thought.  
The construction of the Middle Trail and other contemporary transmontane trails 
at the end of the Qing era (1875-1895) was the Empire’s reaction toward the Japanese 
invasion of southern Taiwan in 1874. Within a year after the invasion, the Chinese 
managed to construct three major trails in the northern, middle, and southern parts of 
Taiwan (Shih 1999). However, it should be noted that the Qing state may not have been 
equipped with comprehensive knowledge about the mountains of Taiwan, and the people 
who lived within them, when these trails were built.  
First, the colonial government of that time had just abolished a policy, which had 
been in place for 152 years, that isolated the indigenous groups in the mountains. During 
that period, the indigenous territories were never under Qing control. Also, Taiwan’s 
mountain areas on maps (Figure 4.20 and Figure 4.21) drawn under Qing rule were 
depicted in the style of Chinese landscape paintings, suggesting that the Qing state never 
conducted proper surveys of these areas. In addition, the fact that most of the eight 
transmontane trails constructed in the late Qing era ended up being abandoned within just 
a few years of their construction, mostly due to “indigenous disturbances” (Shih 1999:91-
94), suggests that a lack of comprehensive knowledge led the Qing state to underestimate 
the cost of maintaining these mountain trails.  
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Nevertheless, a careful examination of trail configuration and historical accounts 
yields clues about how the Qing, with their lack of knowledge of the Batongguan region 
landscape, constructed their Middle Trail through the area. The Bunun might have played 
a more active role in the construction of the Middle Trail than has previously been 
thought. Even though Qing state authority did not reach the Batongguan region, 
“interpreters” (tongshi ??) of either Chinese or lowland indigenous stock — who may 
have functioned as merchants, and may or may not have had official backing — had 
entered the region and established regular contact with the Bunun. According to a 
Japanese report, as of 1896, an interpreter residing in a Bunun settlement in the 
Batongguan region was mentioned (Tseng 2002: 174-77). That the Middle Trail could be 
finished within a year and without being threatened by the Bunun was very likely due to 
the help of these interpreters.  
Moreover, it is possible that the Bunun might have played an active role in 
determining the route of the Middle Trail. According to the historical accounts, the 
Middle Trail was finished within one year. When construction work, progressing from 
west to east, reached the Batongguan region at Tonpo (Dongpu), the team split in two. 
One group forged on straight ahead, while the other went around to eastern Taiwan and 
started constructing the trail from that side. Given that the Qing state did not conduct 
surveys using modern techniques, it would have been impossible to connect the two 
construction efforts without the aid of the Bunun and their knowledge of the landscape. 
In addition, when surveying the Middle Trail, I noticed that the Middle Trail was similar 
to the Bunun trails in its approach to the terrain — especially in the eastern section, with 
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dramatic ascents and descents up and down slopes. Thus, it could be possible that at least 
some sections of the Middle Trail were plotted by the Bunun. If so, the portion of the 
Middle Trail within the Batongguan region can be considered to be the product of Bunun 
trail logic reinforced with Chinese infrastructural technology. The construction of the 
Middle Trail, especially the part in the Batongguan region — the roof of Taiwan — could 
have greatly relied on the Bunun, despite this not being mentioned in the official archives 
(Shih 1999). Such collaboration would tell us a lot about the Qing-Bunun relations of that 
time.  
Qing-Bunun relations seem to have been amicable during the building of the 
Middle Trail — the Bunun were a fiercely territorial people who would hardly have 
otherwise tolerated the construction of a trail across their lands by foreigners — although 
maintaining good relations with the Bunun does not seem to have been a priority for the 
Qing state. Two and a half years after the completion of the Middle Trail, an official 
archival report (Shih 1999: 90-93) noted that the trail had not been impacted by the local 
indigenous group, either during construction or after. This was not the case with the other 
transmontane trails, and it suggests that the collaborative relationship between the Qing 
and the Bunun, intermediated by Chinese or lowland indigenous interpreters and 
beginning with the construction of the trail, had continued until the Middle Trail was 
abandoned two and a half years later. However, when the Middle Trail was destroyed by 
a natural disaster in 1877, the Qing government did not repair it. The decision to abandon 
the trail suggests that the Qing were not proactive about cultivating relations with the 
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Bunun; this is consistent with the idea that the Qing state built the transmontane trails for 
show.  
The Evolution of the Japanese Trail System and the Changing Social Contexts in the 
Region 
Our examination of the evolution of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail — later 
Batongguan Transmontane Trail — encourages discussion of how evolving trail 
configurations can represent the changing social relations and social contexts in a region. 
For example, the construction of the Japanese trail system was, in part, a reaction to a 
breakdown in their control of the Bunun. The Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and its four 
branch lines were constructed by the Empire of Japan in the early 1920s. At that time, 
there had been a high number of conflicts between the Japanese would-be conquerors and 
the resisting Bunun. Indeed, the Bunun of the Lakulaku River Basin had risen up and 
flushed Japanese state power out of the Lakulaku Basin in 1915 (Lin [2005] 2015: 16-21; 
2001; Lin and Wang 2007). Thus, the construction of a trail crosscutting Bunun country 
shows the Japanese state’s determination to gain total control over the Batongguan 
region.  
Many properties of the Japanese trail system that I have mentioned, such as the 
width of trail beds, the adherence to the contour lines of the terrain, and the supporting 
structures, were set up to meet the requirement of transporting fighting men and war gear. 
The construction of four branch lines reaching into the heart of the Batongguan region — 
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and the police outposts along the trails — was to facilitate the monitoring of Bunun 
settlements.  
Figure 5.9: The viewshed of the Japanese trail system and police outposts 
(map drawn by the author) 
The viewshed generated by the GIS (Figure 5.9) shows that the Japanese trails 
and police outposts in the eastern section of the Batongguan region managed to cover all 
?????????????????????????
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Viewshade of Police Outpost and the Japanese Trail
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the Bunun settlements in the region. Moreover, the Wabano police outpost, located at a 
strategic vantage point over the Lakulaku River Basin, was equipped with artillery that 
could cover a large range of the area (Figure 4.42); such heavy weapons could certainly 
have been used to intimidate the locals.  
When relations between the Japanese and the Bunun changed, the trails also 
changed. By the early 1930s, the conflicts between the Japanese and the Bunun had 
ceased. The state began to relocate the Bunun and close many indigenous-related 
facilities and schools in the mid-1930s. In the late 1930s, the four branch lines and the 
police outposts there were closed (Lin [2005] 2015: 24-27). By the late 1930s, all the 
Bunun in the Batongguan region had been moved to the foothills. In the same period, 
while police outposts and related facilities were being shut down, the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail began to be used as a hiking trail to access Mt. Niitaka (Yushan); a 
mountain house was set up to accommodate hikers at the Hatsukan police outpost, and a 
hiking trail to Mt. Niitaka from Batongguan Meadows was developed ("Nītaka tozan 
dōro kaisaku-tai samuke ni osowaharu" 1924). Nevertheless, with the massive costs 
associated with Japan’s involvement in WWII, maintenance of the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail and its branches was no longer considered affordable to the Japanese 
government; by 1944, the trail system and its facilities had been completely abandoned.  
By careful examination of the development of the Japanese trail system between 
1920 and 1944, it can be observed that throughout the 1920s — while relations between 
the Japanese and the Bunun remained hostile — the trails remained as they were when 
built. Once Bunun resistance abated, however, the police outposts and branch lines were 
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phased out in stages. The trail system and its facilities steadily diminished, with only the 
hiking trail between Mt. Niitaka and Batongguan Meadows (with its mountain house) 
bucking the trend.  
A most drastic change in terms of the social context in the Batongguan region was 
the relocation of the Bunun. From the late 1930s to the end of the WWII, the only 
inhabitants in the area were the residents of the police outposts. The branch trails shut 
down one by one; the entire trail system was completely abandoned in 1944. Despite 
slowly losing its branches, the main transmontane trail did not change in the years from 
its establishment to its official abandonment (1920-1944).  
The Batongguan region experienced another significant change of social context 
after WWII. Following the Japanese withdrawal from the area, there have been no 
permanent residents there. Even though the Chinese state took over after WWII, they 
were quite passive in managing the area until the establishment of Yushan National Park 
in 1985. Since 1950, when mountaineering activities began to be popular again in 
Taiwan, the Batongguan region and the Pattonkan-Batongguan Transmontane Trail have 
been mainly accessed by hikers. These hikers come from across Taiwan and have various 
social backgrounds. However, they do share the same interest: hiking the mountains of 
Taiwan. Before the Batongguan region was managed by the national park, the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail was “maintained” by these hikers. By “maintained,” I mean that 
regular use of the trail kept it in decent shape, especially on the west side of the 
Batongguan region. As more hikers have climbed the mountains in the western section of 
the area, especially with the growth of interest in the Hundred Great Peaks in the 1970s, 
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the western section of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail was in better shape than its 
eastern section. Also, because of the popularity of the Hundred Great Peaks, new hiking 
trails in the region that connected to the transmontane trail were developed by hikers 
(Figure 4.54).  
The establishment of Yushan National Park in 1985 marked another change of 
social context in our study area, as the state once again began to take an active role in 
local affairs. As a result, the Pattonkan-Batongguan Transmontane Trail was refurbished 
in the years leading up to 2005. Old hanging bridges were replaced with new ones, 
mountain houses were built, and some eroded sections of the trail were repaired or 
bypassed using detours. Since 1985, parts of the trail have been maintained by the park 
on a regular basis. Because of the national park’s efforts to renovate and maintain the 
transmontane trail, the trail now helps draw thousands of people a year to visit or hike in 
the Batongguan region.  
Thus, the Batongguan region has experienced two major changes in terms of 
social context since WWII. After the Japanese withdrew from Taiwan, there was a period 
of time in which the state did not actively engage with the Batongguan region. During 
that period, the evolution of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail depended on how it was 
used by hikers; this left the western and eastern sections of the trail in different physical 
conditions. Given that the western section of the trail was more frequently used by hikers, 
it was in better shape and more accessible. On the other hand, many parts of the eastern 
section of the trail, less frequently used, kept eroding and became covered with thick 
vegetation.  
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The establishment of Yushan National Park in 1985 was another significant 
change of social context in the Batongguan region. This was followed by a shift in the 
configuration of the Pattonkan-Batongguan Transmontane Trail — the renovations 
concluding in 2005. For example, the two major detours in the national park trail — the 
Duomeili-Dafen detour in the east (Figure 4.57) and the Guangao-Batongguan Meadows 
detour in the west (Figure 4.59) — show that the national park rejects the Japanese 
construction method, in which trails follow contour lines without avoiding 
topographically unstable zones. This attitude shows that, within a different social context, 
the national park seeks for a more economical way to reconstruct and maintain the trail, 
instead of using a more direct and costly way that may be more efficient for military or 
police operations.  
In addition to the two major detours, the trail now also has numerous minor 
detours. As mentioned, these detours replaced damaged sections of trail caused by natural 
disasters within the Batongguan region; the national park decided not to restore these 
sections of the trail to their original states, as natural disasters like typhoons and 
earthquakes occur several times a year. If the national park retains this attitude toward 
trail maintenance, it can be foreseen that the number of minor detours will increase over 
time.  
Thus, the Batongguan region experienced several changes of social context. Each 
of these changes was followed by changes in the configuration of the modern trail system 
in the Batongguan region. Some changes were minor, such as decreasing numbers of 
police outposts; some were major, such as the abandonment of branch lines, or the 
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eventual wholesale abandonment of the entire trail system. If we examine the life history 
of the trails of the Batongguan region from a more general perspective, it can be observed 
that the transmontane trail was at its most stable during the Japanese era. It was purposely 
maintained in its original state throughout much of this time. Since WWII, the 
configuration of the trail has been more fluid. The difference between the two eras 
reflects the two divergent eras of social relations and social contexts in the Batongguan 
region. 
Understanding the Traditional Bunun Trails through Social Relations 
I have explained how the configuration of official and recreational trail systems in 
the Batongguan region can be tied to or correlated to the social relations and social 
contexts in the region. In this section, I explain how information about social relations, 
which I can learn from ethnologies or historical accounts, could help me to infer aspects 
of the configuration of the traditional Bunun trails.  
The Bunun, through their migrations, once occupied a large swathe of the 
mountains of Taiwan. After settling north of Saviah (Yushan) and west of the Central 
Range in the seventeenth century, the need for new lands drove them to expand eastward 
to the Lakulaku River Basin and then southward beyond it. These kinds of movements 
were normally organized by a clan or other social organization. When a group of Bunun 
settled in a place for a period of time, population growth would drive the group to acquire 
more land for slash-and-burn agriculture and hunting. Thus, some of the sub-clans or 
families in the group would search for a new place to settle (Mabuchi [1953] 2014). 
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When they found and settled in a new place, they retained their relationships with the 
people in the old settlement. With this in mind, it is reasonable to infer that a trail would 
be built to connect the new and old settlements. Indeed, it can be suggested that the 
spread of the Bunun population since the seventeenth century included both an expansion 
of the existing social networks and also of the trail network.  
A lack of physical evidence — caused by nearly a century of neglect — has 
prevented us from inferring the configuration of the traditional Bunun trail network in its 
original state. Nevertheless, since the Bunun trail network might have correlated with 
contemporary social relations, the examination of the social relations in which the Bunun 
were involved might help us learn more about the configuration of the traditional Bunun 
trails. 
Fortunately, ethnologies may provide us with adequate data for such an inquiry. 
In 1931, a survey was conducted by the Police Bureau of the Office of the Governor-
General, Department of Savage Governance (Taiwan sōtokuhu keimukyoku ribanka ??
?????????). The police officers went to 526 indigenous settlements and 
documented a series of attributes about these settlements, including their locations, 
climate, population, history, and their relations with other settlements. The information 
gathered by these police officers was collated and published (Taiwanese Government-
General police bureau's aboriginal [1931]2011). Among all the information provided by 
the survey, most useful for us is the information regarding “relations with other 
settlements.” Take for example Asang Daingaz, one of the earliest Bunun settlements in 
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the Lakulaku River Basin. The report shows that they had relations with the Tacuki, 
Talumu, and Ciu settlements (Taiwanese Government-General police bureau's aboriginal 
[1931]2011: 488). Sociologist Yap Ko-Hua ??? (2016), used social network analysis 
software to analyze this information, then visually presented the web of relations among 
Bunun settlements as recorded in 1931 (Figure 5.10). Yap identified three divisions of 
settlements; settlements in each division had closer relations within their division than 
with settlements in other divisions.  
Figure 5.10: The web of relations between Bunun settlements in 1931 (Yap 
2016:134, translated and enhanced by the author) 
Division A is composed of the settlements located in the western section of the 
Batongguan region, administered by Taichū ?? Prefecture in the latter half of the 
Japanese era. Division B is composed of the settlements located in the eastern section of 
the Batongguan region — the Lakulaku River Basin — administered by Karenkō ??? 
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Prefecture. The final division, C, is composed of the settlements located outside of the 
eastern section of the Batongguan region to the south, mostly administered by Taitō ?? 
and Takao ?? Prefectures (Yap 2016: 129-37). The geographical distribution of these 
three divisions of settlements seems to be correlated to the three stages of Bunun 
expansion as defined by Mabuchi ([1953] 2014: 125-55), which I reviewed in previous 
sections and in Chapter Two.  
By observing the visually schematized web of settlements (Figure 5.10), Yap 
points out that the settlements in Division A and Division C seem to have very strong 
relationships among themselves, while the settlements in Division B have relatively weak 
relationships among themselves. In addition, Division A and Division C do not appear to 
have been directly connected with each other. Thus, Division B served as the connecting 
intermediary that linked the other two divisions. Among the settlements in Division B, 
Tahun (Dafen), Nanatuk, Talunas, and Masisan were the hub settlements that connected 
A in the west with C in the south (Yap 2016: 129-37).  
Judging from the distribution of Bunun settlements, the traditional Bunun trails 
were more likely to have been a web as opposed to linear in form. With a lack of physical 
evidence, however, it is hard for us to picture this web with certainty. Now, with the 
information provided by ethnologies and Ko-Hua Yap’s analysis, it can be suggested that 
the traditional Bunun trail system circa 1930 may not have been a big system that equally 
connected every Bunun settlement to each other. Instead, it is more likely to have been 
three major networks, respectively located in the western section of the Batongguan 
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region, the eastern section of the Batongguan region, and the area south of the eastern 
section of the Batongguan region. The trail network in the Lakulaku River Basin served 
as a corridor, connecting the other trail systems west and south of it. As for the four hub 
settlements identified by Yap — Tahun, Nanatuk, Talunas, and Masisan — these might 
have served as import linkage points for the whole traditional Bunun trail system (Yap 
2016: 134-35). If so, the modern Japanese trail system built in the 1920s, with a police 
outpost near Tahun on the eastern section of the transmontane trail and two police 
outposts near Talunas and Masisan on the Masisan branch line, might have obstructed the 
part of the traditional Bunun trail system that was used to connect the Lakulaku River 
Basin with Bunun settlements to the east and south (Figure 4.37).   
The Significance of Human Movement 
In the previous sections, I have discussed trail configurations as reflecting social 
relations in the Batongguan region. In this section, I discuss human movement in the 
Batongguan landscape, past and present.  
Mobility and Trail Configurations 
Trails have provided people with relatively safe and efficient ways to move 
around in the Batongguan region. Naturally, their characteristics have significant 
influence on human mobility, especially given the difficult mountain environment. Take 
the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail, for example; during the Japanese era, it only took five 
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days to travel from the trail’s western terminus to its eastern one (Yutaka and Nakasonem 
1924). Today, hiking from the Batongguan Transmontane Trail’s western terminus to its 
eastern terminus requires seven or eight days in spite of the trail ending at Nan’an instead 
of Yuli. Such a big difference in travel times is due to significant changes in the 
transmontane trail between the late Japanese era and now. 
While large-scale changes in trail characteristics obviously affect travel times, 
minor or temporary changes can also affect mobility to some degree. For example, the 
Xinkang Hiking Route — which adopted parts of the Pattonkan-Batongguan 
Transmontane Trail — starts from Xiangyang in the west and heads eastward to Mt. 
Xinkang. After reaching Mt. Xinkang, the route turns north to connect to the 
transmontane trail, using the section between Baoyai and Nan’an to descend to the 
lowlands (Figure 4.74). However, following Typhoon Morakot, the Batongguan 
Transmontane Trail has generally been closed between Baoyai and Walami. When that 
section has been closed, hikers have had to return to Xiangyang after climbing Mt. 
Xinkang, which requires more time and a lot more effort.  
It is understandable that the configuration of a trail can influence human mobility, 
especially given the crucial role trails play in human travel in the mountains of Taiwan. 
However, when examining the evolution of the trails of the Batongguan region, I notice 
that the human mobility can also, conversely, affect the configuration of trails. Between 
1950 and 1985, Yushan National Park had not yet formed, and the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail was not regularly maintained by the state. The condition of the trail 
basically depended on how often it was used by travelers — since, if a trail is not used, 
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vegetation grows back and the earth loosens on the surface of the trail. From 1950 to 
1985, since hikers more frequently used the western section of the transmontane trail than 
the eastern section, the characteristics of the two sections diverged: up until 1985, the 
western section of the trail was in drastically better condition than the eastern section. 
While the western section is generally in better condition than the eastern section as a 
practical matter even today, the difference was much greater before 1985. 
The influence of human movement on trail conditions can also be seen on the 
Xinkang Hiking Route. When the Baoyai to Nan’an section (Figure 4.74) of the 
transmontane trail is closed or partly closed, hikers are supposed to return to Xiangyang 
after climbing Mt. Xinkang. However, some hikers still access the closed section without 
permission, because they want an easier outlet from the mountain. Similarly, even though 
the section between Dashuiku and Dafen (Figure 4.74) has been closed since 2009, some 
hikers still access the section so that they can hike the whole Batongguan Transmontane 
Trail (e.g., Lingyangdui 2018). The persistence of hikers eventually forces the national 
park to repair and minimally maintain closed sections of the Batongguan Transmontane 
Trail in a bid to spare trespassers from having accidents or getting lost in the difficult 
mountain environment; it has also led to the occasional reopening of the section between 
Baoyai and Walami. On a limited basis, hikers have been able to force the state to keep 
trails in usable condition.  
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Meaningful Movement  
We have seen examples confirming that human movement is not just passively 
influenced by trail characteristics. Instead, the influence is reciprocal. Human movement 
should be considered a subject worthy of its own exploration and discussed accordingly, 
as geographer Tim Cresswell (2010: 160) suggested. One of the aspects of this subject 
which I discuss in this section is the meaningfulness of movement, in addition to 
“practical” reasons for moving from point A to point B.   
For example, for the modern-day Bunun, moving around in their traditional 
landscape means more than just hunting, or working, or visiting their ancestral lands. 
Some Bunun traditional knowledge can only be learned when traveling in the mountains. 
When a group of Bunun uses their trails, whatever the reason, the elders seize the chance 
to teach the younger generation about the landscape. They tell stories about the resource-
rich and important places in the area. They teach the young ones how to navigate in the 
mountains the Bunun way. Whenever camp has been set up, the young people learn the 
way to survive in the mountains like their ancestors did by practicing camp duties. After 
dinner, everyone in the group sits by the fire and the elders tell stories about the 
landscape they passed through during the day.  
In the present day and possibly in the past as well, Bunun movement through the 
landscape — with its attendant lore and practices — has been an important medium for 
passing on traditional knowledge about Bunun country; it is fundamental to their culture. 
Such meaningfulness of movement was also stressed by Salizan Takisvilainan (2013: 
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116-17) in telling the story about how the Bunun in the past and present reach their 
homeland in the heart of the Batongguan region, in his poem “Go Over Mountains Back 
to Masisan.” He delicately describes the efforts of the Bunun passing through various 
terrains and places before reaching Masisan. 
Mobility Stressed: Manifest Domination 
For the Bunun, moving through the traditional landscape is embedded with 
cultural meanings. For outsiders such as the Chinese and the Japanese, in addition to 
predominantly economic or administrative concerns, controlling mobility in the 
Batongguan region has been most meaningful for their monopolies on power in the 
region.  
From 1875, the Qing Empire built transmontane trails — including the Middle 
Trail through the Batongguan region — as a reaction to Japan’s ambitions. The stated 
purpose of these trails was to gain control over the indigenous territories and move 
Chinese settlers to eastern Taiwan. From 1874 to the end of their rule in 1895, the Qing 
Chinese completed eight transmontane trails and had begun five more (Shih 1999: 94). 
However, when compared to their determination to building transmontane trails, 
demonstrated by the number of trails and quickness of execution, the Qing state seemed 
less eager to keep the trails functioning. As Shih (1999: 91-94) points out, between 1877 
and the end of Qing rule in 1895, overland transportation between western and eastern 
Taiwan mainly depended on one trail at the southern tip of the island; most of the 
transmontane routes had failed due to “indigenous disturbance.” The Middle Trail was 
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damaged by heavy rain six months after its completion in 1875, and was never repaired 
(Shih 1999: 89-93).  
For the Qing, building trails in Bunun country or other indigenous groups’ 
territories was not equivalent to having control over the region’s population. Most of 
these trails failed, including the Middle Trail that was only functioning for around six 
months. Yet, the Middle Trail’s immediate failure did not stop the Qing from building 
more transmontane trails to share the same fate. Also, the route of the Middle Trail, 
although not used since 1876, was still depicted in official 1878 (Figure 4.22) and 1880 
(Figure 4.23) maps of Taiwan; that the trail existed was more important than it actually 
being functional. It can be inferred that the Middle Trail, and possibly the other 
transmontane trails as well, was not necessarily built for transport, but more like a gesture 
for claiming jurisdiction over the indigenous territories as a display for the benefit of 
ambitious foreign powers.  
For the Empire of Japan, building a trail system in the Batongguan region was for 
military purposes. Indeed, the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and its branch lines were the 
foundation of their monopoly on power in the region; they helped the colonizer to 
successfully control the area, and eventually enabled the general public to access the 
region. In the mid-1920s, people started to use the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail to 
climb Mt. Niitaka (Yushan). Beginning in 1926, there were many cases of schoolgirls 
climbing the highest peaks of Taiwan (including Mt. Niitaka), which attracted public 
attention at that time. The trips were often photographed or filmed by news crews and 
displayed to the public (Lin 2006: 210-313).  
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The Taihoku Prefecture Third Girls' High School hiking expedition up Mt. 
Niitaka mentioned earlier was accompanied by two news crewmen; the teachers helped 
“direct” perfect shots of the party (Figure 4.41) (Tseng 2002: 171-73). Such carefully 
planned photos or films about the young female students climbing the high mountains in 
indigenous territories may not only have served to record and present the girl’s hiking 
activities, but also to serve as propaganda showing the state’s ability to contain the 
indigenous peoples (Lin 2006: 258-65).  
Both the Qing and Japanese Empires constructed trails in the Batongguan region. 
They differed vastly in terms of degree of monopoly of power over the Batongguan 
region, but both states used mobility to represent their domination of the area. The Qing 
did not control any indigenous territories of Taiwan during their rule, yet they still 
constructed trails in Bunun country and in other indigenous areas, demonstrating their 
ability to move settlers through these areas for the sake of claiming jurisdiction over these 
regions. On the other hand, the Japanese did manage to monopolize power over the 
Batongguan region after constructing a trail system. In addition to emphasizing their 
military success in the area, the Japanese also flaunted their control over the once-hostile 
region by having high school girls hike through it.  
Control over Mobility as Instrument of Colonization 
I have illustrated how the Qing and Japan regarded their or their subjects’ 
mobility in the Batongguan region as proof or validation of their domination of the 
indigenous territories. It is true that would-be colonizers must have mobility in their 
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intended colony. Yet, based on my observations from this study, the colonizer’s ability to 
control or manipulate the mobility of the colonized is even more crucial to their success.  
The traditional Bunun trail system represented the Bunun social web. Thus, 
moving around the landscape using these trails must have helped the Bunun maintain or 
enforce relations among clans and social groups. Even when Qing power officially 
arrived in the Batongguan region around 1875 in the form of a project to build a trail 
crosscutting the region, the Qing Chinese might not have a strong impact on the Bunun 
mobility in the region. The Qing Chinese were not familiar with the Batongguan region; 
construction of the trail could have only been possible because of assistance from the 
locals. As the two groups must have been in a collaborative relationship, it seems to be 
more likely that the Bunun “allowed” the Chinese, including the civilians and military 
personnel, to move through and around the Batongguan region.  
On the other hand, when the Japanese built their trail system in the Batongguan 
region in the early 1920s, they were determined to control the area by restricting Bunun 
mobility. The Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and its branch lines reached three of the four 
key settlements that possibly served as hubs of the Bunun social network in that era, as 
indicated by Yap (2016). As police outposts were located at intervals along the trail and 
near the Bunun settlements, the locals’ movements within or beyond the Lakulaku Basin 
were monitored. Thus, the Japanese successfully disrupted the connection between the 
Bunun in the Lakulaku Basin and the defiant Bunun in the south, which weakened Bunun 
resistance overall. Ultimately, the Japanese managed to extinguish Bunun mobility in the 
Batongguan region by relocating the Bunun to the foothills.  
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Mobility and Restriction  
Even though the Bunun had a trail network that extended throughout and beyond 
the Batongguan region, any one Bunun individual was not likely to ever make use of the 
entire trail system. Bunun country was divided by clan, sub-clan, and other social groups. 
A Bunun person could only access the area associated with his or her social group. 
Individual Bunun mobility was thus defined and restricted by social relationships.  
The example of Japanese governance in the Batongguan region demonstrates that 
by constructing trails in colonized regions, the colonizer not only can transport people 
and resources to the area but also can monitor or restrict the movement of the colonized, 
perhaps dissolving the network of social relations that had originally existed. As I have 
established, both mobility and the ability to restrict the mobility of others is a sign of 
dominance in a region. Yet, it should also be noted that the mobility of the dominant 
group may also be more or less restricted.  
As for the Japanese, while their trail system granted them access to the heart of 
the Batongguan region and helped them gain a military monopoly over the Batongguan 
region, it also ironically indirectly helped restrict their movement. For the police officers 
and their families, the Japanese trail system made it possible and viable for them to enter 
and survive in the unfamiliar landscape, but it still granted them only the most limited of 
mobility in practical terms. Stepping off the Japanese trail system was hardly an option, 
due to the threat of violence or the danger of getting lost. The non-residents who wanted 
to access the Batongguan region were also restricted because of the modern trail system 
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and its facilities. For example, hiking in the indigenous territories was quite popular 
during the late 1930s; in the summer of 1938, there were around 15 teams scheduled to 
climb Mt. Niitaka via the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail. However, those individuals 
were only allowed to enter the indigenous territories on the condition of having obtained 
a “permit for entering the savage lands” (nyūban kyokashō ?????) from the 
prefectural government. Permits could be canceled if the area came under threat of 
indigenous attack or harsh weather. And the police outposts served as checkpoints for 
enforcing the permit requirement ("Tozanki mae no Nitaka" 1927).  
Traversing One’s Traditional Territory as a Way to Reclaim It 
At the beginning of this Chapter Four, I sampled Salizan Takisvilainan’s poem 
“Go Over Mountains Back to Masisan” (Takisvilainan Islituan 2013: 116-17). In this 
poem, Salizan stresses the effort the ancestors made to move to a new land. That effort 
allowed the Bunun to expand and obtain a larger territory in the highest area of Taiwan. 
He also stresses the effort of the descendants to move to the old land. I have described 
how movement in the mountains can be considered an important cultural practice for the 
modern-day Bunun. In this section, I examine how the recent movement of Bunun in the 
Luye ?? and Lakulaku River Basin has been given additional meaning as support for 
territorial claims.  
When the Qing Empire ruled western Taiwan, they did not contest Bunun 
possession of Bunun country. Indeed, it was Qing policy to spatially segregate the 
Chinese in western Taiwan from the indigenous peoples Back of the Mountains and in 
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the mountains; this minimized even unofficial Chinese intrusions into Bunun country. 
However, when the Japanese took over Taiwan, they quickly decided that the majority of 
the indigenous territories in the mountains and in the east should be nationalized. 
Ultimately, through relocation, the Bunun lost the territories where they used to hunt, 
practice slash-and-burn agriculture, and carry out other social and cultural practices; they 
were only left with some lands in the foothills on which to reside and practice sedentary 
cultivation.  
When the Republic of China took over Taiwan from the Empire of Japan, they 
followed the Japanese policy; the majority of the lands previously possessed or used by 
the indigenous groups in the mountains and in the east remained nationalized. The lands 
that the Japanese had reserved for the indigenous people to live on and farm were 
renamed “Reserved Mountain Lands” (Shandi baoliudi ?????) — later “Lands 
Reserved for Mountain Compatriots” (Shanbao baoliudi), and eventually “Indigenous 
Reserved Lands” (Yuanzhumin baoliudi ??????). The Indigenous Reserved Lands 
of today are lower in altitude on average, more scattered, and much smaller in total area 
compared with the 1.8 million hectares that the indigenous people used to possess (Kuan 
2014).  
In the 1980s, Taiwan experienced a political transformation. A huge number of 
social movements, including indigenous rights movements, were born during this time. In 
1988, 1989, and 1993, there was a series of three “Give Back My Lands” (huan wo tudi 
????) protests carried out by the indigenous people. The first two protests focused 
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on the right to better utilize the Indigenous Reserved Lands, while the third one aimed to 
reclaim traditional territories beyond the Indigenous Reserved Lands. The state did 
respond to these demands. In 2000, President Chen Shuibian ??? announced a “New 
Partnership Between the Indigenous Peoples and the Government of Taiwan” (Yuanzhu 
minzu han Taiwan zhengfu xin de huoban guanxi ???????????????). 
One of the elements of this new partnership was to reinstate the indigenous peoples’ 
traditional territories. As part of this effort, between 2002 and 2007, the Council of 
Indigenous Peoples (Yuanzhu minzu weiyuanhui ???????, a governmental body) 
launched a series of surveys of the traditional territories of the indigenous groups in 
Taiwan. However, there has been little progress since then (Kuan 2014).  
Against such a political backdrop, a long-term roots-seeking program was 
launched by the Bunun of Taoyuan ?? Village, Yanping ?? Township, Taidong 
County. In most cases, roots-seeking activities are family-specific or socially tight-knit 
private events, not open to outsiders. However, the Laipunuk roots-seeking program, first 
organized by the Bunun Cultural and Educational Foundation in 2002, has been open to 
the public and the media. In 2005, the program was handed off to the Takishusungan 
clan, who have run it every year since then (Liu 2017: 70-85). 
Laipunuk (Mandarin Neibenlu ???) is an area of the Luye River Basin located 
where Taidong County, Pingdong County, and Kaohsiung City converge, south of the 
Lakulaku River Basin. The Bunun of Laipunuk had moved there from the Tahun area of 
the Lakulaku River Basin around 1872 (Liu 2017: 42-63). This was part of the third stage 
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of the Bunun expansion as defined by Mabuchi ([1953] 2014: 125-55) — southward 
migration from the Lakulaku River Basin. Within 50 years of settling in Laipunuk, the 
Bunun had developed 19 settlements there. In 1941, the Bunun of Laipunuk were 
relocated to the foothills by the Japanese regime. Some of them, including the 
Takishusungan family, were resettled in what is today the village of Taoyuan (Liu 2017: 
42-63). 
The Bunun of Taoyuan started a series of roots-seeking expeditions to their 
ancestral land in 2002. They made a flag for the trip on which read “?????” 
(Neibenlu yuannian, Figure 5.11), meaning “first year of the Laipunuk regime.” Such a 
statement shows that this roots-seeking trip was not only to visit the ancestral land but 
was also loaded with political purpose — to reclaim the long-lost traditional territory (Liu 
2017: 64-84).  
In the first few years of the Laipunuk roots-seeking program, the teams aimed to 
survey the abandoned settlements of the region. In 2004, the Takishusungan family — 
who had been participating in the roots-seeking trips — decided to rebuild a slate house 
previously owned by their ancestors in the region. Construction started in 2007; since 
then, many non-Bunun have participated in the roots-seeking trips as well as in rebuilding 
the old house (Liu 2017: 106-29).  
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Figure 5.11: The flag for the Laipunuk roots-seeking expedition (photo 
token by the author in 2017) 
Liu Man-yi ??? — a non-Bunun volunteer who has been intensively involved 
with the Takishusungan family’s roots-seeking trips since 2007 (Liu 2017) — has noted 
that the expeditions tend to take a lot of time to “travel” to the old house in Laipunuk. 
Participants include people of different ages, genders, and hiking skills, some as young as 
10; the pace cannot be too fast. During the journey, many places passed have their own 
stories, and the elders spend some time to tell these to the younger generation (personal 
communication, Liu Man-yi 2007). As the time needed for traveling to, and returning 
from, the old house can be as long as two weeks round-trip, an expedition can sometimes 
take a month.  
Even though traveling to Laipunuk is extremely difficult, in terms of time and 
resources invested, the Bunun of Taoyuan have managed to conduct roots-seeking 
expeditions for 17 consecutive years and counting. In 2016, to commemorate the 15th 
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Laipunuk roots-seeking trip, the Takishusungan family held a special exhibition at 
Taidong University where they told the story of Laipunuk. The curator, Katu, said to the 
press that the roots-seeking trip was a way to prepare themselves to reclaim their 
traditional territory in the future (Li 2016).  
The descendants of the Bunun relocated from the Lakulaku area in the 1930s have 
also recently used roots-seeking expeditions as a way to reclaim their traditional lands. 
Bunun from the Zhuoxi area, including Haisul and Salizan, have completed numerous 
roots-seeking expeditions. Most of these expeditions were private events, not open to 
outsiders. However, in April 2015, an official roots-seeking trip to the Tahun area was 
launched by Zhuoxi Township to commemorate the hundredth anniversary of the 
Lakulaku River Bunun uprising of 1915. The trip was led by Haisul; Salizan also 
participated. Even though this trip was organized by a governmental body — Zhuoxi 
Township — the major supporters of the event, the mayor of the township, and the 
participants of the trip were all Bunun with roots in the Lakulaku River Basin. As such, 
the event can be considered to have been by and for the Bunun. Unlike most private 
roots-seeking expeditions, instead of using the old Bunun trails, the team reached Dafen 
— in the heart of Bunun country — using just the Batongguan Transmontane Trail (Hua 
2017).  
The group took three days to arrive at the Dafen mountain house. From there, they 
visited abandoned settlements in the region and practiced traditional ceremonial rites. As 
the trip was accompanied by reporters, the Dafen roots-seeking expedition was reported 
on by multiple media outlets. In one interview, the mayor of Zhuoxi Township, Lü 
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Bixian???, who is Bunun, said to the press that an official Zhuoxi roots-seeking 
expedition would be held every April during the annual Malahodaigian (“shooting of deer 
ears”) Festival. He stated that it was how they the Bunun would defend their right to their 
traditional lands (Hua 2017).  
In addition to roots-seeking expeditions, Zhuoxi Township organized a 
Batongguan Transmontane Trail expedition in February 2017. The expedition was 
composed of reporters, Yushan National Park staff, and local Bunun, including Salizan 
and many of my other Bunun friends who are quite familiar with the trail. The aims of the 
expedition were to examine the trail for typhoon damage and to find a proper location to 
set up a monument to commemorate the Bunun who lost their lives in the anti-colonial 
struggle during the Japanese era. The expedition started from Nan’an, in Zhuoxi 
Township, and proceeded toward the western terminus of the trail at Dongpu. Traversing 
the Batongguan Transmontane Trail east to west requires more time and effort than 
proceeding from west to east. As some parts of the trail had been recently damaged by a 
typhoon, the team had to overcome many obstacles along the way. They managed to 
finish the journey in 10 days. The effort was recorded using video cameras, and clips of 
the journey were later screened in Taipei (Hua 2017).  
As the Republic of China government has made little progress in reinstating the 
indigenous traditional territories, different indigenous groups or individual tribes have 
implemented their own measures. Through tribal council meetings, some tribes have 
autonomously determined their traditional territories, regardless of the state’s findings or 
dicta (e.g., Zhang 2019). These have generally been near where each tribe is currently 
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based. As for the Bunun of Yanping ?? and Zhuoxi Townships, their traditional lands 
lie far from their current living areas. They have thus used movement to and around their 
traditional lands as demonstrations of sovereignty. This is not just normal hiking, 
although anyone in decent shape could physically replicate these expeditions. Rather, the 
Bunun have developed a form of movement in the mountain landscape that is both 
“regular” and “meaningful to the public eye.” They have revived an activity that had been 
halted for decades after they were resettled far from their traditional lands: roots-seeking.  
In the past, most roots-seeking expeditions were private and kept secret from 
governmental institutions. This was because the expeditions involved accessing land 
managed by national parks or by the Forestry Bureau that would require inconvenient 
applications for permission to legally enter. Also, hunting is often associated with roots-
seeking, and the Bunun prefer not to disclose this to the authorities and the public. Now, 
though, not only are certain roots-seeking expeditions becoming more open to the public, 
but they are also seeking media coverage. An activity that ties a people to their ancestral 
lands has been given additional meaning as a way to reclaim these traditional territories. 
By moving through the mountains as their ancestors did, Salizan Takisvilainan and his 
fellow Bunun fight so that one day they can return to their old lands, to the “new” lands 
of their ancestors.   
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Trails as a Subject of Archaeological Study  
In this chapter, I have provided a material cultural perspective to examine the 
trails in the Batongguan region and their relationship to the peoples and rulers of the 
region. Through the application of survey results, oral traditions, and archaeological and 
archival evidence, I gather the best available information about each trail and how it has 
been used in the past and present.  
There is not an equal quantity, nor quality, of information available regarding the 
different trails. This inequality is also present with field surveys and archival studies. I 
have worked out two frameworks with which to explore the peoples and trails of the 
Batongguan region. Firstly, I have focused on examining the material attributes of the 
trails and the correlations therein to regional history. I have noted how trail 
configurations relate to the relations between the various peoples in the region; when the 
latter has changed, so has the former. Through this study, we have seen how trails are a 
representation of the social relations in a region.  
Secondly, I have examined past and present human movement in the Batongguan 
region. I have illustrated that mobility is not just passively defined by trails, even in the 
difficult environment of Taiwan’s mountains: human mobility can actively alter trails’ 
morphologies. Also, human mobility and movement can embody multiple meanings. For 
states centered elsewhere, mobility can serve as validation of their domination of a to-
them foreign region. For the modern Bunun, it is not only an important cultural practice, 
but also a mechanism to reclaiming their traditional lands.   
214?
?
?
CHAPTER SIX - The Material Lifestyles of the Japanese Police in the Batongguan 
Region 
Kano Tadao ???? (1906-1945), a Japanese student who later became famous 
for his ethnological studies of Taiwan’s indigenous cultures, spent the summer of 1931 
hiking in Bunun country, including the Batongguan region. These mountains, such as Mt. 
Mabolasi ???? and Mt. Xiuguluan ???, were rarely if ever visited by hikers at 
that time. For the Japanese, they were not only remote, but also located in hostile 
territory. On the one hand, the young Kano enjoyed the privilege of seeing a remarkable 
landscape visited by only a handful of outsiders; on the other hand, he felt embarrassed to 
be enjoying the convenience and comfort of the Japanese amenities there, as he had 
planned to hike like the local Bunun (Kano [1941] 2000). 
Nevertheless, inevitably, Kano had to use the Japanese police outposts in the 
region, such as the Hatsukan ??? outpost (Mandarin Batongguan ???), as places 
to rest between trips, get supplies, or meet with his Bunun porters during his 70-day 
expedition. His hiking journal, published in 1941 (Kano [1941] 2000), recorded some 
anecdotes about the police outposts in and around the Batongguan region, and their 
residents. For example, Kano was hosted one night by the police officers at the Moso?
? (Mandarin?? Wushuang) outpost in the northern part of the Batongguan region. 
Kano was stunned by the brilliance of the stars in the dark mountain night and exclaimed, 
“How marvelous (the scenery)!” One of the officers there, Ebune ???, heard Kano’s 
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remark and dolefully added, “Yet it is mighty lonesome (staying here in the 
mountains)”(Kano [1941] 2000: 97-98). 
In 2002, during a seven-day hiking trip up Mt. Mabolasi, I had a chance to visit 
the sites of some of the police outposts mentioned in Kano’s book. My friends and I had 
to carry all the food, water, tents and other supplies required for survival in this wild land. 
When we arrived at Batongguan Meadows (Batongguan caoyuan ?????), I noticed 
that not much was left of the Hatsukan outpost. We ate lunch crouching in the bushes, 
seeking respite from the bone-chilling wind. It was hard to imagine that the police 
outposts in the region could have been as competent as portrayed in Kano’s book, located 
as they were in such a remote area with such a difficult climate, all supplies having to be 
carried up without the aid of beast or machine. Based on the state of these sites at the 
time of my visit, I figured whatever untold stories remained of the Hatsukan police 
outpost would remain untold while these ruins faded to nothingness in the middle of 
nowhere. 
A decade later, I was able to re-visit the police outpost sites in the Batongguan 
region. This time, being a trained historical archaeologist, I knew there were methods that 
could be applied to learn more about these police outposts as they had been. As illustrated 
in Chapter Three, I surveyed and mapped some of the police outposts that I considered 
most important and relevant to the topic explored in this dissertation. The artifacts found 
at these sites were recorded in situ. My colleagues and I brought some of them into the 
lab to clean, label, categorize, measure, record, photograph, and analyze. In order to best 
interpret all this archaeological evidence gathered from the field, I incorporated multiple 
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documentary sources related to the subject of study, using libraries, digital databases, and 
other archives to gather newspaper articles, journals, books, ethnographies, images, 
videos, maps, advertisements, and various other types of data. 
The application of these methods has not only shed new light on the police 
outposts in the indigenous territories of Taiwan but also provided us with a material 
cultural perspective to better understand the police officers themselves, who played such 
an important role in the Japanese colonization of the region. In this chapter, I shall 
present the result of my field and literary studies, by introducing the composition of the 
police outposts on the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail as well as the liveways of these 
outposts’ residents. 
The Police System and “Savage Governance” in the Mountains of Taiwan 
One important purpose of Japan’s colonization of Taiwan was to exploit the 
mineral and timber resources of the mountain regions. As most of these areas were 
occupied by indigenous peoples, the Japanese colonial government had to control the 
locals in order to access the underlying natural resources. The term “Savage Governance” 
(riban??), first used in official Japanese documents in 1902 (Lin 2017: 3), referred to 
a set of policies designed to control “Savage Country” (banchi??) and its inhabitants, 
the “savages” (banjin??), during the Japanese colonial period. Savage Country in the 
Japanese period was composed of indigenous territories on the east coast of Taiwan, the 
island of Botel Tobago off the east coast, and the mountainous core of Taiwan — the last 
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two of which had not been controlled by the Qing, and the first only briefly. At the 
beginning of their rule, the Japanese government had determined that Savage Country 
needed special treatment. The area was made into a special administrative region where 
the new Colonial Law (shokuminchi hō ????) for the colony as a whole would not 
apply (Fujii 2001: 1-14; Lin 2017: 29-72; Ishimaru 2008: 2-99). 
The underlying approach to Savage Governance changed several times during the 
50 years of Japanese rule on Taiwan. Since the Japanese had different relationships with 
each indigenous group, different approaches could be applied to different regions at the 
same time. When the Empire of Japan took over Taiwan from the Qing Empire in 1895, 
they first followed their predecessors’ strategy of conciliation in dealing with the 
indigenous people. In 1896, showing a new orientation toward development, the Japanese 
established the Pacification and Settlement Bureau (bukon sho ???) under the 
Colonial Industry Bureau (shokusan kyoku???), to be in charge of affairs related to 
Savage Country. They gave this department authority over the army and the military 
police within Savage Country. In 1901, as part of a reform of the colonial government, 
the police took over the role of the military in Savage Governance (Fujii 2001: 1-14; Lin 
2017: 29-72; Ishimaru 2008: 2-99).  
The 1902 Nanzhuang ?? Uprising, in which both Chinese and Saisiyat (one of 
the indigenous groups of northern Taiwan) took part, arose from conflict related to 
camphor production. This showed that the relationship between the aborigines and the 
settlers was deteriorating as economic exploitation in Savage Country increased, and that 
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the policy of conciliation was possibly no longer effective. As a result, the Japanese 
government introduced its Guidelines for Savage Governance (Riban taikō ????) in 
1903. The police system was given full responsibility for all affairs related to Savage 
Governance. From then until the end of Japanese rule, the police system was the sole 
governmental organization managing Savage Country and the people there. The Japanese 
also increased military action in the northern part of Savage Country. A guarded border 
(aiyūsen ???) was set up to contain the more hostile indigenous groups in the north, 
while the Japanese remained conciliatory toward the indigenous groups in the southern 
part of Savage Country (Fujii 2001: 41-82; Lin 2017: 29-72; Ishimaru 2008: 2-99). 
In 1906, Sakuma Samata?????? became the fifth Governor-General of 
Taiwan. From 1910 to 1915, as part of the so-called “Five-Year Plan for Work in 
Governing the Savages,” the police and the military jointly launched strikes against 
hostile indigenous groups in northern regions. In the southern part of Savage Country, 
where Japanese-indigenous relations were better, the colonial government built “outposts 
for Savage Affairs officers” (banmu kanri chūzaisho???????) in indigenous 
villages as sites from which to control and pacify the locals (Lin 2017: 73-120; Fujii 
2001: 83-128).  
After the Five-Year Plan, Savage Governance strategy shifted from 
armed suppression to assimilation (buiku ??). The new strategy aimed to replace 
indigenous people’s “outdated” traditions with “modern” Japanese ideologies, civilizing 
and assimilating the “savages” through education and so on. The police officers in 
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Savage Country would play a crucial role in this process. In order to serve the new 
purpose, the old outposts for savage officials were reformed into “police outposts” 
(keisatsu kanri chūzaisho ???????), and new outposts were established. 
Between 1915 and 1930, more than 12 trans-montane trails, including the one traversing 
the Batongguan region, were constructed within the indigenous territories. Hundreds of 
police outposts were established along these trails (Lin 2017: 121-40). In their heyday, c. 
1926, there were 576 functioning police outposts in Savage Country (Lin 2017: 143).  
As colonial power penetrated deeper into the mountains through the construction 
of trails and police outposts, Japanese enterprises became able to exploit the resources at 
the heart of the indigenous territories. As part of this growing economic exploitation, the 
local indigenous population was used as cheap or forced labor in some areas. The Seediq 
in the Musha ?? area were considered to be one of the “tamest” indigenous groups on 
Taiwan. However, due to police misconduct and the imposition of forced labor, in 
October 1930, a group of Seediq at Musha, led by Chief Mouna Rudao, attacked Musha 
Open Elementary School (Musha kōgakkō ?????). Hundreds of Japanese had 
converged there for a sports meet and 134 Japanese, including women and children, were 
killed. The Musha “Incident” marked the most serious indigenous-led uprising against 
colonial forces in the Japanese period. Colonial authorities responded with a military 
campaign that caused 600 Seediq deaths, some through suicide. Because of internal and 
external criticism of the handling of the incident, Governor-General Ishizuka Eizo ??
?? was forced to resign in January 1931 (Fujii 2001: 138-42; Lin 2017: 29-72).  
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Also because of the criticism, the Japanese changed their approach toward the 
indigenous peoples one last time, as reflected in the Outline of Policies for Savage 
Governance (Riban seisaku taikō ??????) of 1931. They further reduced armed 
force as a method for controlling the indigenous peoples. Instead, they shifted emphasis 
to “enlightening” the indigenous peoples and improving their living standards. Thence, 
understanding the indigenous peoples, especially their living situations, became 
fundamental to Savage Governance. Education was to be applied so that the indigenous 
peoples could preserve their good customs, eliminate the bad, and eventually develop 
Japanese identities. In order to improve their economic status, the indigenous peoples 
were to adopt sedentary cultivation and animal husbandry, for which they would have to 
relocate to lower elevations within the highlands. Moreover, transportation and medical 
services in Savage Country would have to be enhanced for the benefit of the indigenous 
peoples. Lastly, official misconduct had to be avoided; the quality of the personnel in 
charge of Savage Governance would need to be controlled (Lin 2017: 29-72). 
This relocation strategy was executed in the 1930s and early 1940s. Thousands of 
indigenous people were relocated from higher to lower altitudes, by incentive and by 
force. This mass relocation (shūdan ijū ????) of the aborigines would help the 
Japanese gain full control over Savage Country. It also permanently changed the cultural 
landscape of the mountains of Taiwan (Fujii 2001: 129-54; Lin 2017: 29-72).  
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The Police Outposts on the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and Its Branches 
In the previous section, I have outlined the role of the police system of Savage 
Governance during the Japanese colonial period in Taiwan. In the following sections, I 
shall explore the police presence in the Batongguan region and its influences, beginning 
by introducing various aspects of the police outposts that I have discovered through 
intensive documentary and field research. 
Japanese power reached the Batongguan region in 1909, as mentioned in Chapter 
Two, via police outposts established within several Bunun settlements in the Lakulaku 
River Basin, the eastern part of the Batongguan region. By 1914, police outposts had 
been set up at Chūsha ??, Iroko ???, Asanraiga ??????, Masisan ???
?, Kasibana ????, Tāhun ?? (later ????), and Nanatoku ????. Due to a 
serious of riots caused by the confiscation of Bunun firearms in 1915, though, the 
Japanese were temporarily driven out from the area and forced to abandon their police 
outposts (Lin 2001; Lin [2005] 2015:16-21; Lin and Wang 2007).  
In order to improve access to — and thence regain — the Lakulaku River Basin 
and the Batongguan region, the Japanese government constructed the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail in 1921. They built a series of police outposts along the trail to 
monitor the local population. At peak, there were 46 outposts along the trail, each 
housing at least six police officers. Some of the larger outposts could have housed more 
than 30 officers (Huang and Lin 2001a; Huang and Lin 2001b; Lin 2001; Lin [2005] 
2015; Yang and Wang 1987; Yang and Wang 1989). 
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In the mid-1930s, as part of a greater relocation strategy, the Bunun in the core of 
the Batongguan region were moved to a lower elevation. Due to the removal of the 
Bunun population and the massive costs associated with Japan’s involvement in WWII, 
maintenance of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and its police outposts became 
impractical. Many less important police outposts and facilities were shut down. By 1944, 
the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and its facilities had been completely abandoned 
(Huang and Lin 2001a; Huang and Lin 2001b; Lin 2001; Lin [2005] 2015; Yang and 
Wang 1987; Yang and Wang 1989). 
The police outposts of the Batongguan region can thus be divided chronologically 
into two groups. The earlier group of police outposts was established between 1909 and 
1916. These outposts were located within the Bunun settlements in the Lakulaku River 
Basin. The second group of police outposts, built along the trans-montane trail, were 
established and used from 1921 to 1944. Unfortunately, most of the earlier outposts have 
been completely destroyed and not much information can be found about them, not even 
their locations. Therefore, in this dissertation, I shall focus on the second group of police 
outposts that were built along the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail. I shall first introduce 
the physical composition of these outposts, then explore the lifeways of their residents. 
Construction and Maintenance 
The police outposts along the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail were constructed 
between 1919 and 1921, at the same time as the trail itself and as part of the same plan. 
Construction of both the outposts and the trail was led by professional craftsmen and 
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aided by indigenous and Chinese workers. As the mountains were resource-rich, the 
outposts were built mainly using local material. Stone and timber, for instance, were 
locally sourced. 
These police outposts were designed and built to last. However, owing to the 
extreme climate of the mountains, they required constant maintenance. Over the course of 
more than two decades of use, alterations — both additions and subtractions — also 
became necessary at times. Unlike the construction phase, maintenance and alteration 
work was carried out not by craftsmen but by residents. As shown in an old photo in the 
travel report of eastern Taiwan written by Mori KoreShun ???? (1933), the police 
officers were skilled enough to fell trees and mill them into boards (Figure 6.1). Today, 
we can still see the stumps of the Formosan cypresses felled by police officers along the 
Batongguan Transmontane Trail (Figure 6.2). 
Figure 6.1: Police officers in the Batongguan region felling a tree (Mori 
1933: 107) 
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Figure 6.2: A stump of the Formosan cypresses felled by police officers 
along the Batongguan Transmontane Trail (photo taken by author in 2014) 
Composition 
Lin Yi-hung ???, a scholar of the architecture of the police outposts 
established in Savage Country between 1907 and 1945, divides these outposts into two 
types by layout. The earlier “scattered-type” (sanzaishi ???) police outposts were 
established between 1907 and 1915. These outposts were located within indigenous 
settlements so that the police officers could monitor and interact with the locals directly. 
As these police outposts were often located in regions where the colonial government 
was not dominant, only local tribal leaders could guarantee the security of the police 
officers there. Given that these outposts had to be built on unoccupied land within 
settlements, they were relatively small, often comprising just a main building and one or 
225?
?
?
two privies. The main building, often constructed using local timber, would simply 
contain an office and a dormitory. As these earlier outposts were relatively small, they 
normally housed no more than three officers (Lin and Wang 2007; Lin 2009b).  
The “cluster-base-type” (jituanhua judianshi ??????) police outposts were 
established in Savage Country between 1921 and 1945. This later type of outpost was 
built along with the trans-montane trails of that period. Unlike their predecessors, which 
were built on empty space in indigenous settlements, the new type of outpost was built on 
sites along the Japanese transmontane trail, overlooking indigenous settlements from a 
distance. As these outposts were built on rugged terrain, their foundations were laid on 
multiple terraces, each at different elevations, cleared and cut into the slopes. Lin 
observes that these later outposts, being larger, contained a wider range of facilities and 
could better serve as colonial outposts for Savage Governance. In addition to the basic 
offices and dormitories for officers, separate kitchens, warehouses, and bathrooms were 
made available to improve living conditions for the police. Larger outposts even had 
arsenals, grocery stores, and schools for Japanese children. In addition to facilities for the 
Japanese, there were also facilities provided for the “benefit” of the locals, such as 
educational centers, trading centers, and medical centers. On the other hand, defensive 
installations such as trenches, barbed-wire fences, and stacked stone walls were put in to 
separate the police outposts from the world outside (Lin and Wang 2007; Lin 2009b). 
The police outposts established in the Batongguan region from 1921 to 1944 —
the subject of this chapter—belonged to the later generation of police outposts 
categorized by Lin. These reconsidered “outposts for police officers” in the Batongguan 
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region were established from 1921 on, when Savage Governance had shifted from the 
armed suppression of the Five-Year Plan to assimilation. As a result, these 46 outposts 
were built not only to serve as semi-military outposts but also as “gateways” from which 
the Japanese would enlighten the Bunun “savages”. 
The police outposts that I explore in this dissertation have been abandoned for 80 
years and most of their facilities have been destroyed, either by nature or by man. Yet 
surveys and documentary research provide us with clues as to the original scale of these 
outposts. The outposts varied in terms of size and facilities, as each outpost differed in 
location and purpose. Nevertheless, these outposts shared a similar design. Because they 
were built in the mountains, their foundations had to be carved into the terrain. Thus, 
terraces were cut clear into the slopes. Larger outposts, with more facilities, tended to 
occupy more terraces; smaller ones, fewer.  
The four major police outposts on the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail were those 
called Hatsukan, Tomasu ??? (Mandarin Tuomasi ???), Tahun ???? 
(Mandarin Dafen ??), and Tomiri ??? (Mandarin Shisanli ???). Except the 
Hatsukan outpost, which was located on the western section of the trail, the other three 
outposts were located in the eastern part of the Batongguan region, in the Lakulaku River 
Basin. Tahun, the largest of the four, was known as “capital of the eastern section (of the 
trail).” Home to 30 officers and their families, Tahun had comprehensive facilities for 
both Japanese and Bunun. The outpost was composed of two sectors: an office area and a 
school area (Lin [2005] 2015: 170-77). As can be seen in an old photo (Figure 6.3) of 
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Tahun, the office area — containing various facilities — was built on three adjoining 
terraces. The late Inagaki Keiji ???? (1927-?) lived at Tahun as an officer’s 
dependent for 12 years. According to him, in addition to the office and the dormitory, 
expanded facilities such as an arsenal, a shared kitchen, a shared bathroom, a guesthouse, 
a grocery store, warehouses, and even an arena for martial art practice were included. 
Fifty m below the office area was the school area, where a medical center, an indigenous 
school, and the Tahun elementary school for Japanese children were situated (Inagaki 
1995). However, having been abandoned for decades, most of Tahun’s buildings have 
either decayed or been outright demolished, with only the concrete arsenal still intact 
(Figure 6.4), the stone foundation and walls (Figure 6.5) merely enabling us to picture the 
original scale of the larger outposts in the Batongguan region.  
Figure 6.3: The old photo of the Tahun police outpost in around the 1930s 
(photo provided by Yeh Po-chiang) 
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Figure 6.4: The concrete arsenal in Tahun outpost (photo taken by author 
in 2013) 
Figure 6.5: The Tahun police outpost site (photo taken by author in 2014) 
Unfortunately, most of the other outposts in the region are no better preserved 
than Tahun, their timber having rotted away, leaving just stone walls and foundations. 
There are a few exceptions, of which one is the Wabano outpost at the end of a branch 
trail in the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail system. Wabano was one of the simpler 
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outposts on the trail. It was built on two terraces with just the bare minimum of facilities: 
an office, a dormitory, and a storage unit. Ironically, a 1933 account described the 
buildings at Wabano as being “on the verge of collapse” (Mori 1933). Yet, thanks to 
difficulty of access, the site has remained relatively free of disturbance. It is today the 
best-preserved Japanese police outpost in all of the former Savage Country (Figure 6.6). 
Visitors to Wabano can still see the office building, the dormitory building, the half-
collapsed outdoor toilet, and the storage unit used to store the artilleries that the officers 
used to constantly fire as a way to intimidate the locals (Figure 6.7).  
Figure 6.6: The Wabano police outpost site (photo taken by author in 2013) 
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Figure 6.7: The artilleries in the Wabano outpost (photo provided by Yeh 
Po-chiang) 
The well-preserved wooden structures at Wabano allow us to examine the 
Japanese architectural style of the police outposts along the Pattonkan Transmontane 
Trail. Only stone structures remain at most of the other sites. Nevertheless, studying these 
structures can help us determine the composition of the Batongguan region’s police 
outposts, which, in turn, significantly changed the Bunun landscape in their time. 
Residents 
The residents of the police outposts on the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail were 
mainly composed of higher-ranking junsa ?? and their dependents on the one hand, 
and the lower-ranking keishu ?? on the other (Lin [2005] 2015: 46-50). On the left side 
of an old photo taken in front of the Hatsukan police outpost in the 1920s (Figure 6.8), 
we see a junsa supervising three other junsa as they operate a machine gun. To the right, 
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two keishu wearing lighter-colored uniforms accompany the higher-ranking officers’ 
families.  
Figure 6.8: The photo taken in the Hatsukan police outpost (Tseng 2002: 
136) 
The junsa at the police outposts on the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail were 
always Japanese from the mainland. In addition to regional security, these Japanese 
officers were in charge of introducing the locals to modern agricultural techniques, as 
well as of running the educational centers for Bunun children. The keishu, often Chinese 
or indigenous individuals, were in charge of maintaining the outposts and trails. 
According to Mori’s report (Mori 1933: 50), these lower ranking officers typically began 
working at six o’clock; they maintained the trail and the outpost, fetched water and 
lumber, and ran errands in general. The Japanese wives, in turn, were in charge of 
cooking and other household duties. At outposts with indigenous schools, the wives also 
assisted with teaching (Ishimaru 2008: 387-89). Japanese officers’ children were brought 
232?
?
?
to the mountains too, as shown in a good number of police outpost photos. Many were 
toddlers or even infants, as seen in a photo taken at Wabano (Figure 6.9). Judging from 
the composition of their residents, it can be suggested that the police outposts on the 
Pattonkan Transmontane Trail served not only as semi-military outposts, but also as 
domestic spaces. Indeed, in a 1940 account, the Taisuikutsu??? (Mandarin Dashuiku
???) police outpost was referred to as “Japan’s highest homestead” (Abe 1940). 
Figure 6.9: The residents of the Wabano outpost (Mori 1933: 105) 
Hardships 
Even with a police outpost as shelter, living in the mountains of the Savage 
Country, including the Batongguan region, could be difficult and dangerous, especially 
during the Five-Year Plan (1910-1915). At that time, police officers in the indigenous 
territories were not accompanied by their wives. The food and drink consumed was 
relatively simple. No merchants could possibly reach the hostile Batongguan region to 
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sell supplies. The officers had to remain alert at all times. Phone calls at night tended to 
be reports of nearby assaults. The officers always kept their weapons at hand, even when 
taking a shower (Taiwanese Government-General police bureau’s aboriginal division 
2016: 410-11) 
Even during the later period, the police outposts of the Batongguan region might 
not have been the best place to raise children. First, the outposts were surrounded by 
hostile Bunun. Even though conflict between the Japanese and the Bunun was not as 
serious as it had been in 1915, the outsiders still lived in fear of the locals. In 1921, for 
example, two keishu were killed by Bunun near the Wesira ??? (Mandarin Yixila ?
??) outpost ("Yuli jingshou bei guoshou" 1921). Second, the mountain environment 
could be treacherous to an outsider. For example, in 1927, a 29-year-old Japanese officer 
fell off a 300m cliff near the Hatsukan outpost and died instantly ("Issen jaku no keisoko 
he otsu junsa no zanshi" 1929). Third, the extreme weather in the Batongguan region 
often caused severe damage to Japanese infrastructure. During the summer, there would 
be countless tropical storms. In 1921, a typhoon destroyed several sections of the 
Pattonkan Transmontane Trail as well as buildings at several police outposts ("Daichu 
kabanchi bofu hi gai" 1921). Winter weather posed threats as well. Freezing temperatures 
reportedly froze the water at Hatsukan outposts at times, and the residents at Taisuikutsu 
once had to retreat to another outpost because of heavy snow ("Pattonkan Keppyo" 1924; 
Setoguchi et al. 1940). 
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The Police Outpost as Representation of the Japanese Empire in Indigenous Territory 
From the beginning of their rule, the Japanese colonial government regularly 
selected indigenous leaders for tours to Japan, bringing them to see big cities like Tokyo 
and Osaka as well as various sites showcasing military, industrial, and agricultural 
advancement. Lesser tours of this kind were conducted on Taiwan as well. These tours 
were meant to show tribal leaders the majesty of the metropolitan state and thus convince 
them to quit resisting the empire and eventually become “civilized” (Zheng 2005). So, on 
the one hand, the Japanese intended to intimidate the indigenous peoples with shows of 
military strength. On the other hand, they as colonizers tried to tempt the colonized with 
the promise of advancement and enlightenment. The metropolitan tours for indigenous 
leaders symbolized both of the approaches that the Japanese colonial government would 
take to the indigenous territories of Taiwan. 
In 1915, Savage Governance policy shifted from armed suppression to 
assimilation. The new policy aimed to replace the indigenous peoples’ “backwards” 
traditions with “modern” Japanese ideologies. Bringing the “metropolitan state” to 
“savage territory” seemed to be a laudible goal. The police outposts on the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail were to serve as a representation of the Empire of Japan. The 
grandeur and Japanese architecture of the police outposts spoke of the colonizers’ 
military monopoly in the region, while the indigenous-oriented facilities and the presence 
of Japanese families radiated values that the colonial government wanted the locals to 
absorb. Both these priorities are on display in the photo (Figure 6.8) mentioned earlier 
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this chapter: machine gun-wielding police officers on the left; peaceable wives and child 
on the right; and in the background, the Hatsukan outpost in its Japanese splendor. 
The Lifeways of the Residents of the Police Outposts in the Batongguan 
Region, 1921-1944 
In the previous section, I described the physical infrastructure of the police 
outposts and their adjoining facilities, as well as how the Japanese households in the 
Batongguan region embodied the idealized imagery that the colonial regime wanted to 
present to the locals. Some features of the colonial presence, such as the impressive scale 
of the police outposts and the variety of facilities attached to them, could be observed by 
the Bunun from a distance. The Japanese invested a massive amount of investment to 
keep such features functional and presentable. One may wonder if the same level of 
resources was provided for the more hidden aspects of the colonial presence. In this 
section, I explore the lifeways of the police officers and their dependents — aspects of 
the police outposts that were hidden within their confines — through material study of 
artifacts found at the outpost sites. As mentioned in Chapter Three, we collected and 
analyzed select artifacts found at the police outpost sites on the Pattonkan Transmontane 
Trail. In the following section, I shall focus on the artifacts that could furnish the most 
relevant information about the daily life of the residents of the police outposts: hygiene 
and medicinal objects and foodways-related objects. 
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Material Study of Hygiene and Medical Artifacts Found at the Outpost Sites 
Despite the remote, hostile surroundings, the people living at the police outposts 
along the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail between 1920 and 1944 seem to have had the 
leisure to maintain their appearance, especially compared to police officers during the 
Five-Year Plan for Work in Governing the Savages (1910-1915), who had to carry their 
weapons even while taking a shower (Taiwanese Government-General police bureau’s 
aboriginal division 2016: 410-11). Beauty products were found at the later outpost sites. 
For example, a type of translucent emerald green glass bottle was found with “????
??” (hechima koron) embossed on both cap and body (Figure 6.10). This type of bottle 
had contained a facial moisturizing lotion made from loofah. A type of opaque white 
glass jar, metal cap embossed “??? ??????” (Kurabu bishin kurīmu) (Figure 
6.11), can be identified as a facial moisturizing lotion produced by CLUB Cosmetics Co. 
A type of transparent glass bottle embossed “??????” (Retō fūdo) had contained a 
whitening cream, to be applied after shaving or washing.  
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Figure 6.10: A translucent emerald green glass bottle with cap, GG003, 
found at the Kantaka?? (Mandarin Guangao ??) site (photo taken by 
author in 2015) 
Figure 6.11: An opaque white glass jar with metal cap, GG015, found at the 
Kantaka site (photo taken by author in 2015) 
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Figure 6.12: A transparent glass bottle, DF160, found at the Tahun site 
(photo taken by author in 2015) 
In addition to facial products, hair products were also used at the police outposts 
of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail. A type of translucent glass jar embossed 
“RANRAN POMADE” (Figure 6.13), was recorded, which can be identified as 
containers for pomade. Opaque white glass jars with caps embossed “???????” 
(Menuma pomādo) (Figure 6.14) can be identified as pomade containers, too. Another 
type of embossed transparent glass bottle can be identified as having contained tsubaki 
(camellia) oil (Figure 6.15) (Sakurai 2006: 77-78), a moisturizing oil that can be applied 
on both hair and skin. The archaeological evidence has shown that skin and hair care 
products were used by residents at the police outposts. In the group photo taken in front 
of the Wesira outpost, the officer sitting in the chair might have applied one of the hair 
products that I have recorded (Figure 6.16). 
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Figure 6.13: A transparent glass jar, SLG021, found at the Hideikoran site 
(photo taken by author in 2015) 
Figure 6.14: An opaque white glass jar, SGL069, found at the Hideikoran 
site (photo taken by author in 2015) 
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Figure 6.15: A transparent glass bottle, SGL033, found at the Hideikoran 
site (photo taken by author in 2015) 
Figure 6.16: Police officers in the Wesira police outpost (Mori 1933: 104).  
Due attention was paid to wardrobe matters as well. As can be observed in old 
photos, the residents of the police outposts were dressed properly, with the officers in 
uniform and the wives wearing traditional Japanese kimonos. Relatively speaking, the 
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well-maintained appearance of the police officers and their dependents might not have 
been as constantly visible as the majestic outposts of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail. 
Yet, it was still an important part of the image that the empire presented to the local 
Bunun. As stressed in the first issue of Aboriginal Pacifier’s Companion????— the 
sole bulletin published by the Taiwanese Government-General police bureau’s 
Aboriginal division, a dignified appearance was one means by which Japanese officers 
were to “manipulate” the indigenous people (Taiwanese Government-General police 
bureau’s aboriginal division 2016: 7-8).  
Material Study of Food-related Artifacts Found at the Outpost Sites 
In this section, I shall explore the artifacts associated with what people drank and 
ate at the police outposts of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail. This aspect of the police 
outposts was completely hidden from public view and normally could not be observed by 
the indigenous people.  
Drink-related artifacts  
In terms of drink-related artifacts, I shall focus on the alcoholic beverage bottles, 
which were largely found in the police outpost sites. Before Japanese colonization, the 
people in Taiwan used to drink Chinese or indigenous alcoholic beverages. These 
alcoholic beverages were usually home-made or manufactured on a small scale. With the 
arrival of the Japanese, additional types of alcoholic beverages were brought to Taiwan, 
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such as beer and sake, and the population grew fond of foreign drink. In 1907, the 
Japanese government started to collect an alcohol tax to gain more profits from its 
colony. As a consequence, the small-scale production of Chinese liquor was transformed, 
as small producers merged into larger companies with increased capital and scale. Also, 
beer and sake began to be manufactured on-island by Japanese entrepreneurs. After the 
inception of the alcohol tax in 1907, the number of alcohol producers decreased from 
over 2000 to 212; with the significant increases in scale of production, however, output 
actually increased 31 times by 1921 (Fan 2002: 10-37).  
In 1922, the colonial government monopolized alcohol sales to obtain yet more 
profits from the market. All individual local alcohol producers were acquired by the 
government. The new Monopoly Bureau of Taiwan (Taiwan sõtokufu senbaikyoku ??
??????) now produced and distributed all locally-made alcoholic beverages other 
than beer, and distributed all imported alcoholic beverages other than beer. In 1933, the 
production and distribution of beer became included in the monopoly as well. The 
Chinese government kept the monopoly in place after they took over Taiwan in 1945. In 
general, before Japanese rule, the Chinese and indigenous people of Taiwan used to 
consume locally-made Chinese liquor or indigenous millet spirits. The arrival of the 
Japanese changed alcohol consumption on the island. New beverages, such as beer and 
sake, were brought to Taiwan. By the early 1920s, when the police outposts of the 
Pattonkan Transmontane Trail were established, a good variety of alcoholic beverages 
with competing brands could be found on the Taiwanese market (Fan 2002: 34-82).  
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Historical accounts mention alcoholic beverages being consumed at the police 
outposts on the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail. The massive number of liquor bottles 
found at the outpost sites confirms this. I recorded a wide variety of liquor bottles. Sake 
bottles, for example, were found in abundance. Sake, or seishu ??, is a traditional 
Japanese rice wine. It was brought to Taiwan in 1895, with the arrival of the Japanese, 
and was imported in ever-increasing amounts thereafter. With the growth of the sake 
market, there were attempts to produce sake locally by 1910. However, the island’s 
warm, humid climate limited the quality and quantity of the local sake. Therefore, the 
sake market on Taiwan remained dominated by imported brands. In the 1920s, sake was 
the main imported liquor in Taiwan. More than 60 brands could be found on the market 
(Fan 2002: 27-28;43-45;79-82).  
Five types of sake bottles were recorded at the police outpost sites.  
1) Light green translucent glass bottles (720cc) with wire bail lids (Figure 
6.17). The bottoms are embossed “?” (Tatsu) (Figure 6.18), as in Tatsuuma ?? 
Brewery, Japanese producer of Hakushika ?? sake.  
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Figure 6.17: Sake bottle, SGL038, found at the Hideikoran site (photo taken 
by author in 2015) 
Figure 6.18: The bottom of a sake bottle, SGL56, found at the Hideikoran 
site (photo taken by author in 2015) 
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2) Light green translucent glass bottles (720cc) with wire bail lids (Figure 
6.19), similar to the Hakushika sake bottles mentioned above. However, the bottoms 
are unembossed. Nevertheless, the wire bail lids, also known as “lightning stoppers,” 
suggests that these bottles originally contained sake (Sakurai 2006: 38-41). 
Figure 6.19: Sake bottle, SD056, found at the Sekidō site (photo taken by 
author in 2015) 
3) Light green translucent glass bottles (1800cc) with wire bail lids, similar 
to the ones described above but larger, possibly also originally containing sake 
(Figure 6.20). 
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Figure 6.20: Sake bottle, TMS072, found at the Tomasu site (photo taken by 
author in 2015) 
4) Light green translucent glass bottles embossed with stripes, “720cc,” and a 
trademark of “?” (Haku) at the neck (Figure 6.21), possibly containing Hakutsuru?
? sake (Figure 6.22), imported from Japan and distributed by Kondou ?? 
Company of Taipei (Fan 2002: 27-28). 
247?
?
?
Figure 6.21: Sake bottle, SD053, found at the Sekidō site (photo taken by 
author in 2015) 
Figure 6.22: An ad for Hakutsuru sake in a Taiwan-based magazine, Tabi to 
un'yu ???? (travel and transportation), September 1939 
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5) Light green translucent glass bottles embossed with “????” 
(Hakutsuru) (Figure 6.23), indicating Hakutsuru ?? sake. 
Figure 6.23: Sake bottle, SD055, found at the Sekidō site (photo taken by 
author in 2015) 
In addition to sake bottles, beer bottles were also found at the police outposts on 
the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail. The Japanese began to drink beer in the second half of 
the nineteenth century. In 1870, William Copeland, an American, founded Japan’s very 
first beer brewery: the Spring Valley Brewery in Yokohama. In less than two decades, the 
Japanese had established many beer breweries, producing major brands such as Sapporo, 
Kirin, and Asahi. Beer was brought to Taiwan by the Japanese. In the first decades of 
Japanese rule, beer was not widely consumed by the Taiwanese population. Nevertheless, 
249?
?
?
as living standards improved in the early 20th century, the people of Taiwan became able 
to afford to consume imported beer requiring cold storage. As beer grew popular in 
Taiwan, it became Taiwan’s second most-imported alcoholic beverage; in the 1930s, 
more than 30 brands of beer — all but one shipped from Japan— could be found in 
Taiwan (Fan 2002: 30-32). In 1919, a group of Japanese established the Takasago Beer 
Company (Takasago bīru kabushiki gaisha ????????). Takasago?? was 
also a term referring to the indigenous people of Taiwan, thus creating an exoticism for 
the beer made in the colony (Fan 2002: 46-48).   
I recorded eight types of beer bottles at the police outposts on the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail: 
1) Dark emerald translucent green glass bottles (Figure 6.24) embossed with a 
“cherry blossom flower (Figure 6.25)” trademark and the name of the brand, “????
??” (Sakura bīru). Sakura beer was produced by Teikoku Beer Company of Japan, 
founded in 1912. The company was renamed “Sakura Beer Company” in 1929, and 
merged with the Dai Nippon Beer Company in 1943 (Ross 2009).  
250?
?
?
Figure 6.24: Sakura beer bottle SGL001 found at the Hideikoran site (photo 
taken by the author) 
Figure 6.25: The Sakura Beer trademark, SGL001, found at the Hideikoran 
site (photo taken by the author) 
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2) Clear glass bottles embossed with the Sakura trademark and “??????
?” (Sakura bīru kabushiki gaisha) (Figure 6.26), indicating manufacture by Sakura Beer 
Company. 
Figure 6.26: Sakura beer bottle, GG007, found at the Kantaka site (photo 
taken by the author) 
3) Dark brown amber translucent glass bottles embossed with the Sakura 
trademark and “??????” (Sakura bīru) (Figure 6.27), indicating that it had been a 
Sakura beer bottle at one time. But the Sakura trademark on the sample collected from 
the Sekidō site, SD083, had been sanded off purposely (Figure 6.28).  
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Figure 6.27: Sakura beer bottle, SD083, found at the Sekidō site (photo 
taken by the author) 
Figure 6.28: Sakura beer bottle, SD083, found at the Sekidō site, with the 
trademark sanded off (photo taken by the author in 2015) 
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4) Dark brown amber translucent glass bottles embossed with the “BNK” 
trademark and “NIPPON BEER KŌSEN CO LTD.” The Nippon Beer Kōsen Company 
of Japan was created from a merger between Nihon Seibin, Kabuto, and Teikoku in 1921, 
and merged with Dai Nippon Company in 1933 (Ross 2009).  
Figure 6.29: Nippon Beer Kōsen Company beer bottle, SD067, found at the 
Sekidō site (photo taken by the author in 2015) 
5) Dark brown amber translucent glass bottles (Figure 6.30) embossed with the 
“KBB” trade mark and “BOTTLED & GUARANTEED BY KOTOBUKIYA BEER 
BREWERY,” indicating the Kotobukiya Brewery of Japan, founded in 1921 (Ross 2009). 
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Figure 6.30: Kotobukiy Brewery beer bottle, SD073, found at the Sekidō 
site (photo taken by the author in 2015) 
6) Dark brown amber translucent glass bottles (Figure 6.31) embossed with the 
trademark and name of “DAINIPPON BREWERY CO.” Dai Nippon Beer Company of 
Japan was created from a merger of the Sapporo, Osaka, and Nippon beer companies in 
1906, and split into the Asahi and Nippon beer companies in 1949 (Ross 2009). 
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Figure 6.31: Dai Nippon Beer bottle, SD084, found in Sekidō site (photo 
taken by author in 2015) 
7) Dark brown amber translucent glass bottles (Figure 6.32) embossed with the 
Kirin trademark and “??????” (Kirin bīru). Kirin beer was produced by the Kirin 
Beer Company of Japan, founded in 1907 (Ross 2009). 
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Figure 6.32: Kirin beer bottle, TMS069, found at the Tomasu site (photo 
taken by author in 2015) 
8) Dark brown amber translucent glass bottles (Figure 6.33) embossed with the 
trade mark “TB” and “????????” (Takasago bīru kabushiki gaisha). The 
Takasago Beer Company was established in 1919 by Japanese in Taiwan and produced 
its beer locally (Fan 2002: 46-48). 
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Figure 6.33: Takasago beer bottle, SD073, found in Sekidō site (photo taken 
by author in 2015) 
A good number of beer bottles of various kinds were discovered at the police 
outposts on the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail. The archaeological evidence, though, 
suggests that many of them might have been filled or re-filled with alcoholic beverages 
other than beer. At the Tomasu outpost, the survey team discovered a hoard of 86 bottles 
of different colors and types neatly buried under a tree stump (Figure 6.34), layer upon 
258?
?
?
layer, necks pointing in toward a centerline (Figure 6.35). Two still had their labels 
remaining.  
Figure 6.34: A hoard of glass bottles under a tree stump at the Tomasu 
police outpost (photo taken by Chang Chia-jung in 2013) 
Figure 6.35: Glass bottles neatly buried under a tree stump, layer upon 
layer, necks pointing in toward a centerline (photo taken by author in 2013) 
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Artifact TMS070 is a Dai Nippon beer bottle. On the body of the bottle, parts of 
the label remain, noting “???” (jozomoto, meaning “brewery”) and “??????
?” (Ōta Fusatarō honten, Ōta Fusatarō’s flagship store) (Figure 6.37).” Artifact 
TMS069, a Kirin beer bottle (Figure 6.32), also has a scrap of its label remaining (Figure 
6.38). Judging from the colors and printed patterns, it is apparent that TMS069 and 
TMS070 shared the same label.  
Figure 6.36: Artifact TMS70, found in Tomasu site, a Kirin beer bottle with 
some of its label remaining 
That two different bottles shared the same label indicates that these bottles had 
been refilled with some other beverage. The label on TMS070 provides clues as to what 
kind of beverage that might have been. The word “jozomoto,” meaning “brewery,” 
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suggests that the bottle contained an alcoholic beverage, despite the absence of the upper 
part of the label where the name of a brewery or brand would have been noted. “Ōta 
Fusatarō honten,” meanwhile, suggests that the beverage was distributed by Ōta 
Fusatarō’s grocery store.  
Figure 6.37: The remnant of the label on TMS070, found in Tomasu site 
(photo taken by the author in 2015) 
Figure 6.38: The remnant of the label on TMS069, found in Tomasu site 
(photo taken by the author in 2015) 
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Written sources yield more information related to these bottles. A Japanese 
entrepreneur named Ōta Fusatarō, originally from Yamaguchi, had moved to Taiwan in 
1903. He owned a grocery store in the Seimonchō area of Taipei (Naitō 1922: 127). A 
news article in the Nichi Nichi Shinpō ???? on October 10, 1918 announced the 
availability of Nihon Hōjō kabushiki gaisha’s (????????) Gosho Izumi (??
?, “Palace Spring”) and Koch ōran “???, “Butterfly Orchid”) sake at Ōta’s store. 
Kochōran sold at 35 sen for 720cc and 87 sen for 1800cc; Gosho Izumi cost an extra 10 
sen. Bottles could be recycled at Ōta Fusatarō’s grocery and other stores in the 
Seimonchō area; the sake was also sold without containers at special discounts ("Meishu 
hiyaoroshi u dashi" 1918). Nihon Hōjō was the first full-scale producer of Japanese sake 
in Taiwan; its establishment in 1913 probably reflected a demand for inexpensive sake on 
the island (Fan 2002: 43-45) 
There is more evidence that some of the beer bottles found at the police outposts 
could have been reused. Some of the beer bottles found at the police outposts along the 
eastern section of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail shared a distinctive characteristic: 
although these bottles differ in type, their embossed trademarks or lettering had been 
purposely removed. For example the trademark on SD083 — a Sakura beer bottle — had 
been sanded off (Figure 6.28). Kirin beer bottles (Figure 6.39) and Dai Nippon beer 
bottles (Figure 6.40) had undergone similar treatment. The lettering on SD078 — 
“NIPPON BEER KŌSEN” — had been etched off (Figure 6.41).  
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Bottles doctored in this fashion have not only been found at the police outpost 
sites on the eastern section of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail; a Kirin beer bottle with 
its trademark removed was also recorded at the Japanese-era trash pit of an elementary 
school in Hualien in eastern Taiwan (Liu and Chao 2010). It could be inferred that this 
type of reused bottle had mainly been distributed in the eastern part of Taiwan.  
Figure 6.39: The trademark on Kirin beer bottle SD079, found in Sekidō 
site, had been sanded off (photo taken by the author in 2015) 
Figure 6.40: Dai Nippon beer bottle SD082, found in Sekidō site, with its 
trademark sanded off (photo taken by the author in 2015) 
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Figure 6.41: Beer bottle SD078, found in Sekidō site, with “NIPPON BEER 
KOSEN CO” having been etched off (photo taken by the author in 2015) 
The textual evidence does confirm that it was common to reuse bottles, especially 
with the enormous hike in liquor bottle’s prices after the government monopolized 
alcohol sales in 1922 (Fan 2002: 72-74). However, there is not enough archaeological 
evidence for us to infer what kind of alcoholic beverages these recycled bottles in the 
Batongguan region had been refilled with. Nevertheless, as cold storage could hardly 
have been arranged so high up in the mountains, it is more likely that these bottles had 
been refilled with spirits such as sake, rather than beer.  
Japanese spirits other than sake had apparently also been brought into the 
mountains. I also found:  
1) Dark brown amber translucent glass bottles embossed with “???” 
(Yōmeishu) (Figure 6.42) and the corresponding trademark. Yōmeishu is a medicinal 
liquor first produced by the Shiozawa clan in 1602. In order to sell their product 
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internationally, the Shiozawa family corporatized their traditional herbal wine in 1922 
("About Yomeishu" n.d.).  
Figure 6.42: Yōmeishu bottle DF176, found at the Tahun site (photo taken 
by author in 2015) 
2) Dark brown amber translucent glass bottles embossed “AKADAMA PORT 
WINE BOTTLED & GUARANTEED BY KOTOBUKIYA CO.,LTD” (Figure 6.43). 
Akadama port wine is a fortified sweet red wine first created by Shinjiro Torii in 1907. 
Shinjiro founded Kotobukiya Limited in 1921 ("Akadama Sweet Wine" n.d.).  
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Figure 6.43: The Akadama port wine bottle, SD069, found in Sekidō site 
(photo taken by author) 
3) The light green translucent glass bottles embossed with the Hermes trademark 
and “SPECIAL HERMES OLD SCOTCH WHISKY” (Figure 6.44). Hermes whisky was 
produced by Kotobukiya Limited.  
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Figure 6.44: Hermes whisky bottle SD051 found at the Sekidō site (photo 
taken by author in 2015) 
Bottles for alcoholic beverages consumed prior to the arrival of the Japanese were 
also found, specifically, dark brown amber translucent glass bottles embossed with “??
???” (Taiwan senbaikyoku, Monopoly Bureau of Taiwan) and the corresponding 
trademark. Such bottles came in two sizes, 720cc (Figure 6.45) and 1800cc (Figure 6.46). 
As mentioned in previous sections, after the Japanese monopolized the sale of liquor, 
breweries for traditional Sino-Taiwanese liquor were acquired by the government. The 
newly established Monopoly Bureau of Taiwan then took over production of the various 
traditional Sino-Taiwanese liquors on the market (Fan 2002: 50-58). Thus, it can be 
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inferred that this type of bottle was standard for the alcoholic beverages that the bureau 
manufactured.   
Figure 6.45: Monopoly Bureau of Taiwan bottle SD068 (720cc), found at 
the Sekidō site (photo taken by author in 2015)  
The various bottles introduced here show that the people at the police outposts on 
the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail had access to a wide range of alcoholic beverages, 
from traditional Japanese herbal liquor to local Sino-Taiwanese liquors. The number of 
liquor bottles at the police outpost sites of the Batongguan region is massive; it would 
have been impractical to either bring all of them to the lab or record them in situ. 
Nevertheless, as mentioned in Chapter Three, the survey team managed to conduct full-
coverage archaeological investigations at the Hideikoran and Sekidō outposts. Within the 
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artifact concentration areas at both sites—in both cases, trash deposits toward the bottom 
of slopes descending from an edge of a terrace—we recorded all liquor bottles that were 
complete, or complete enough to be identified as individuals. (Table 1).  
Figure 6.46: Monopoly Bureau of Taiwan bottle SD068 (1800cc), found at 
the Sekidō site (photo taken by author in 2015) 
Grouping the bottles by beverage (Table 2), sake bottles formed the lion’s share 
of the liquor bottles found at both Hideikoran (94.8%) and Sekidō (71.7%) (Figure 6.47). 
In addition, some of the beer bottles had likely been refilled with sake or other spirits. It 
can be inferred that sake was the most consumed liquor at the police outposts of the 
Pattonkan Transmontane Trail — and it was consumed in proper style, with porcelain 
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tokuri ?? ( Figure 6.48) to hold warmed sake, and ceramic sakazuki ? (Figure 6.49) 
from which to drink it.  
Type Quantity 
(Hideikoran) 
Quantity 
(Sekidō) 
Hakutsuru sake bottle embossed with 
stripe, 720cc 
38 21 
Unembossed Hakutsuru sake bottle  4 0 
Hakushika sake bottle, 720cc 4 0 
Sake bottle with wire bail lid, 720cc, 
brand unknown 
83 14 
Sake bottle, 720cc, brand unknown 96 62 
Sake bottle 1800cc, brand unknown 10 2 
Sake bottle with wire bail lid, 1800cc, 
brand unknown 
1 0 
Hermes whisky bottle 0 1 
Monopoly Bureau of Taiwan bottle 11 26 
Green Sakura beer bottle 6 0 
Dark amber Sakura beer bottle 0 2 
Nippon Kōsen beer bottle 0 7 
Dai Nippon beer bottle 5 1 
Kirin beer bottle 2 7 
Kotobukiya beer bottle 0 6 
Takasago beer bottle 0 2 
Dark amber Sakura beer bottle (sanded) 0 5 
Dai Nippon beer bottle (sanded) 0 7 
Nippon Kōsen beer bottle (sanded) 0 1 
Sum 260 164 
 
Table 1??Types of liquor bottles found in the trash deposits at Hideikoran and Sekidō 
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Table 2??Liquor bottles grouped by beverage 
 
Figure 6.47: Liquor bottles grouped by beverage (chart drawn by author) 
General type 
of liquor bottle 
Hideikoran Sekidō  
Quantity  % Quantity % 
Sake bottle 236 94.8% 99 71.7% 
Beer bottle 13 5.2% 25 18.1% 
Beer bottle 
(sanded) 
0 0.0% 13 9.4% 
Others 0 0.0% 1 0.7% 
Total 249 100.0% 138 100.0% 
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 Figure 6.48: A tokuri, TMS047, found at the Tomasu site (photo taken by 
author in 2015) 
Figure 6.49: A sakazuki, SGL055, found at the Hideikoran site (photo taken 
by author in 2015) 
It is not surprising that sake was the most popular alcoholic beverage among the 
Japanese in the Batongguan region from the 1920s to the early 1940s. Indeed, during this 
period, sake was the chief of all Japanese alcoholic beverage in Taiwan. Both of the top 
two brands on the market, Hakushika and Hakutsuru, were found at our sites. Sake was 
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offered to Japanese visitors to the police outposts, including Kano Tadao, who could not 
fully partake of it due to poor tolerance (Kano [1941] 2000: 128). But above all, 
traditional rice wine greatly comforted the Japanese outsiders in barbarian territory, as 
noted by an officer at the Hideikoran outpost during an interview: “Working in the 
mountains has been painstaking. However, after taking a shower, it can be quite 
comfortable to have a simple dinner and drink Hakushika sake while taking about the 
future. Our life in the mountains, although simple and plain, can still be enjoyable” 
(Adachi 1922: 96).  
Food-related artifacts 
An itinerary for a trip to Mt. Niitaka via the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail in 
1935 was published in a 1936 report by the Mountaineering Association of Taiwan 
(Taiwan Sangakukai ?????); of great value to us, the food consumed by the hikers 
was noted: canned beef and fish; salted fish; marinated vegetable; miso soup; and zōni, a 
hearty soup dish ("Touki dai tozan houkoku shintakayama kakuhou touhan" 1936). Such 
simple, sturdy cuisine was what visitors brought with them into the remote Batongguan 
region. According to the archaeological evidence, though, the food consumed by the 
police officers and their families — resident outsiders of the Batongguan region — was 
more variable and complex. 
Meals at the police outposts were generally prepared by the wives of the officers. 
At outposts where there were no dependents, designated cooks were in charge of the task 
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(Adachi 1922). Rice was the staple. At the Sekidō outpost, we found two stone stoves 
close the foundation of the outpost building (Figure 6.50). Iron cauldrons (Figure 6.51) 
that could cook enough rice for all the residents of the outpost were set on these outdoor 
stoves. Rice was eaten from ceramic bowls. These bowls bore a wide range of motifs, 
from the traditionally Japanese (Figure 6.52) to the militaristic (Figure 6.53) to simple 
geometrical patterns (Figure 6.54). Smaller bowls were provided for children (Figure 
6.55). Judging from quality and design, these bowls were most likely made in Japan. The 
same was true of the other ceramic products — plates, sauce dishes, tea pots and so on —
found at the police outpost sites.  
Figure 6.50: Stone stoves found at the Sekidō site (photo taken by author in 
2013) 
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Figure 6.51: Cauldrons found at the Wabano site (photo taken by author in 
2013) 
 
Figure 6.52: Ceramic bowl found at the Tomasu site (photo taken by author 
in 2015) 
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Figure 6.53: Ceramic bowl found at the Hideikoran site (photo taken by 
author in 2015) 
 
Figure 6.54: Ceramic bowl found at the Hatsukan site (photo taken by 
author in 2015) 
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Figure 6.55: Ceramic bowl found at the Hideikoran site (photo taken by 
author in 2015) 
Japanese cuisine was traditionally influenced by Chinese culture, as seen in the 
chopsticks, bowls, and other utensils used. However, unlike with Chinese cuisine where 
dishes tend to be shared communally, Japanese cuisine tends to be taken in individual 
portions. Rice as the center of the meal is surrounded by side dishes such as marinated 
fish and vegetables (Harada 2011: 63-68), presented on small plates (around 100mm in 
diameter) that have been widely found at the police outpost sites. 
According to the archaeological evidence, various viands and sides were available 
to go with rice for the residents of the police outposts. One major type was preserved 
food. There were various unidentified cans (e.g., Figure 6.56) and glass jars (with metal 
lids) (e.g., Figure 6.57) found at the sites that had probably contained preserved food. 
Some of the glass jars were embossed, which allows me to pinpoint some of the 
preserved foods consumed at the police outposts. We found a clear glass jar embossed 
“??” (uni), suggesting that marinated sea urchin had been brought into the mountains. 
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We also found a clear glass jar embossed “??” (shiokara), which is fermented viscera 
from various marine animals. The convenience of preserved foods, including marinated 
foods, made them ideal for the remote high mountains. Nevertheless, it should be stressed 
that marinated viands have traditionally been a big part of Japanese cuisine.   
Figure 6.56: Can found at the Sekidō site (photo taken by author in 2015) 
Figure 6.57: Glass jar with metal lid found at the Hideikoran site (photo 
taken by author in 2015)  
278?
?
?
Figure 6.58: Clear glass jar embossed “??” (uni), found at the Hideikoran 
site (photo taken by author in 2015) 
Figure 6.59: Glass jar embossed “??” (shiokara), found at the Tomasu 
site (photo taken by author in 2015) 
In addition to preserved foods, the archaeological evidence suggests that the 
people at the police outposts of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail also consumed food 
that was cooked from fresh ingredients. For example, a small stone mill was found at the 
Tomasu outpost, indicating that freshly-made tofu was part of the officers’ and their 
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families’ diet. Also, the recovery of a rectangular tamagoyaki nabe (????) cooking 
pan shows that tamagoyaki (???), a kind of omelet, was properly made in the 
Batongguan region.  
Bottles for two time-tested soy sauce brands, Kikkoman and Yamasa, are widely 
found at the police outposts, suggesting that this crucial traditional condiment was used to 
flavor food. Monosodium glutamate (MSG), a more recent invention (1908) was 
evidently also used during food preparation, as tin and glass MSG containers found at the 
sites indicate. Condiments that may not be thought of as “Japanese” were also found at 
the police outposts on the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail. Glass bottles for mayonnaise 
(Figure 6.60), catchup (Figure 6.61) and Worcester sauce were recorded at the sites. The 
discovery of these “foreign” condiments shows that yōshoku ?? (Western food) was 
also consumed by the Japanese families in the mountains of Taiwan.  
Figure 6.60: Glass jar for mayonnaise, found at the Sekidō site (photo taken 
by author in 2015) 
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Figure 6.61: Glass bottle for catchup, found at the Sekidō site (photo taken 
by author in 2015) 
Yōshoku had developed during the Meiji Restoration, before which Japanese 
cuisine had mainly consisted of rice, fish, vegetables, and miso. The Japanese had 
stopped eating meat in the seventh century because of a religious taboo, but the reign of 
the Meiji emperor, beginning in 1867, marked a significant change for the Japanese state 
and its society. The Meiji emperor proclaimed that Western ideologies would help Japan 
progress. As part of the “Meiji Restoration,” meat-centric Western cuisine was deemed 
the root cause of Westerners' greater physical size and thus promoted. Japanese versions 
of European dishes thence arose: a newly-developed branch of Japanese cuisine featuring 
Western ingredients and condiments (Harada 2011: 194-229; Cwiertka 2006: 87-114).  
In addition to archaeological evidence, the oral accounts provided by Inagaki 
Keiji (1995), the Tahun resident previously mentioned, have been quite useful. He 
mentioned that fowl such as chicken and ducks were kept at the outpost. Vegetables and a 
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good variety of fruit were grown at the outpost, too. There are fruit trees growing at the 
Tahun site to this day. Salted and canned fish were brought from lower areas, while wild 
fish could be found in the stream. Occasionally, wild boars caught by the officers would 
be shared with each family at the outpost.  
Documentary research has been useful, too. In a journal published in Taiwan 
keisatsu jihō ?????? (newsletter for Taiwan police), the wife of an officer 
stationed in Bunun territory mentioned that their days would begin with making miso 
soup for breakfast using handfuls of flowers fetched from tung trees (Kahoruko 1940). 
Much valuable information about foodways at the police outposts can also be gleaned 
from the accounts of travelers to the Batongguan region, given that these people must 
have stayed and dined at the police outposts during their trips. These travelers mentioned 
that some of the food ingredients could be found locally. Vegetables, including radishes 
and green onions, and fruit, including apples, pears and peaches, were grown at some 
outposts (Tamura 1928: 126-51; Yamabe 1936). Domestic fowl such as chicken were a 
local source of meat. In addition to food grown in the backyard, other ingredients could 
be acquired outside the outposts. On some occasions, large game would be obtained by 
trading with Bunun hunters. Many travelers that visited the Hideikoran police outpost 
mentioned the matsutake, a valuable wild pine mushroom that could be found in the 
woods near the outpost (Setoguchi et al. 1940; Kida 1937; Yamabe 1936). Travelers were 
generally impressed by the special food prepared during the holidays. On Hinamatsuri 
(Girls’ Day), Japanese rice-flour dumplings and carp fish soup would be prepared. On 
New Year’s Eve, liquor, rice cakes, sweet red bean soup, and sukiyaki, a type of Japanese 
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hot pot, would be available (Setoguchi et al. 1940; Tamura 1928; "Minami Chuuzaisho 
no gantan" 1939; Yoshii 1936).  
In general, the material and documentary evidence show that despite being 
situated in a remote mountainous region, the residents of the police outposts on the 
Pattonkan Transmontane Trail managed to maintain a good variety of nutritional sources, 
both fresh and preserved. The officers and their wives were not dependent on supplies 
sent up from lower areas; they were able to utilize the culinary resources of the 
mountains. Thus, home cooking was to be had at the police outposts on the Batongguan 
region, featuring rice as the staple, accompanied by traditional viands as well as 
Japanese-Western cuisine.  
As a token of how up-to-date this Hatsukan police outpost home cooking was, 
consider that the introduction of Western foodstuffs into Japanese foodways only began 
during the Meiji Restoration in the second half of the nineteenth century, while 
adaptation of this new cuisine to domestic cooking only took place in the early 20th 
century. Studying mail-in recipe contests organized by the popular pre-War Japanese 
women’s magazine Shufu no tomo ???? (“a housewife’s friend”), Katarzyna J. 
Cwiertka (2006: 87-114) pointed out that many award-winning recipes in the early 1920s 
were Japanese-Western hybrids, “such as pork steamed in soy sauce, mashed potatoes 
with Chinese chives, ‘convenient salad’ (potatoes, carrots, tomatoes, cucumbers in a 
dress made of boiled and mashed egg yolk, butter, mustard and vinegar) and vegetable 
stew.” This was a time when middle-class housewives were first adopting such recipes 
for meals at home (ibid: 103-06). Thus I observe that the home cooking at the Japanese 
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“outposts” in the remote highlands of Taiwan was quite in step with that of the 
fashionable households of metropolitan Japan.  
However, despite the access to a wide range of ingredients and condiments, 
keeping these foodstuffs fresh and in supply may not always have been easy. For 
example, in 1930, the Governor-General of Taiwan, Ishizuka Eizo, stayed at the 
Hatsukan outpost—one of the largest outposts in the Bunun territories—on his way home 
from climbing Mt. Niitaka. Alas, only after his arrival did the officers at Hatsukan realize 
that most of the foodstuffs prepared for his visit had spoiled ("Hatsukan ni junbi shita 
shokuryō-hin dai bubun fuhai" 1930). 
Constructing a Japanese Landscape in the Mountains of the Batongguan 
Region 
We have seen that presenting the police outpost as both semi-military outpost and 
Japanese homestead in Bunun territory was one of the colonial government’s strategies 
for Savage Governance. On one hand, massive resources were devoted to maintaining the 
impressive appearance of the police outposts. On the other hand, the quality of life of the 
police officers and their families — although hidden inside the outposts’ confines — was 
also maintained to metropolitan standards. In addition to this official investment in public 
and private aspects of the police apparatus, though, the Japanese residents of the police 
outposts as well as non-governmental Japanese associations based elsewhere in Taiwan—
were also actively working to make the alien landscape more like “home”. 
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As mentioned in the Chapter Four, after the construction of the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail and the police outposts in the Batongguan region, relations between 
the Bunun and the Japanese gradually improved. As a result, the composition of some 
police outposts changed, with an increase in recreational features. Take the Hatsukan 
outpost, for example; it was possibly the most photographed police outpost in Savage 
Country, as well as one of the most visited on the whole island. Photos of the Hatsukan 
outpost show how its makeup changed over time. In a photo published in 1925 but 
possibly taken some time in 1921 (Figure 6.62)—while the outpost was still under 
construction—the foundation, enclosure and a building on the western edge were being 
finished. In another photo possibly taken in the early 1920s, construction of the outpost 
may have just finished; this early version of the Hatsukan outpost was composed of six 
one-story buildings (Figure 6.63) surrounded by defensive structures such as walls, 
ditches, and barbed-wire fencing. Another photo, possibly taken in 1927 (Figure 6.64), 
shows that a 2-story gun tower had been added, about which the Bunun were curious.  
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Figure 6.62: Photo of the Hatsukan police outpost, possibly taken in 1921 
(Taiwansōtokufu senbai-kyoku kyoku Kusunoki moku-chō kinen kai 1925: 
20) 
Figure 6.63: Photo of the Hatsukan police outpost, possibly taken in the 
early 1920s (photo provided by Yeh Po-chiang) 
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Figure 6.64: Photo of the Hatsukan police outpost, taken around 1927 
(photo provided by Yeh Po-chiang) 
In the 1920s, new features at the Hatsukan outpost seem to have been mostly 
military in purpose. This changed in the early 1930s, when it became popular to climb 
Mt. Niitaka — Japan’s highest mountain —passing through the Batongguan region en 
route. For example, in a photo taken on the trail heading to Mt. Niitaka from the 
Hatsukan outpost, we see that a torī ?? made of local wood had been erected (Figure 
6.65). This traditional Japanese gate symbolically marks the transition from the mundane 
to the sacred. It may have served as the entrance to the small Shinto shrine at the top of 
Mt. Niitaka, mentioned in the Chapter Four. In 1937, a new annex was built at the outpost 
in order to accommodate a significant increase in the number of people passing through 
the Batongguan region to access Mt. Niitaka ("Yama no bessou gōu de shunkō Osoi ru" 
1937). As can be seen in a photo taken in the late 1930s or early 1940s (Figure 6.66), two 
cabins had been added at the front of the outpost’s terrace while all defensive 
structures—walls, ditches, and barbed-wire fence—had been removed.  
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Figure 6.65: Photo of the Hatsukan police outpost taken in the 1930s with a 
torī in the foreground (Tseng 2002: 137) 
Figure 6.66: Photo of the Hatsukan police outpost taken in the late 1930s or 
early 1940s (Lu 2010: 40) 
These modifications to the Hatsukan outpost complex reflected the changing 
relationship between the Bunun and the Japanese and were driven by the authorities. Yet 
other alterations made to the police outposts were more likely to have been effected by 
the residents. At the Tokatsu???? (Mandarin, ?? Toge) outpost, I found what can 
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be identified as a garden at the outpost’s entrance (Figure 6.67). Also, at the Tomiri 
outpost, a hollowed structure (Figure 6.68) discovered proved to have been a fountain in 
the outpost’s courtyard (Figure 6.69). These features had not been installed for purely 
practical or official reasons; they partly reflected the residents’ own aesthetics or 
interests.  
Figure 6.67: The front garden at the Tokatsu police outpost (photo taken by 
Chang Chia-jung in 2017) 
Figure 6.68: The hollowed structure found at the Tomiri outpost (photo 
taken by Chang Chia-jung in 2013) 
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Figure 6.69: The fountain at the Tomiri police outpost (photo provided by 
Yeh Po-chiang) 
The Japanese also made efforts to modify the (to them) alien landscape of Bunun 
country and make it more familiar, by planting cherry blossom trees both within the 
outpost compounds and out on the trail. Sakura — cherry blossoms — have been 
considered the floral emblem of Japan as well as a representation of the Japanese people 
since the ninth century (Ohnuki-Tierney 2014: 127-39). Therefore, in 1936, when the 
Japanese found 200 Taiwan cherry blossom trees on the slopes of Mt. Takkei in the 
Lakulaku region, they made plans to construct a trail there to facilitate hanami ?? 
(flower viewing), the traditional custom of enjoying the transient beauty of flowers 
("Takkei sanroku no hizakura" 1936). But the Taiwanese cherry blossoms were not quite 
enough for the Japanese. At police outposts such as Walami and Lu, Japanese cherry was 
reportedly successfully grafted onto Taiwanese cherry (Yamabe 1936). Today, we can 
still find the Taiwanese cherry at some of the police outpost sites (Figure 6.70). 
Ultimately, the iconic Japanese Yoshino cherry was brought to the Batongguan region. In 
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1937, the Taichung branch of the National Park Association of Taiwan (Taiwan kokuritsu 
kōen Taichū kyōkai ??????????) — with assistance from the Department of 
Savage Governance (ribanka ???) — planted 400 Yoshino cherry trees in the 
highlands of central Taiwan, including in the western part of the Batongguan region 
("Touho hachitsuukuwan fukin ni yoshino sakura wo ueru" 1937), some apparently 
within police outpost compounds (Figure 6.71).  
 
Figure 6.70: Taiwanese cherry blossom trees at the Kasin ?? (Mandarin
?? Jiaxin) police outpost site (photo taken by author in 2015) 
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Figure 6.71: Japanese cherry blossom trees planted at the Rakuraku ?? 
(Mandarin??  Lele) police outpost (photo provided by Yeh Po-chiang) 
Having their favorite flowers around might seem to have been an aesthetic 
preference for the Japanese; however, other than being a floral emblem, the cherry 
blossom was embedded with more profound meanings for the Japanese between the end 
of the nineteenth century and the end of WWII. Emiko Ohnuki-Tierney (2014: 127-39) 
pointed out that during that period, the cherry blossom— originally symbolizing the 
Japanese people — had become associated with Japanese militarism. The short-lived 
flowers became a metaphor for soldiers ready to devote their lives to the Emperor and the 
state. Moreover, the presence of the cherry blossom was considered the symbolic 
extension of the Japanese spirit to a foreign land. Therefore, when the Japanese obtained 
new colonies, they either searched for local cherry blooms, or imported native Japanese 
ones, so that they could practice hanami as they had done for hundreds of years.   
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The Police Outpost and Its Pluralism 
In this chapter, through archaeological and textual studies, I have examined the 
role of the police outposts as a colonial instrument in the Batongguan region from 1921 
to 1944. Two components of the outposts have been explored: the physical structures as 
“hardware,” and the police officers and their dependents as “software.” I have 
demonstrated that both of these components were crucial to Japanese colonization in the 
Bunun territory. In this conclusive section, I stress that both components were embedded 
with multiple functions, meanings, and identities, both to the colonizers and to the 
colonized.  
The establishment of the police outposts in the Batongguan region represented the 
government’s strategy for managing the indigenous people between the early 1920s and 
the mid-1940s. During that time, the approach to Savage Governance transitioned from 
armed suppression to “taming” through assimilation. Accordingly, the police outposts 
were given new functions in addition to that of representing the Japanese power 
monopoly in the region. In addition to heavy weaponry and defensive installations, the 
erstwhile semi-military outposts were gradually equipped with facilities for the “benefit” 
of the locals, such as educational centers, trading centers, and medical centers intended to 
help “enlighten” the Bunun.  
The residents of the outposts were also laden with these two contrasting functions. 
The police officers, of course, were in charge of controlling the region. Yet they, with the 
aid of their wives, were also responsible for non-police functions such as schooling 
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indigenous children. As a whole, the Japanese families—small children included—served 
as colonial propaganda, promoting a Japanese social enlightenment into which the local 
“barbarians” would eventually be assimilated.  
The police outposts were both semi-military outposts and Japanese “homesteads.” 
The outposts and their residents played multiple roles in the Japanese colonization of the 
Batongguan region. The Empire of Japan duly invested a massive amount of resources 
into constructing and maintaining the trail and these outposts. There were also various 
aspects of the police outposts that were not directly relevant to the subject of 
colonization.  
The police outposts were massive objects abruptly established in the Batongguan 
region landscape. Their existence naturally stood out to the Bunun. For the locals, 
interactions with the Japanese families inside these fortified compounds were initially 
sporadic and irregular. The elements most visible to the Bunun were certainly the 
physical structures the outposts comprised: multiple Japanese-style buildings with 
different functions, built on terraces carved into the terrain and surrounded by the 
fortifications. These physical elements represented a formidable investment on the part of 
the colonial government. Stone and timber structures required constant maintenance in 
the extreme climate of the mountains. The Japanese government managed to keep these 
outposts presentable for many years. By the late 1930s, with the Bunun having been 
relocated to a lower altitude, some outposts had been abandoned; others, such as the 
Hatsukan outpost, had been re-purposed. By 1944, the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and 
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its outposts had all been abandoned, as the Japanese could no longer spare the costs of 
maintaining them.  
Another visible aspect of the police outposts was their residents’ appearance. I 
have stressed that the police officers and their families were intended to be an 
imperceptible “civilizing” influence on the Bunun. The appearance of the Japanese was 
part of the image of the empire that the colonial government wanted the locals to 
perceive. Accordingly, as old photos and grooming artifacts bear witness, the Japanese at 
the outposts were given the resources with which to maintain a “dignified” look, both to 
facilitate their day-to-day management of the indigenous, as well to enhance their 
representation of the empire. 
The private lifeways of the police officers and their families can be considered an 
invisible aspect of the police outposts, observed at times and places that were off limits to 
the Bunun. While the Bunun were welcome to enter the outposts for certain purposes, 
they would not, for instance, have been able to join the Japanese residents eating dinner. 
So, theoretically, these hidden elements of the outposts might not have been as valuable 
in terms of Savage Governance as the publicly visible aspects discussed above. 
Nevertheless, material study on the drink- and food-related artifacts discovered at the 
sites show that the private material lives of the Japanese in the remote mountains of the 
Batongguan region were maintained to metropolitan standards.  
The archaeological evidence shows that the residents of the police outposts were 
able to consume a good variety of the alcoholic beverages popular of the time. Also, 
when they ate, they ate with style. Proper ceramic wares, all imported from Japan, were 
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used. Both preserved and fresh foods were available, and some of the preserved foods 
were imported from the mainland. With a variety of ingredients and both traditional and 
recently-adopted Western condiments on hand, the Japanese at the police outposts were 
even capable of preparing the Japanese-Western hybrid cuisine that was popular among 
other contemporary Japanese households. They were able as well to celebrate holidays 
with feasts and special treats.  
All of the above was true despite almost all supplies having to be brought up from 
lower altitudes on foot. There were also no cold storage facilities in the mountains. Thus, 
considering the difficulty of obtaining and preserving foodstuffs, the residents of the 
police outposts must have made significant efforts to maintain their Japanese diet. 
Textual research indicates that such effort extended to other parts of the residents’ private 
lives that were similarly irrelevant to colonial strategy, such as revealed in an interview 
introducing the daily life of Sergeant Koki ?? (Figure 6.8, the officers operating the 
Machine gun) and his family at the Hatsukan police outpost. Koki was a devoted 
Buddhist with an enthusiastic personality. He was familiar with the immediate 
surroundings of his beloved outpost and had refused to be transferred elsewhere. Koki 
and his family had their own daily routines apart from their official duties. In the 
morning, Koki would practice kendo, a Japanese form of fencing with two-handed 
bamboo swords. After 5 p.m., he and the family would practice tennis together and, in the 
evening, they would gather around, listen to the radio and talk about politics ("Sounan 
niitakayama" 1938).  
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The police officers of the Batongguan region and their families, including the 
Koki family, can be thought of as having had two distinctive identities. On one hand, they 
were authority figures representing the empire, as well as mentors for the “uncivilized” 
Bunun people. Thus, when interacting with the Bunun in the public sphere, as educators, 
administrators, or instructors of agricultural technique, they would maintain a dignified 
demeanor, which helped strengthen their identities as colonial authorities. On the other 
hand, they were people living in forts surrounded by hostile natives and alien terrain. 
From the 1920s to early 1940s, the Japanese in the Batongguan region were not under 
immediate threat. Nevertheless, given the unfamiliar and treacherous landscape, even 
walking off the trail could be fatal for these Japanese. This sense of insecurity in the 
Batongguan region would have triggered another identity for the police officers and their 
dependents, as Japanese in alien territory. I surmise that strictly maintaining Japanese 
ways of living in these mountains — with difficult access to the resources for doing so — 
would have served to intensify the Japanese identities of the Japanese residents. This 
explains why, when circumstances allowed it, the Japanese people were eager to build 
fountains and gardens that would remind them of home. Furthermore, given that large-
scale alterations to the unfamiliar landscape would have been impossible, the Japanese 
significantly chose to plant cherry blossom trees in the Batongguan region, not only 
making the landscape more approachable, but also granting them the chance to practice 
hanami — another way to remind themselves of their Japanese-ness.   
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CHAPTER SEVEN - Conclusion 
The Archaeological Study of Trail Systems 
In this dissertation, I have carefully examined the development of trails in the 
Batongguan region and demonstrated that the investigation of trails can provide us with 
substantial information about a region’s complex history. This region is characterized by 
high altitude, steep terrain, dense vegetation and extreme weather. Despite the difficult 
environment, several groups of people have settled or controlled the region during the last 
four centuries: the Bunun, the Chinese, and the Japanese.  
Today, all of the above-mentioned groups have left the region, yet each has left its 
mark. Some of the infrastructure they established in the past has been abandoned for 
almost a hundred years; some of it has been refurbished for use in the present. Studying 
the attributes and distribution of this infrastructure has provided us with useful 
information about human activity, past and present, in this region.  
In particular, the trails developed and used by the Bunun, the Chinese, and the 
Japanese are remarkably useful for our investigation into past and present human 
interactions, given that they have granted human beings access to the remote, 
mountainous Batongguan region. Without them, traveling around the region would be 
dangerous and spectacularly inconvenient. The trails of the Batongguan region have 
enabled access to its wild landscape — while, at the same time, gathering human 
movement across the region into set patterns. Thus, in this dissertation, I have applied a 
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framework that examines the trails development in the Batongguan region from the 
seventeenth century to the present, from a material culture perspective. Data gathered 
from my own field research, documentary research, and material studies have been 
analyzed and discussed via two archaeological approaches.  
Landscape archaeology provides us with a perspective from which to effectively 
examine the trails. Since trails are not situated at single “points” in space, traditional site-
based archaeology is not able to provide an adequate scale at which to study such 
phenomena (Snead, Erickson, and Darling 2009). In addition, human activity in the 
region has always been constrained by difficult terrain and extreme weather. Thus, 
landscape archaeology — with the attention it pays to the natural environment, and 
human manipulation thereof — has been helpful for our exploration of the relationship 
between people and the landscape in the Batongguan region.  
Also, as my examination of the development of the trails in the Batongguan 
region extends from the seventeenth century to the present day, various historical 
resources are available and relevant. Thus, historical archaeology, with its specialization 
in integrating textual and archaeological evidence (Hicks and Beaudry 2006), has been 
profoundly applied to this dissertation. Various types of historical accounts — oral 
traditions, journals, news reports, maps and photos — have been consulted and analyzed, 
and underlie my interpretations of the socio-political evolution of the Batongguan region.  
My objective has been to explore the archaeology and history of the trails in the 
Batongguan region at multiple scales of time and space, as well as to establish a unique 
angle from which to discuss colonization. I have thus presented both a material cultural 
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examination of the configuration of the trails in the Batongguan region and an 
investigation of the police outposts that anchored the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and 
its branches from 1921 to 1944.  
As the trails in the Batongguan region were established and used by different 
groups of people, I have examined each trail or trail system individually, prior to 
discussing the continuity in the evolution of the trails in the region. Out of necessity, I 
have mainly focused on the eastern section of the Batongguan area, regarding which 
more data is available. Thus, I have thoroughly examined and analyzed the configurations 
of the Bunun trails, the Middle Trail, the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and its branches, 
and the Batongguan Transmontane Trail in the Lakulaku River Basin.  
My analysis shows that the state of these trails has always reflected social 
relations in the region; social and political changes in the Batongguan region have 
typically been followed by the establishment of new trails, and the abandonment or 
modification of existing trails. Such correlations can be analyzed on the basis of subtle 
material observation.  
In addition to morphological examination of the trails, human movement and 
mobility is also a central theme of this study. I have applied the fluid, trajectory-based 
approach (Beaudry and Parno 2013: 1) to explore movement along the trails in the 
Batongguan region. By analyzing past and present events, I have illustrated that trail 
configuration influences movement, while movement impacts trail configuration. By 
analyzing Bunun journeys to their traditional territories in the present day, I have shown 
the depth of meaning that can be embedded in movement. I have also shown that one’s 
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ability to move in a region without restriction can be considered an indicator of the 
dominance of one’s group in that region.  
In order to learn more about colonization in the Batongguan region through the 
centuries, other than studying the long-term development of the trails in the region, I have 
also focused especially on the operation of the Japanese police outposts from 1921 to 
1944. The 46 outposts, serving as checkpoints, were built along the Pattonkan 
Transmontane Trail and its branch lines.  
Although these police outposts in the Batongguan region were located in a 
difficult physical environment and surrounded by hostile Bunun, the Japanese officers 
nevertheless brought their wives and children to live at the outposts. Previous studies 
regarding the history of the Batongguan region have rarely if ever focused on this aspect 
of the Japanese police outposts (e.g., Huang and Lin 2001a; Lin 2017, 2009a). In this 
dissertation, thus, I have analyzed data gathered from field research, documentary 
research, and material culture studies and inferred the lifeways of the police officers and 
their families.  
Even though most supplies had to be brought up from elsewhere, the residents of 
the outposts seem to have enjoyed decent living standards. Examination of hygiene and 
medical artifacts found at the outpost sites shows that the Japanese in the Batongguan 
region were provided with resources to maintain their appearance. Skincare and hair 
products were available for both men and women. This is not surprising if we consider 
that the Japanese residents of the outposts were representatives of the Japanese colonial 
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government, and — not only for their own sake — had to maintain a dignified 
appearance when interacting with the locals.  
Examination of food- and drink-related artifacts found at the outpost sites shows 
that the police officers and their dependents were able to maintain a diet similar to that of 
metropolitan Japanese families. Going by the liquor bottles found the sites, the Japanese 
were drinking alcohol that were produced in both Taiwanese and Japanese 
wineries/distilleries. 
The ceramic plates, bowls, dishes, saucers, and other containers found at the sites 
were produced in Japan, showing that the residents of the police outposts were able to use 
tableware with which they were familiar. Through material and documentary studies, I 
have inferred that the Japanese residents’ meals were composed chiefly of rice and 
various side dishes. Multiple types of marinated food that are part of traditional Japanese 
cuisine were consumed as side dishes. Also, side dishes made of fresh foodstuffs were 
available in the mountains, and some were cooked using Western seasonings. This type 
of Japanese-Western fusion cuisine, yōshoku, was developed during the second half of 
the nineteenth century in Japan. By the 1920s, this type of cuisine was commonly 
consumed by the average Japanese family.  
Given the terrain and the remoteness of the Batongguan region, the Japanese state 
had to invest a good amount of resources to maintain the outposts and their residents’ 
lifestyles. The investment makes sense when we consider that the police outposts served 
as primary instruments of colonization in Bunun territory. On the one hand, the defensive 
infrastructure of the outposts highlights their semi-military nature. On the other, facilities 
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provided for the Bunun were instrumental in “enlightening” and assimilating the locals. 
The mere presence of Japanese families at the outposts, meanwhile, could be considered 
state propaganda for promoting Japanese values to the “savages.” Altogether, the police 
outposts and their residents in the Batongguan region from 1921 to 1944 were a 
manifestation of the Japanese state’s objectives in the region.  
Japanese Colonization in the Batongguan Region: the Intangibles 
The Japanese police outposts as well as the Japanese trail system itself were 
material manifestations of the Japanese state in Bunun country and had a great impact on 
the Bunun; but the impact of these non-material or intangible elements of Japanese state 
influence on the previously independent Bunun cannot be overlooked.  
Auditory assault and control was one area of influence. The Wabano ??? 
outpost was equipped with heavy artillery (Figure 6.7). The outpost was located at a 
prime vantage point on a ridgeline to maximize the firing range of its artillery. Given the 
abundance of artillery shells found at the Wabano site, it can be inferred that the artillery 
was constantly being fired, if only for training purposes. Even when used for training 
exercises, the sound of heavy artillery on the ridgeline would have carried far and wide 
over the Lakulaku River Basin, where sustained Bunun resistance against the Japanese 
continued for some time. The sound of cannon and other modern weaponry would have 
served as a constant, visceral auditory reminder of the Japanese domination of the region.  
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If the Bunun could hear the armed colonial presence echoing through the 
mountains, the colonizers could hear the colonized as well. The uprising in the Lakulaku 
River Basin in 1915 that temporarily drove the Japanese out of the area had been 
precipitated by the confiscation of Bunun firearms (Huang and Lin 2001a; Lin [2005] 
2015: 16-21; Lin and Wang 2007). Even after retaking the Lakulaku River Basin in the 
early 1920s, the Japanese must have remembered that lesson well.  
In his journal entries from 1931, Kano Tadao ???? mentioned that normally 
the Bunun could only be given firearms for hunting trips, and only upon successful 
application. Normally, during such hunting trips, each hunter was issued one gun and five 
bullets. As the Bunun porters accompanying Kano during his hiking trip also served as 
his guards, the police gave them 10 bullets apiece, which made them very happy (Kano 
[1941] 2000: 97).  
Kano’s account indicates that at least as of 1931, firearms and bullets were under 
strict police management. Given that police outposts were intensively distributed in the 
Batongguan region, it can be inferred that the sound of Bunun fire would not have gone 
unheard by the police. Thus, given that guns and bullets were only issued on a case-by-
case basis, any unexpected gunfire in the Batongguan region would have put Japanese 
authorities on instant notice.  
In the wilderness of the Batongguan region, the sound of gunfire or artillery 
would have been instantly recognizable down to the type of weapon being used. For the 
Bunun, the sound of Japanese fire signaled the presence of the colonial state. For the 
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Japanese, the sound of Bunun fire could signal either controlled hunting or an insurgence. 
Nevertheless, the soundscape of the Batongguan region came under ever-firmer Japanese 
control; this diminished the freedom of the Bunun.  
Unarmed interactions between the Japanese and the Bunun also diminished the 
independence of the Bunun. In Chapter Six, I mentioned trading centers and schools for 
indigenous children built within police outpost compounds. Schooling is important for 
colonization; it enables the colonized to learn the metropolitan language and cultural 
mores. As early as 1896, one year after the Empire of Japan took over Taiwan from the 
Qing Empire, a Japanese language school was set up in southern Taiwan for both Chinese 
and indigenous pupils. There were two types of schools exclusively for the indigenous. 
Foothill settlements easily accessible from the administrative centers were served by 
banjin kōgakkō ????? (“savage public elementary schools”) run by the Education 
Bureau (gakumubu ???). The more remote corners of Savage Country were served by 
bandō kyōikusho ????? (“education stations for savage children”) run by the Police 
Bureau (Wen 2009). The bandō kyōikusho accepted indigenous children at the age of 
seven, providing them with four years of schooling (extended to six years in 1943). The 
bandō kyōikusho can be further divided into two types: fully equipped kōshu (“Type A”) 
kyōikusho ?????, and otsushu (“Type B”) kyōikusho ????? that were 
attached to police outposts (Ishimaru 2008: 3.44-3.67; Wen 2009).  
The indigenous schools on the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail, all attached to 
police outposts, fell into the last category. The instructors were police officers, with 
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domestic subjects such as housekeeping or sewing sometimes being taught by officers’ 
wives. The most important immediate aim of these schools was to teach children 
Japanese manners and loyalty to the Emperor, as well as to learn crafts and sedentary 
farming. The overall objective was to enable the younger generation of indigenous people 
to switch from traditional slash-and-burn agriculture to more “modern” and “economical” 
ways of sustaining themselves (Wen 2009).  
 Trading centers (kōekisho ???) were also established in conjunction with 
police outposts in the Batongguan region from 1921 to 1944. The archaeological 
evidence is too scant for us to be able to infer the scale on which these trading centers 
operated. Nevertheless, precious footage taken by Fox Movietone in 1930 of a trading 
encounter between Atayal and Japanese at the Kakubansan ??? police outpost in 
northern Taiwan gives us an idea of how the trading centers in the Batongguan region 
might have looked and operated. In the clip, a group of Atayal are seen carrying their 
crafts and crops to the Kakubansan police outpost. Waiting there are piles of 
manufactured goods: washbowls, buckets, textiles, even children’s toys. After trading, 
the Japanese officer gives the locals a lecture on hygiene and thrift, translated by an 
Atayal student (Fox Movietone News 1930).  
The purpose of these trading activities was to assimilate the indigenous peoples. 
The authorities artificially depressed the price of game and game products to channel the 
indigenous peoples away from hunting. They also depressed the prices of farm tools, 
breeding pigs, and cattle while inflating the prices of cereals, ramie, pith, and bamboo 
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and rattan products, to encourage the locals to switch to sedentary means of production. 
Hence, through education and trade, the Japanese managed to change Bunun attitudes 
toward their traditional way of life (Wen 2014). Eventually, in the 1930s, these changes 
would help the Japanese overcome Bunun resistance to being relocated en masse.  
As much as their dealings with the Japanese changed the Bunun, the Japanese did 
not emerge from the encounter unaffected. As discussed in Chapter Six, the residents of 
the police outposts in the Batongguan region generally tried to maintain a Japanese diet. 
They were able to obtain both fresh and preserved ingredients from outside the region for 
this purpose. They also grew vegetables and raised domestic fowl on site. Nevertheless, 
evidence shows that the Japanese also availed themselves of unfamiliar herbs in their new 
home (Abe 1940). Knowledge of local flora must have been acquired from the Bunun. 
Nor were their meat sources strictly limited to domestic fowl; a traveler was served 
venison and monkey meat, provided by Bunun hunters, at an outpost (Tokunaga 1938). A 
sometime employee of the hotel in Tamasato?? recalled that police officers would 
bring wild game to town from the wilderness of the Batongguan region (Yoshii 1936).  
The Japanese in the Batongguan region may or may not have acquired most of 
their game meat from the Bunun. However, Inagaki Keiji’s ???? (1995) account 
says that the officers at the Tahun police outpost would also hunt wild boar themselves. If 
successful, they would dismember the boar and cook it in the shared kitchen. There was a 
sports meet at Tahun on November 3 every year, and residents of the police outpost 
would go on a hunting trip beforehand to procure meat for the guests.  
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Even though the heyday of the Japanese trail system and police outposts in the 
Batongguan region only lasted about two decades, the Japanese who came to live in the 
region did adopt some of the practices of their hosts. The subtle adaptation to local 
foodways and ingredients was inevitable, as the region was and is among the most 
challenging environments for human habitation on Taiwan. Even with modern trails and 
facilities in place, the Japanese had to learn how to adjust to the landscape; consciously or 
not, the residents of the police outposts were influenced by those they had been sent to 
“enlighten”. 
Research Questions Revisited  
Trails have been essential to human survival in the difficult terrain and thick 
vegetation of the Batongguan region. On one hand, these trails have granted people 
access to the region. On the other hand, they have concentrated human movement to 
certain patterns and locales. Thus, the study of trails in the Batongguan region is crucial 
to studying human movement within it. In the introductory chapter, acknowledging the 
importance of trails to human life in the Batongguan region, I addressed the research 
questions of this dissertation: would an examination of the development of these trails 
would provide us with deeper, subtler insight into social relations in the Batongguan 
region? Would the information gathered enable us to further explore the dynamics of 
colonization in the study area? 
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Studying the trails does lend us subtle insight into the history of the Batongguan 
region. The Pattonkan Transmontane Trail and its branch lines, for example, were 
established in the context of ongoing Bunun resistance. This context was reflected in the 
configuration of the Japanese trail system — in its routes as well as in its accompanying 
structures and facilities, such as the police outposts.  
Bunun-Japanese relations in the Batongguan region changed in the 1930s, mainly 
due to the dislocation of the Bunun from the region. The trail system and its infrastructure 
evolved accordingly to reflect the new social order in the region: in the absence of martial 
objectives, the branch trails were closed, and the police outposts were gradually 
decommissioned. By 1944 — in the heat of WWII — the trail system with its outposts 
had been abandoned in its entirety. 
After WWII, the Batongguan region experienced another drastic political change 
as Japanese power was abruptly replaced by Chinese power. In the 1980s, Yushan 
National Park was established. The Pattonkan Transmontane Trail, as it was, came under 
the management of the park administration. Its trunk was remade as part of a larger 
system of hiking trails.  
The Batongguan Transmontane Trail is based on the Pattonkan Transmontane 
Trail; generally, it follows the contours of the terrain, ascending steadily from the west to 
the east. The route passes through many geologically unstable zones, and such sections 
are frequently damaged during typhoons or earthquakes. Whereas Japanese authorities 
would have fully repaired the trail to military standards, the park administration today 
tends to create permanent detours, bypassing damaged sections and avoiding exposure to 
309?
?
?
future damage in the same sections. Thus, unstable sections of the Batongguan 
Transmontane Trail are replaced with detours over time, and the route is continuously 
being modified. 
From the case study of Pattonkan and Batongguan Transmontane Trail, it can be 
argued that the social life of a trail should be considered. It is beneficial and necessary to 
recognize the subtlest of changes in trail configuration over time. The configuration of a 
trail, or its modification, provides an exclusive perspective for archeologists when 
interpreting a region’s history.  
In addition to the study of the relationships between region’s history and its trails 
configurations. I propose that the analyses of human mobility in the Batongguan region 
enable us to further explore the dynamics of colonization in the study area 
The Bunun first settled in the western section of the Batongguan region in the 
seventeenth century. They sustained themselves through hunting and slash-and-burn 
agriculture. Each Bunun settlement was composed of related clans. If the population of a 
settlement grew past a certain point, some members of the settlement would have to seek 
unused land elsewhere and establish a new settlement (Mabuchi [1953] 2014: 125-55). 
The new settlement would maintain relations with the old. It can be inferred that trails 
were blazed to connect new settlements to their “mother” settlements.  
As the Bunun expanded through the eastern section of the Batongguan region, 
there would have been a web of trails connecting related settlements. Thus, the Bunun 
trail system as it existed before the arrival of the colonizers served also as a physical 
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embodiment of relations between Bunun settlements. By the same token, use of the trails 
was not only conducive to mundane purposes such as hunting and farming, but also 
strengthened existing social networks.  
The Qing Empire built a trail in the Batongguan region in 1875 pursuant to a new 
policy toward the indigenous, triggered by the Japanese invasion of Paiwan territories in 
southern Taiwan (Hung, et al. 2010:153-155). The purpose of the Middle Trail and other 
contemporary trans-montane trails was for the Qing to establish control over indigenous 
territories as well as enable the Chinese to travel by land between the east and west coasts 
of Taiwan. The morphology of the Middle Trail in the Batongguan region shows that 
Bunun locals had aided greatly in its construction. Without Bunun assistance, the Chinese 
would not likely have been able to build a trail across a previously unknown-to-them 
mountain range within one year.  
Given that the trail cut across the Bunun-inhabited northern Lakulaku River 
Basin, it follows that the existence of the trail was acknowledged by the locals. Hence, 
the textual evidence shows that the Middle Trail was accessible only for less than 
eighteen months (Shih 1999). Thus, it can be estimated that the trans-montane trail had 
not only failed to meet the empire’s expectation of “moving Chinese eastward” or 
“getting control over the Bunun territory,” but also had not delivered any impact on the 
Bunun’s mobility in the region.  
The completion of the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail in 1921 did have a 
significant impact on Bunun mobility. When the Japanese had arrived in the Batongguan 
region in 1909, they established seven police outposts in the Lakulaku River Basin. The 
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outposts of that era were located within Bunun settlements; the transportation of 
personnel, equipment, weapons, and supplies from the lowlands relied on the Bunun trail 
system. After the Bunun uprising in 1915, the Japanese were forced to abandon the police 
outposts in the Lakulaku River Basin. Determined to retake control of the Batongguan 
region, the colonial administration spent two years (1919-1921) to construct the 
Pattonkan Transmontane Trail, with four branches penetrating deep into rebel territory. 
Police outposts were built to serve as checkpoints along the trunk and branches of this 
new trail system.  
By building trails and outposts in the mountains, the Japanese managed to gain 
mobility in the difficult terrain and thick vegetation of the Batongguan region. Mobility, 
for the Japanese, entailed the ability to move people, equipment, weapons, and supplies 
in and out, thus enforcing and reinforcing Japanese authority in the region. Hence, the 
Japanese successfully established physical obstacles to Bunun mobility. The Bunun relied 
on trails running between related settlements to maintain and strengthen relations 
between settlements. By restricting access to these trails, the Japanese colonizers 
weakened the Bunun social network, eventually destroying the Bunun capacity to 
overthrow the Japanese. Ultimately, as we know, this led to the Bunun being removed 
from the Batongguan region entirely.  
Fast-forwarding to the post-modern setting of Taiwan, the Bunun remain apart 
from their traditional territories, and ownership of their ancestors’ land is asserted by the 
government. Nevertheless, activities such as the “roots-seeking” expeditions initiated by 
the different groups of Bunun have provided a silver lining for the reclaiming their 
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territory. Through the consist movements in the mountains, the Bunun are able to re-
familiarize themselves with their homeland. More important, many of these movements 
were reported by media, which can be considered a way for Bunun to reclaim their 
mobility in the Batongguan region.  
Both the Qing Empire and the Japanese built trails in the Batongguan region. The 
Qing finally decided to extend their power into the mountains of Taiwan after occupying 
western Taiwan for almost 200 years. However, the construction of the Middle Trail in 
1875 did not grant them mobility in the region, nor did it help them secure the area’s 
dominance. On the other hand, the Pattonkan Transmontane Trail — constructed in the 
early 1920s, and well — granted mobility to the Japanese and weakened Bunun mobility, 
leading to total Japanese dominance in the Bunun Batongguan. My analyses of human 
mobility in the Batongguan region demonstrate the importance of mobility in 
colonization. For the outsiders, control over mobility, as well as remodified region’s 
mobility can be useful mean to obtain a region’s dominance. 
Significance of This Dissertation  
In this dissertation, I have developed a framework for studying the trails in the 
Batongguan landscape. I believe this framework can be applied to the archaeological 
study of trail systems in general across time, space, and cultures. 
The chronological scope of my investigation of the Batongguan region begins 
with the arrival of the Bunun in the early seventeenth century and encompasses the 
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present day. In the past 200 years, the Batongguan region has undergone several dramatic 
social changes, often followed by significant alterations of the landscape. Different 
groups of people entered the area, each in turn establishing new infrastructure that would 
help them survive or dominate in the region, whether trails, stone-slate houses, field 
systems, police outposts, or mountain shelters. Given that there have been no permanent 
inhabitants in the region since 1944, most of this infrastructure has been unused for 
decades. Some, such as the Bunun trails, have fallen apart completely and cannot be 
traced. Others, such as the Bunun stone-slate houses and the Middle Trail, have crumbled 
but can still be traced. Their remnants have been recorded and designated as cultural 
heritage sites or items. Yet others have been readapted to serve today’s needs. The 
Pattonkan Transmontane Trail, for example, has been incorporated into the Yushan’s 
National Park trail system, and some of today’s mountain shelters were built on the 
foundations of abandoned Japanese police outposts. 
Structures dating to various periods, some never simultaneously in use, have 
nevertheless accumulated and form part of the present-day Batongguan. In order to study 
these intertwined structures, I acknowledge the “palimpsestic” nature of the landscape, 
bearing in mind that the landscape can be rewritten constantly and constantly given new 
meaning (Ashmore 2002). Take, for example, the eastern section of the Batongguan 
region, in the Lakulaku River Basin, the history of which I thoroughly examined in 
Chapter Four. Figure 7.1 illustrates how layers have accumulated, becoming the modern-
day landscape. On one hand, my intent is to examine the continuous evolution of the 
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landscape. On the other hand, I am able to focus on the evolution of the Batongguan 
landscape in each period of time and to explore the meanings embedded therein. 
Figure 7.1: The modern landscape, formed by successive layers of past 
versions of itself 
This examination of the Batongguan region emphasizes both the landscape and 
the people. While traditional site-based archaeology has tended to focus on the Bunun 
settlements or Japanese outposts, I — considering how it is trails that have granted people 
access to the landscape — place the study of the trail system at the center of my 
investigation. I see the trail system as an entity and concern myself with its social life.  
Accordingly, beyond analyzing the physical attributes of the trails of the 
Batongguan region and their spatial relationship to the other structure in the region, I 
have paid extra attention to the social and socio-political events of the past and the 
present. I have been able to conclude that the morphology of trails reflect the social 
relations in the region, and that modifications thereto tend to reflect changing social 
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relations. Thus, this investigation — although centered on the heartland of Taiwan — has 
generated a framework that, by focusing on the social history of a trail system and 
acknowledging the palimpsestic nature of landscapes in general, should be universally 
applicable to the archaeological study of trails. 
Likewise, my investigation of the Japanese police outposts in the Batongguan 
region should also contribute to the archaeological study of police and military outposts 
elsewhere. Since the outposts studied in this dissertation were abandoned relatively 
recently, they yield an abundance of information, allowing us to explore various aspects 
of the outposts and their residents. For example, mapping the structural remains of the 
outposts enables us to infer the original scale of these outposts, as well as to imagine the 
impact on the Bunun of seeing such grand buildings in their territory. A wide range of 
artifacts familiar to our modern eyes were also recorded at the sites, providing us with 
useful insight into the lifeways of the Japanese officers and their dependents. Meanwhile, 
both official and unofficial historical accounts are available for us to interpret alongside 
the data gathered in the field.  
From sorting and incorporating the above-mentioned sources using the methods 
of historical archaeology, I arrived at more profound observations of the structure of the 
police outposts. I was eventually able to identify that the layout of the police outposts 
reflected two different but complementary approaches within Japanese colonization in the 
mountains of the Batongguan region. These observations and this interpretation should be 
relevant to the archaeological study of police and military outposts in general. 
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The Japanese police outposts of the Batongguan region served not only as forts 
but also as Japanese homesteads or villages. The functional duality of the outposts 
reflected the complete image of empire that the colonial government wanted the locals to 
perceive. With the benefit of both textual and archaeological evidence, I was able to 
explore the lifeways of both police and non-police personnel. I deduce that they would 
have had double identities, as representatives of the colonial state on the one hand, and as 
the outsiders in an alien land on the other. This alone could have been motivated these 
people to maintain a strictly Japanese style of living “in the middle of nowhere.” 
Ultimately, through my investigation of the police outposts and their residents, I have 
proposed the pluralism of military and semi-military outposts. The recognition of this 
pluralism would help in developing nuanced interpretations of colonial outposts in 
general. In general, my study in the Batongguan region provides us with new 
perspectives to study trails and martial outposts, which allow us to explore the dynamic 
of colonialism across different spaces, times, and cultures.
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